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Architecture: Form, Space, & Order
Preface to Chinese Edition

I am pleased and honored to have the opportunity to address architecture and design
students and faculty in the People’s Republic of China, and to offer my work as a way of
looking at, understanding, and conceptualizing form and space as key components of
architecture.

It was 30 years ago that I wrote and illustrated the first edition of this text with the
intention of providing beginning students with a clear and straightforward guide to
understanding fundamental principles and concepts in architectural design. This transla-
tion not only continues the original emphasis on illustrating architectual concepts and
organizations through the use of comparative examples from various historic periods and
cultures but also extends the discourse to a broader and deserving audience. I hope this
work not only teaches but also inspires the reader to achieve the highest success in their
future endeavors.

Here | also express my appreciation to Mr.Liu daxin of Tianjin University Press for his
sterling work during the making of this Chinese edition.

Francis Dai-Kam Ching
Professorof Architecture
University of Washington
Seattle, Washington

USA
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