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ABSTRACT

The subject of BooksCirculation is the topic that I have been think-
ing since | engaged in publishing work several years ago. During my read-
ing for doctor’ s degree, I paid close attention to the system of the circula-
tion of commodities theory, which offers me certain, multidimensional ref-
erence coordinates for my blind thinking activities. So the thinking of the
concept of Books. Circulation can be included in the category of industry
study, and be implemented for the innovation of the idea finally. The in-
tegrated concept of Books Circulation has been brought forward in this pa-
per, and therefore, the industrial attribute and the institutional rule of
Books Circulating Industry has been analyzed as well. Accordingly, the
development policy and proposition on Books Circulating Industry of our
country has been put forward. These ideas and views undoubtedly makes
up of the innovation of this paper.

This book mainly includes several following respects:

1. Introduction Part

This part has put great emphases upon the academic and practical
significance of Books Circulating Industry study.

For a long time, people are used to the concept of the News and
Publishing Undertakings, used to the ideological attribute of the News and
Publishing Undertakings; whereas the understanding for Books Circulating
Industry concept has always been very limited, and the academic study
has failed to keep up with the reformation practice.

The reason why we haven’t got the formal concept of Books Circulat-

ing Industry ever so long roots in following four factors:



a. The vague concept of publishing leads to the submergence of its
industrial attribute replaced by its ideology attribute, and thus restricts
the specialization development of Books Circulating Industry.

b. The vague management idea of the industry leads to blurry at-
tribute of the subjects. in Books Circulating Industry,, and thus restricts the
market orientation of Books Circulating Industry.

c¢. The vague categorizing method for. the industry leads to ambiguous
industrial attribute of Books Circulating Industry, and thus restricts ‘the
ideaistic innovation.

d. The culture attribute of book publishing determines the special
responsibility for the society and the nation’s culture, and thus affects the
academic study .

However, under the. whole revolution background of the circulation,
the transform became faster and faster, the task of circulation industry be-
came harder and harder, the opening-up situation became more and more
perplexing. As an important part of circulation industry, Books Circulat-
ing Industry inevitably suffered the impact of the transformation of circula-
tion, and the ideaistic innovation of Books Circulating Industry became
new times need. With the manufacturing technology endlessly goinga-
head, the producing process of book tends to more specialization, more
efficiency, and mass-produced. At the same time, the book consumption
level improved constantly, and behaved diversification and individuation
trend. Buyers’ market situation of book came into being rapidly; tradi-
tional concept of book issuing could not fit the market situation that had
been fundamentally changed. So, the significance of circulation grew
high, the bottle-neck effect of Books Circulating Industry rose up clearly,
and therefore made Books Circulating Industry face cold challenges.

Since China joining in WTO, the field of Books Circulating Industry
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has grown more open, and the domestic Books Circulating Industry has
been in the face of great pressure in whole market. Hence the Books Cir-
culating Industry needs special management idea for itself, which can’t
be substituted by traditional book issuing concept.

Whereas the study of Books Circulating Industry has the character of
knowledge intersecting, particularity- integrated, and practice - complex,
we haven’ t got a whole system of study on Books Circulating Industry
now, academic innovation has not come into being yet. At the same time,
foreign countries with market economy has developed theory of circulation
industry and plenty of practics, but no systematic Books Circulating In-
dustry theory yet. Otherwise, our country is very different from foreign
ones, which have little use for reference in theory; we have to study the
Books Circulating Industry academically and independently to fill up the
blank of the theory.

2.The Concept of Book and Its Commodity Attribute and Particulari-
ty

This part analyzed the origin and the definition of book, definitely
pointed out the book concept studied in this paper, and paid attention to
the academic foundation of Books Circulating Industry.

The book concept studied in this paper is: a paperbacked medium
publication, which is published, pressed and bound according to certain
standard -into volume state with no less than 49 pages, and it is distin-
guished from inner data material, periodical, newspaper, and other medi-
um publications such as electronic and intemet reader.

Book belongs to a sort of commodities with common character of
that. The common character of commodities owned by book makes the ac-
ademic foundation of Books Circulating Industry. Book has its only useful-
ness that can satisfy people’ s mental consumption need. Man does not

3



manufacture book directly for his own sake, but for other people’s need.
Book’ s altruism determines book’ s sociality, which is the substance be-
having of people’ s relation on society. Book’ s altruism comes true
through the circulation, and book’ s sociality behaves within the circula-
tion. The course of the book s manufacture coheres indistinguishably with
the people’s pure labor, which can be measured and compared, therefore
gives Books Circulating Industry economic feasibility. Book as well as
other commodities has its own lifecycle that offers the academic base on
the periodical process of book’ s manufacture and distribution.

The particularity of book offers the academic sustentation for the spe-
cial fulfillment of Books Circulating Industry. Because book satisfies men-
tal consumption need that belongs to ideology and superstructure, the po-
litical sensitivity is very clear. The course of book manufacture is com-
posed of mental content and physical production, so the book is not only
mental product but also material product. Because of book’s particulari-
ty, we have to manage the Books Circulating Industry in a special way.
Book belongs to content product that should be protected with special
copyright law in course of the circulation. Book has a style of its own
standardization criterion that offers physical base for the operation of
Books Circulating Industry. The particular economic relations among
price, volume and profit in course of Books Circulating Industry makes
the practical economic bases on Books Circulating Industry.

3. General Idea of Commodities Circulation and the Concept of Books
CirculationThis part generally expounded the basic conception, key ele-
ment of the composition, and institutional arrangement of commodities cir-
culation, and carried on analysis and discussion to the conception of
Books Circulation.

Commodities circulation is the composition and course of the whole
4



buying and selling relation that occurred in commodities transfer from pro-
ducers to consumers including commodities ownership and entity. Subjects
of commodities circulation organize the exchange activity of commodities
through its independent management as the guardian commodities. Ob-
jects of commodities circulation are the objective things in whole course of -
cormno&ities circulation. The operation of objects of commodities circula-
tion is the comprehensive reflection of different economic benefits relations
between different subjects of commodities circulation. Different forms of
commodities circulation and different types of operation form different
commodities circulation channel and steps. Market is the whole relation of
commodities exchange and the institutional arrangement of commodities
circulation, which has corresponding institutional functions, correspond-
ing operating mechanism and basic. operation rule by itself.

Books Circulation is a general term for books marketing basically
carried through voluntarily transfer with equal value exchange of the own-
ership. The concept of Books Circulation that essentially belongs to com-
modities circulation should be explained on the basis of the basic concep-
tion and basic principle of commodities circulation.

4. Subjects and Objects of Books Circulation

This part respectively discussed and analyzed the composition of
Subjects and objects of Books Circulation and their basic economic char-
acter.

Subjects of Books Circulation are the active factor in the market that
includes book manufacturer, book trader and special channel operator.
The basic economic character of the subjects includes:

a. Having direct purpose to chase economic benefits;

b. Being powerful to operate actively in market;

c. Being relatively independent on economic condition;



