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PREFACE




In the middle ages, Asian nations were stunned by the great Tang Dynasty founded by the Li
Family.

The founder, Li Yuan and his successors such as Emperor Tang Minghuang had outstanding
civil and military skills. In the northeast, the territory of the empire expanded to Yibo Sea and tribes
such as Turkey paid tribute to the Tang emperors. In the northwest, the territory of the empire
expanded to the Sea of Japan with Japanese students shuttling between the two countries. The
highly developed Tang culture at an unprecedented height has produced many excellent poets,
painters and skillful craftsmen.

The great Tang Empire opened its door to foreign stuffs such as Buddhist and Islamic scriptures,
Qiuzi music, Huteng dance, tight Hu clothes with narrow sleeves and silverwares and gold vessels
from Iran. Imported goods were considered fashionable and very popular among people in Tang
dynasty, which had a great influence on the establishment and development of Changsha Kiln.

In Tang Dynasty, Changsha Kiln was an innovative kiln well-known for its polychrome .
Flamboyant high temperature copper-red-glaze and colorful under-glaze-painted porcelains were
successfully fired in this kiln. Decorated with poems, calligraphies and paintings, Changsha wares
represented a combination of both Chinese and western cultures. As a unique and international
brand, Changsha wares were very popular among foreign traders and were sold to more than 20
countries such as Japan, countries in Southeast Asia and the Persian Gulf areas.

Since China started Reform and Opening-up Policy, people’s living standards have been greatly
improved. Collecting antiques has become a noble hobby enjoyed by many Chinese people. Mr. Wu
Yuejian, a renowned antique collector, was born into a family of intellectuals. Edified in traditional
Chinese culture since childhood, Mr. Wu has cherished a deep affection for local ceramics made
in Changsha Kiln. As an entrepreneur, Mr. Wu does not settle for making more and more money.
He aspires to be a businessman with fine taste and cultural accomplishment and was regarded as
a Confucian businessman in the circle of antique collectors. In the past 10-odd years, Mr. Wu has
dedicated himself to collecting rare books, ancient inscriptions and ceramics extensively, sparing no
money in purchasing precious wares of Changsha Kiln scattered overseas. His collection includes
hundreds of Changsha wares salvaged from shipwrecks abroad.

To promote Changsha Kiln culture, Mr. Wu Yuejian took the lead to organize Changsha Kiln
Research Society and helped with the publication of the journal “Changsha Kiln Study ”. He is the first
person to put forward the concept of “Changsha Kiln Study” as well as the idea that Changsha Kiln
is a famous Kiln of Chinese culture. Recently, Mr. Wu selected more than three hundred exquisite
items out of his collection of thousands of Changsha wares for the publication of the book “Marvelous
Colors and Tang Style”.

This book displays a national level relic, an under-glaze-painted Persian bottle. Highlights of the
book also include latest pictures and introductions of rare copper-red-glaze pots and bottles, a jewelry
blue and malachits gree lotus flower and leaf cup, temples, enlightened monks and items with odd
shapes and extraordinary colors. The texts and pictures of the book are so excellent and informative
that it is a worthwhile book for Changsha Kiln lovers, artists and concerned researchers to read.

| feel very honored to be invited to write a preface for Mr. Yuejian's book and | would like to take
this opportunity to express my heartfelt congratulations to him.

Zhou Shirong

(Leader of National Key Project “the Changsha Kiln" under “75" Program in China)

May 26, 2008
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Bowls, Plates, Cups, Calices
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Water Jars, Small Water Bottles, Brush Washers
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Sculptures, Other Kinds
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