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Lesson 1
The Railway Children

Martha, Peter and Rosa lived with their
mother and father. But one day their father
went away. The children and their mother
had to move to a smaller house by the rail-
way-.



The Station Master was their first friend at
the railway. Their second new friend was
Roger. He worked there, too. Their third
new friend was an old man. They saw him
every day on the train.

‘Do you think he’s going to the city?’
Rosa asked. ‘Is he going to see Father? And
when is Father going to write to us?’

‘I don’t know,’ Martha said. ‘Let’s all
wave when the train goes past tomorrow.
The train can take our love to Father.’

Every morning they waved at the train
and every morning their new friend on the
train waved back at them.

They often went to the station to talk to
the Station Master and Roger. Roger told
them stories about the trains and the Station
Master was always happy to see them.

One morning Mother was ill. That night
she was worse, so Martha called the doctor
for her.

‘She must stay in bed,’ the doctor said.
‘And she must stay warm. Give her good
food to eat — a lot of meat and fruit.’

Martha was afraid. Mother was very ill
but they did not have any money to buy a lot
of meat and fruit.
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‘What can we do?’ she asked Peter and
Rosa.

‘We must find somebody to help us,’
Peter said.

The children thought for a long time be-
fore they thought of somebody.

‘Perhaps the man on the train can help
us,” Martha said.

The next morning when the train went
past their house, the old man saw a big
piece of paper next to the railway line. Tt
said; LOOK OUT AT THE STATION.
When the train arrived at the station, he
looked out of the window. Rosa was there.
She gave him a letter.

The letter said:

To Mr We Don’t Know Your Name
Mother is ill. The Doctor says we must
give her good food but we don’t have any
money because our father is in the city. Can
you help us? We can pay you back later.
From Martha, Peter and Rose

Below their names they wrote down
what they wanted for their mother.

That night Roger came to their house
with a big box. Inside, there was a lot of
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food for everybody. There was a letter,
too.

Children,
I am happy to help you. Here is the food
Jor your mother.

The old man’s name was under that, but
his writing was bad and they could not read
it.

‘Is Mother going to be angry when she
knows about our letter to the old man, do
you think?’ Martha said.

Two weeks later the children put up an-
other big piece of paper near the railway
line. It said; MOTHER IS MUCH BET-
TER. THANK YOU.

Mother did get better — and she was
very angry about their letter to the old man
on the train.

“You must never ask people for money!’
she said.

Comprehension Questions:

1. Why did the children wave at the train?

2. Why did the children want to find some-
body to help them?

3. Who helped them?

4. Why was their mother angry?
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Lesson 2
Colin’s Idea

“Your aunt Betty is coming next Monday,’
Mrs Acton says. She is reading a letter.
‘Next Monday?’ Colin asks. ‘That’s
difficult!’
‘Why?’ His mother asks.
‘Because Ada Hawk is here too. She on-
5



ly arrived yesterday. And she always stays
for two weeks, sometimes for three.’

‘But Ada and Betty are friends.’

‘They were friends, mother. They’re
not friends now. ’

Colin smiles.

‘Why? What’s wrong?’

‘It’s because of a hen.’

‘A hen?’

“This is the story,” Colin says. ‘Betty
and Ada have got hens. And they like inter-
esting hens, not the usual brown farm
hens. Sometimes Betty sells her hens. One
day, Betty sold a very exciting hen. Ada
gave Betty a lot of money for the hen.’

““This hen,” Ada said, “will be my best
hen. She’ll give me a lot of eggs. And I’ll
have hundreds of new little hens from the
eggs. ”’

‘But Ada’s best hen did not give her any
eggs. Not one egg! Now Ada writes angry
letters to Betty, and Betty writes angrily
back to Ada. And they’ll meet here next
Monday. It’1l be difficult. It’ll be danger-
ous, perhaps. Do you understand now,
mother?’

“This is a sad story. Can’t they find an
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answer?’ Mrs Acton asks.

‘Ada wanted to give the hen back to Bet-
ty,” Colin says. ‘But Betty said, “I’m not
taking the hen back. I’'m not wrong. I’'m
never wrong. "’

‘Will Betty talk to Ada here, in our
house?’

“Yes, but they’ll talk angrily and dan-
gerously. ’

‘Betty is coming; I can’t stop her now.
And Ada will be here. What can we do,
Colin?” Mrs Acton asks. ‘You’re clever —
can you think of an idea?’

‘It’s difficult,” Colin says. ‘But you’re
right. I am clever. I’ll think of an iden.’

‘Good! But I know you and your ideas,
Colin! They can sometimes go wrong! It
will be your idea, not mine. Do you under-
stand?’

‘Servants are very difficult,” Colin says to
Ada Hawk. They are sitting quietly before
lunch on the same day. But this is an excit-
ing talk for Ada.

‘Servants! I can never find good ser-
vants! But your mother always has good
servants. They stay with you for a long
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time. Your man, Old Hans —’

‘Old Hans? Yes, he’s a very difficult
servant. ’ Colin says.

‘But he knows your house and your
mother very well !’

Colin smiles again, but sadly. ‘Let’s
say: Old Hans has some interesting stories

in his head.’

‘Is Old Hans mad?’ Ada asks. ‘But he
never does a thing wrong!’

‘He puts things in the right place, yes.
He works quietly, yes. But he has —er —
ideas. ’

‘Ideas? What ideas?’

‘Once Eleanor Brown stayed with us for
Easter®. And Old Hans did not give her any
lunch. “Why?” I asken him.

‘““Eleaner?” he said. “Where is Eleanor?
I see only Elijah®. Elijah does not want
lunch. ” You remember the story of Elijah,
Ada? That old man in The Bible®?’

‘And this was one of Old Hans’ ideas?’

‘Yes. And Eleanor didn’t stay here
long.’

‘She went because of an idea? I'm not

@ Easter.:®HEY

@ Elijah: AT (FAREH

@ Bible: 22
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going because of Old Hans’ ideas. I'm stay-
ing!’

‘Mmm. But he can be dangerous, you
know. And he has a new idea now.’

‘A new idea? Is it interesting?’

‘Very interesting. You are Queen
Anne®, And where is Queen Anne now?’
Colin asks Ada.

‘She’s dead. We all know that.’

‘Yes, that’s right.’ Colin looks at his
drink. ‘But you aren’t dead. Old Hans does
not understand this. Why is Queen Anne
staying here with us? Today he said: “She
will be dead in a day or two.™’

Ada jumps up from her chair.

‘He wants to kill me! But 1 won’t go
home early! You understand him, Colin.
Stop him!’

In the morning Colin has a new idea. It
is a very good idea.

‘I’'m looking for Ada,’ he says to Old
Hans. ‘Where is she?’

‘She’s writing letters in the garden
room. ’ Old Hans answers.

‘She wants to see our old gun,’ says
Colin. ‘She asked me yesterday. She’s in-

@ Anne BT NAHEHEREH—REE.
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terested in old things, and she wants to
paint a picture of it, I think. Will you take
it to her? I haven’t got time. I’'m meeting a
friend at ten o’clock, and I’'m late!’

The servant looks up at the old family
gun over the door. Colin’s father killed ani-
mals in India with this gun. Old Hans gets
up on a chair. He gets the gun down and
takes it to the garden room. Ada is sitting at
a table there with her letters. Old Hans
comes in, with the big, heavy gun in his
hands. Ada sees him; she runs quickly from
the room into the garden.

Old Hans is puzzled.

‘Why did she run away? Perhaps she
didn’t see me,’ thinks the servant.

An hour later, Colin is taking Ada to the
station with all her bags.

‘Mother will be very sorry,’ Colin says.
‘She always likes to say goodbye to her
friends. ’

At twelve o’clock, Colin’s mother comes
back for lunch.

‘Where’s Ada?’ she asks Colin.

Colin smiles. ‘She’s on the train! Aren’t
I clever?’

But a letter from Betty Acton arrives



the same day.

‘No, Colin,’
Mrs Acton says,
‘You are not very
clever. Betty is not

coming to stay.’

‘Oh yes, I was clever,’ thinks Colin.
‘It was a very clever idea!’

Comprehension Questions:

1. Why are Ada and Betty not friends?

2. Colin says to Ada, ‘Old Hans has ideas. ’
Are these Old Hans’ ideas? Or are they
Colin’s ideas?

3. Does Ada want a gun? Why does old Hans
take a gun to Ada?

4. Why does Ada run away?

5. What is Colin’s idea?



