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Loft living is one of the main trends of
urban development. This tendency

has already led to migration towards

suburban zones, the resurge of city

centers and, above all to the birth of

a new conscience. Ihe habitants of a

loft defend a city's architectural past

by making it, along with art, a part of

daily life.

The term loft initially meant an open,

diaphanous space located in an industrial

bwilding or unused warehouse. Of

Englrsh origin,” the word also referred

to. an at#le or the upper level of 3¢

factory.. .Today however K the cancept

of a deft has™a new meaning. a large,

rehabilitated spaCe whose industrial

architecture 1is used. for domestic

purposes. Besides defining an architecture
\tervention | vord loft also describes
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Structure. In the majority of cases, the load—bearing frame is not only used
to advantage, it is also emphasized and becomes a major protagonist in the
renewal. The conservation of metal columns, the elimination of false ceilings
in order to recover the brick archways, or the cleaning of concrete beams are
some of the resources employed.

Finishings. The architects as well as the clients exhibit very different needs,
and it is not easy to speak of materials habitually used. Each individual employs
different facings according to the perceptions being elicited. But in the projects
presented here, one may appreciate a common affinity for smooth glossy,
clean surfaces contrasting with rough finishings, the latter normally conserved
from the pre—existing buildings. The result is a minimalist space subtly marked
by traces from the past.

Divisions. The diaphanous quality of lofts is maintained by the use of ethereal
partitioning that is not all that obviously present in the spaces. Some designers
have opted for sliding doors that disappear behind walls. others for mobile
screens that permit alterations in the space distribution, and almost all have put
to good use translucent materials to aid light flow through the separate spaces.

Windows. Industrial buildings often boast large windows that allow efffcient
ventilation and supply abundant natural light. Thus, the majority of clients prefer
not to replace these features. At times, it is necessary to replace the original
woodwork with aluminum to assure watertightness, which, of course, varies
the original perception.

Installations. The habitability of lofts depends in large measure on their
installations. The roominess of the premises makes it necessary to install good
lighting and an efficient air—conditioning system to guarantee the comfort of
those who live there. In the majority of the dwellings, electrical installations
and ventilation tubes have been left exposed to avoid apertures in the walls.
Access to the system is thus assured in case of repair or maintenance work, and
the original industrial aspect of the interiors is also conserved.

Recycling. Reuse of part of the pre—existing building is a constant in these
refurbishing projects. Almost all of them put some materials and elements to
their original use or to new use. This provision is a very coherent action in
maintaining the loft s original air and, of course, it also means considerable

cost reduction,
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