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Preface and Acknowledgments
to the Second Edition

In line with the other titles in this series, the aim of this book is to provide an
accessible general introduction to the contemporary United States of America
and offer guidance and resources for further study for both university
students and general readers. We have intentionally adopted a narrative and
grammatical style that exposes readers to formal American English as well
as to colloquialisms, using American spelling and punctuation throughout.
Our experience teaching in universities and business schools in Denmark,
Norway, and the United States guided the selection of topics. In common
with the nomenclature of many courses, “America” itself is used colloqui-
ally in the title to mean the United States of America. Russell Duncan has
the overall editorial responsibility for the book and particular responsibility
for Chapters 1, 2 and 5-10. Joseph Goddard has primary responsibility for
Chapters 3 and 4.

The success of the book on first publication has led us to produce this
substantially revised and expanded second edition after what seems a short —
if eventful — interval. This has enabled us to take full account of G. W. Bush’s
first term and the early months of his second.

We are indebted to our publisher Steven Kennedy for commissioning
the text in the first place and for delivering unerringly good suggestions
and leeway. We would also like to single out Palgrave Macmillan’s sales
representative Ben Greig, who first listened to Duncan’s ideas for a textbook
and suggested the fit with the Contemporary States and Societies series.
Keith Povey did an especially good job in copy-editing the text. Special
thanks go to our colleagues and students at the University of Copenhagen
and the Copenhagen Business School for their widespread encouragement
during the two years of writing and editing. We are grateful to those
colleagues who have read all or parts of the text: Niels Thorsen, University
of Copenhagen; John McCormick, Indiana University; Paul Richmond,
Copenhagen Business School; Marian Morton, John Carroll University;
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Deborah Kitchen, University of Oslo; John Dumbrell, University of Keele;
Michael Dunne, University of Sussex; David Klooster, Hope College; Clara
Juncker, University of Southern Denmark; Christopher Phillips, University
of Cincinnati; Michael Barton, Pennsylvania State University-Harrisburg;
Gregory Stephenson, University of Copenhagen; and a number of anonymous
reviewers. We would like to thank especially students and family readers:
Jytte Lindberg, Bonnie Duncan, Dorthe Scherling Nielsen, Anne Bruun,
Anders Rosendahl, and Dean K. Wells. We dedicate this book to our families.

RusseLL Duncan
JosepH GODDARD

The authors and publishers are grateful to the following for permission to use
copyright material: Polfoto for Illustrations 3.1, 4.3, 6.1 and 10.2; Timepix
for Illustration 1.2; AFP London for Illustration 4.2; Scanpix for Illustration
4.1, 10.1 and 10.3; Clinton Presidential Materials Project for Illustration 1.3;
Drew Friedman for Illustration 9.2. Illustrations 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 6.2, 7.1, 9.1
and 9.3 are by the authors. Thanks also to the Library of Congress, National
Archives and Records Administration and NASA for help with public domain
images. Every effort has been made to trace all copyright-holders of third-
party materials included in this work, but if any have been inadvertently
overlooked the publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangement
at the first opportunity.
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Introduction

The opening decade of the twenty-first century has been overwhelmingly
shaped by the American and world response to the terror attacks of 11
September 2001. Many analysts speak of a paradigm shift in foreign policy
alignments, global economies, and domestic affairs. The events of the post-11
September world make the 1990s seem a vast, quaint universe away. But
we should note that analysts had christened the last decade of the twentieth
century as a “New World Order” under the common umbrella of democracy
and free market capitalism. Certainly the decade marked a decisive end to
the “post-World War II” or “Cold War” world and ushered in a new era. The
45-year period following the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, the division of the world into “free” and “communist” influences,
and the collapse of the Berlin Wall in 1989 changed things. The world is
still adjusting to those changes and countries rush to realign the geopolitical
order.

Historically, the world’s nations have always been involved in a struggle
for power. In the twentieth century the rise of the United States of America
to superpower status prompted many to label the era “the American Century”
and the dominance of American popular culture and products came to be
called “Americanization.” Currently there is a rise in what might be termed
“America-phobia” as some groups seek to tear down the hegemony held by
the United States. There are widespread complaints about the cheapness of
American culture with its runaway materialism. Others fear the transformation
of their own culture to mirror changing American patterns, from birth-
control pills to gender equality. Still others, who refuse, or are too young, to
remember when the United States was an indispensible part of “the West” —
buttressing Europe with an economic aid package called the Marshall Plan
and protecting European and Japanese growth through military security —
only see a selfish nation that goes its own way without a due respect for
world opinion. There is no doubt that American military and economic power
is in a league of its own.

The criticism is as justified as it is expected. As the leading world power,
the United States gets the focus of world criticism on every issue domestic
and international. This is not new. The discovery and colonization of the New



2 Introduction

World thrust America into the spotlight in the fifteenth to the seventeenth
centuries. The eighteenth-century revolution against Britain that established
a liberal nation and the unprecedented population and territorial growth of
the nineteenth century kept the nation highlighted. The twentieth-century
world wars of nationalism forged coalitions that put the United States in the
preeminent global position by 1945, and the Cold War advanced American
power to the position it now holds. The country’s unique standing has
brought criticism not only for what it is and has been, but for the ways it acts
and portrays its actions.

America is new, or likes to assert that notion. Americans often think of
themselves as a people of the future whose personal pasts can be overcome
or reinvented, even if they will volunteer upon the first meeting with any
stranger that their families came from Ireland, from Germany, from Vietnam,
or from elsewhere outside the US. The key word is “from” — as in, the Old
World is a good place to be “from.” With Americans, it is the right here and
right now that has their attention. They seem to care more about the future
and of what could become. Most Americans see themselves as risk-takers
who grasp at chances to get a new life for themselves and their children.
Sometimes that means leaving family and national ties behind to cross
an ocean or a continent. Americans imagine themselves and their country
in many ways; but when looking into a mirror, they are likely to see the
reflected image of a dream that began not so long ago.

Much of what has happened in the history of the United States is based
upon the European imagination of a New World. Europeans imagined
America before they discovered it and, in the years since discovering it,
they have been trying to define what it is that makes it different. Christopher
Columbus never understood that he had located a new continent or continents
in 1492, but died steadfastly believing that he was somewhere in eastern
Asia. Others spoke of the discovery of an Atlantis, a lost continent that had
long filled the European imagination. In the sixteenth century, explorers
from many nations — some using a new map, Amerika, named for the Italian
explorer Amerigo Vespucci — canvassed the coast of the New World, sailing
into inlets, collecting souvenirs, and being astonished at what they did or did
not find there.

The seemingly unlimited areas of free land provoked speculation about
a New Eden where Indians lived easily off the land in a state of innocence,
with no need for clothing or work. Others reasoned that Indians, being so
different, must be “red devils” who should be summarily dealt with by the
believers in Christ and civilization. Basically disregarding the claims of the
Indians they encountered, Europeans saw the new land as a tabula rasa — a
blank slate on which to write the dreams of national power by establishing
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colonies and exploiting raw materials. But whatever Europeans believed —
and they believed many things — they were overcome with the possibilities of
what could be gained from possessing a part of America.

The idea of building something new on new land, of having the freedom to
do so, of looking toward the future and not the past, of accepting the progress
of change over the stasis of continuity, and of individual rebirth/recreation,
inspired European adventurers and became the story of the American people.
During the Age of Discovery, Europeans tried to define the dream that might
be; during the Age of Reason, philosopher John Locke made what has proven
to be a long-lasting appeal to innocence: “in the beginning, all the world was
America.”

The American Dream and American history stem directly from these
European dreams and imaginings. From its discovery until the present
day, America-the-place as well as America-the-idea has been discussed
as opportunity. It has been seen as a “safe haven” where conditions could
be altered in favor of whoever needed change. Immigration, economic
opportunity, and the chance for individual redefinition are central components
of the American Dream.

At the 1950 Nobel Prize ceremony in Stockholm, the American author and
literature winner, William Faulkner, told the audience, “The big difference
between Europe and America is that we are still adding stars to the flag”
(quoted in T. Morgan, 1993: 11). This was a patriotic statement of Cold War
logic as well as a literal prediction that saw Alaska and Hawaii added to the
flag in 1959. Addition has been central to American history. Historian Ted
Morgan calls the American experience an “unending quest” and agrees with
Faulkner that “the American flag is unlike any other, because it’s an add-
on flag, with room to grow” T. Morgan, 1993: 11). Morgan wrote of the
exceptionalism of the American experience because the seventeenth-century
Europeans who would provide the impetus for the new nation arrived before
the government did, landing in places where no government had previously
existed (American Indians notwithstanding) and where control by European
governments was shaky and ever-changing. Both Faulkner and Morgan
declare for youth and mobility in American thinking.

Egocentric and religious, most Americans have believed that a divine
Providence guided the nation. In the first years of the twenty-first century,
nothing had changed the American belief in the country’s exceptional status.
With the end of a Cold War putting an explanation point on the success of
American individvalism, and as immigrants continue to pour into the country,
Americans still believe that every person in the world is a potential American
citizen.

Americans are taught from childhood that anything or everything is



