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JOHAN HUIZINGA ,born in 1872, became professor of history at the University
of Leiden in 1915 and taught there until 1942, when the Nazis closed the university
and held him hostage until shortly before his death in 1945. His other books include
Erasmus and the Age of Reformation, Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play Element in
Culture ,and Men and Ideas ; History , the Middle Ages ,the Renaissance.

This translation is based on the 1921 edition of Herfsttij der Middeleeuwen.
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