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Much of the philosophy of Global Volunteers can be easily summed up using
selected passages from the following article by Burnham Philbrook.

Waging Peace in a Time of War
By Burnham J.Philbrook

What We Do: Global Volunteers sends teams of short-term volunteers to 20 countries.
This year we will recruit, prepare and manage nearly 2,000 volunteers, primarily
North Americans who will serve on 150 teams in nearly 100 communities on six
continents.

Our mission is to help build a foundation for world peace and justice. It's our belief
that all of us can wage peace and promote justice, evenin times of war. National
governments have the primary responsibility for maintaining peace. However, they all
too often appear limited in what they can actually do to ensure a just and peaceful
world. On the other hand, individuals - you and I-can make tremendous personal
contributions toward this end.

War and injustice are born of insufficient human and economic development. It's
simply extraordinarily difficult to have hope when it appears you have no future. And
the road to war and terrorism is paved with feelings of helplessness.

Waging Peace: However, the opportunity for human and economic development
generates hope. And, where there is hope, there can be peace. Global Volunteers
enables individuals to wage peace by generating hope. Our participants serve on
"alternative" or "working" vacations. These volunteers serve the local people, who
invite them to their community to work on human and economic development
projects deemed important by community leaders. In this capacity, the volunteers do
whatever they are asked to do on the work project, with the result being that nearly
everyone can be of service.

I'l1l share with you two of our most important lessons. We know without question that
in order for any human or economic development project to be successful, local
people must be in charge. This may seem self-evident, even simplistic on its face. But
it's a complex, multidimensional issue.
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Local people must initiate and conduct their own development efforts. Outsiders can
only work under the direction oflocal leaders and must work with the local people
hand-in-hand and shoulder to shoulder. Local people embody their cultural, social
and economic issues. They know their needs and priorities. They realize the
barriers to, as well as the possibilities for, their development.

Hope and friendship: The second mostimportant lessonis that volunteer service
engenders hope and friendship, both of which are critical to waging peace. As our
volunteers work alongside local people, they discover that although we are different
in many ways-languages, cultures, races, ethnicity, skin colors, how we worship,
how we dance- we are all far more alike than different. This discovery often results in
a celebration of the differences and meaningful friendships between the local people
and the volunteers. Friendship is key, because when friends have disputes, they
generally resolve them non-violently. It's a numbers game... the more people who
volunteer around the world and make friends with local people, the more peaceful
the world will be.

Volunteers services also engenders hope. When classrooms are built and children-
who otherwise could not go to school-learn, hope springs forth. When young adults
acquire marketable skills, hope springs forth.

From Remarks at the 2" Global Summit on Peace through Tourism
Geneva, Switzerland, February 5-8, 2003

So, what has Global Volunteers been doingin China? The majority of the people
who read this passage are the volunteer choir to which this message need not be
preached. But for the sake of those who might not be aware it might be necessary to
list some accomplishment from 1995 to 2003. Over this eight-year period, one
hundred separate groups of participants have served as English teachers, legal teams,
business teams, medical teams, summer enrichment English trainers and Project Peace
construction volunteers. Approximately 1,000 volunteers from the United States,
Canada and Great Britain have freely given over 100,000 hours of their time and
effort to serve the people of Shaanxi Province. These people are of all ages and all
walks of life, some retired and some working professionals, both male and female, but
all with the same goal-to help make a better world through cultural understanding.
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"Foreign Lei Feng' comes to Xi'an
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Team leader Linda Schlapp responding to the gracious welcome by local
leaders and citizens.
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The "young pioneers" present their most precious possession the Red Scarf
to each of the team members.
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The middle school students
show their appreciation to
Global Volunteers with
dancing and singing.
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Wherever they go, and which-
ever school they serve, Global
Volunteers are always greeted
with great enthusiasm.



Global Volunteers R/S/f/ A T/ /07 F

Partnér,g., in Development
FORGING PEACE THROUGH SERVICE

@ FTHRADL| ” FAEEXABZIMAS O N LFBRA, HofdEH
BEARARB T S 5% 0 4R,

"Foreign Lei Feng arrives in Xi'an!" Global Volunteers are extensively covered
by local and national media.
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"Serving Others at Their Own Expense"
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Global Volunteers, a private nonprofit U.S. organization, was founded in 1984 with the
goal of helping to establish a foundation for peace through mutual international

understanding. Its programs center around short-term volunteer work experience in
Asia, Africa, Americas, Caribbean, Europe and the Pacific.

At the request of local leaders and indigenous host organizations, Global Volunteers
sends teams of volunteers to work with and learn from local people on human and
economic development projects identified by the community as important to its long-
term development. In this way, volunteers’ energy, creativity and skills are put to use
while, at the same time, they gain a genuine, firsthand understanding of how other people
live day-to-day.
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Volunteers plan daily

lessons in cooperation
with the Chinese
teachers.
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Volunteers intermingle

with students in the
classroom.
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Interactions between students,
teachers and volunteers con-
tinue even during lunch time.
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One-on-one tutoring is always
possible when needed.
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Home visits are an integral partof the volunteer experience to learn about the insight of
the Chinese life. Students are put in the honored position of interpreters for their parents.
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Free-time activities
enable volunteers to
learn more about

Chinese history and

culture.
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Part Two New Way of Teaching
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"l am amazed at how quickly I am a part of it, and it is a part of me, at how fast I belong—my
school, my attending teacher, my teammates, my teaching partner, my bright effervescent,
eager, bubbly teenage students. Now they are not just statistics in a newspaper, they are
faces I know and I think they will remain in my mind and heart forever. "~ Judith O'Neill.
Crofton. MD

The enthusiasm rubs off. Due to the vast backgrounds of volunteers with years of teaching,
business and life experience, the students can not help but become excited. Many English
teaching volunteers brought with them those special activities that consistently worked in
their classroom back home and found that they were no less exciting in China. Most people
agree that you can not teach a language adequately without introducing the students to the
countries culture at the same time. Volunteers brought new teaching materials, family and
community photos, tapes and books to show, but most importantly they brought their life
experiences and stories to share with students. In this way students were better able to un-
derstand American culture and could thus more easily understand the English language.

The use of diverse techniques and materials was a great entertainment to students who were

often accustomed to only the traditional lecture method. The teacher moved around the room,
working with students in small groups, encouraging interaction and exchange, and in general
giving the students encouragement, stimulating them to excel. The enthusiasm truly rubs off.
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Lively and Stimulating Classroom Teaching
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Sometimes actions speak louder than words to convey a message. The

key to an enjoyable learning experience is to stimulate the student's
interest prior to delivery.
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