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ADDRESS AT 2007 AWARDING CEREMONY OF
HO LEUNG HO LEE FOUNDATION

Chen Zhili, State Councilor
( October 31, 2007)

Scientists, representatives from the Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation
distinguished guests, comrades and friends;

Today, the Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation holds the Award Ceremony in an air of
jubilance and celebration and honors Academician Lin Yuanpei and Doctor Ma Yong-
sheng as winners of the HLHL Award of Scientific and Technological Achievement,
42 excellent scientists as winners of the Award of Scientific and Technological Pro-
gress and 21 others as winners of the Award of Scientific and Technological Innova-
tion. This is a grand event of the Chinese scientific and technological and education
circles. These 65 winners have made prominent contributions to the development and
progress of science and technology in China. Here, on behalf of the State Council, I
would like to express the warmest congratulations and the highest respect to all the
eminent scientists winning the awards, sincere gratitude to the patriotic acts of the
founders and donators of the HLHL Foundation cordially supporting the scientific and
technological undertakings of the motherland, and deepest thanks to the efforts of all
the members of the Board of Trustees, the Selection Board and the Investment Com-
mittee of the HLHL Foundation.

Just now Mrs. Zhu Lilan, chairperson of the HLHL Foundation Selection Board ,
delivered a good working report. She introduced relevant situation that the HLHL
Foundation has played a positive role in building an innovative country and imple-
menting the strategies of rejuvenating the nation with science and education and of in-
vigorating the country with talents. It is encouraging and inspiring. Academician Lin
Yuanpei and Doctor Ma Yongsheng also delivered deeply moving and stimulating
speeches and spoke from the hearts of all the award-winning scientists.

Currently we are facing an unprecedented innovation-intensive era. Revolutiona-



ry breakthroughs are about to rise from the frontiers of science and technology. Novel
technology and industry clusters come up one after another. The powerful shockwave
of innovation influences the development of economy and society profoundly. Practi-
cal experiences prove that man is the most important and precious resource for accel-
erating the development of science and technology. We should improve our ability in
independent innovation and build an innovative country. We must adhere to the hu-
man-oriented guideline, establish and realize the scientific development outlook, res-
olutely implement the strategies of invigorating the country with talents, and acceler-
ate building a team of scientific and technological talents of high caliber and stand-
ards to provide talents to guarantee the construction of an innovative country.

At the 17th CPC National Congress just concluded, General Secretary Hu Jintao
required us to further create an environment to encourage innovation and to cultivate
and train worldly first-rate scientists and talents who can lead in the area of science
and technology so that brilliant innovative ideas may burst out and innovative talents
emerge in swarm. To award the scientists who have made contributions to scientific
and technological progress and innovation is an important means to create an environ-
ment for innovation and also an honorable responsibility of the entire society. We
must constantly reform and improve the national systems of scientific and technologi-
cal awarding and further encourage and regulate social resources in establishing sci-
entific and technological awards so that these can become a powerful leverage to pro-
mote scientific and technological progress and innovation and form strong joint force
and good atmosphere for the entire society to stimulate and promote independent in-
novation.

The HLHL Foundation established with the donations from four patriotic finan-
ciers Ho Sin-Hang, Leung Kau-Kui, Ho Tim and Lee Quo-wei has always been vig-
orously supported by the central people’s government and the Hong Kong SAR gov-
ernment. The Foundation constantly adheres to the operation idea of scientific man-
agement, transparent system, regulated operation and improvement towards an award
of international standards. It observes the principles of openness, fairness and jus-
tice. Up to now 14 selections have been made with 747 award winners selected. The

Award becomes a social scientific and technological award foundation with both do-
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mestic and foreign prestige and has been highly praised by the scientific and technol-
ogy, education and other social circles in the mainland and Hong Kong.

In recent two years, the HLHL Foundation carried out courageous innovation
and constant reform centering on the requirements of the strategic goal of building an
innovative country in China. It made new and felicitous achievements in modifying
the selection regulations, optimizing the structure of the awards, expanding the scope
of awarding, and improving the selection mechanism. After the reform, the Award of
Scientific and Technological Achievement will honor not only the senior prestigious
scientists who made outstanding contributions for the nation’s undertakings of scientif-
ic and technological progress but also the scientific and technologies aces who have
made significant breakthroughs in the frontiers of science and technology and sur-
passed the world’s advanced level and also those eminent innovative talents who have
committed themselves to promote technological innovation and brought our national
industries to the leading positions in the world. This year is the first year of selection
after the reform, and Academician Lin Yuanpei and Doctor Ma Yongsheng, two ex-
cellent engineering scientists who have made brilliant contributions in the forefront of
Chinese industries, received the Award of Scientific and Technological Achievement.
Among the winners of the Award of Scientific and Technological Progress and the
Award of Scientific and Technological Innovation this years, there are outstanding
scientists who have devoted their life to the Chinese scientific and technological un-
dertakings and made remarkable achievements, brilliant backbone researchers who
explore and innovate in the frontiers of research and development and bravely sur-
mount technical peaks, and also young scientists who excel their peers and make pro-
gress through diligent efforts. To our pleasure, these award winners are from an ex-
tensive selection of disciplines and areas. The general level of the winners also sees
new improvement. About 2/3 of the research results obtained by the winners of the
Award of Scientific and Technological Progress rank in the world leading positions
with 297 patents granted. 85.7% of the innovative achievements of the winners of
the Award of Scientific and Technological Innovation reached international advanced
level with 278 patents granted. This indicates that the original innovation ability of
the nation in science and technology is constantly improving and that Foundation also
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achieves new development by persistently advancing with the time and innovating
constantly.

We expect that the HLHL Foundation will continue to move forward to constantly
stimulate the eminent talents working in the frontline of scientific research, technical
development and scientific and technological innovation to make greater contribution
to the scientific and technological progress and the innovation of the motherland!

Let us get closer around the CPC Central Commiitee and General Secretary Com-
rade Hu Jintao, hold high the great banner of socialism with the Chinese characteris-
tics, adhere to the guidance of the Deng Xiaoping Theory and the important thought
of Three Represents, implement and carry out the scientific development outlook in
depth, and write new brilliant chapters for realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chi-

nese nation |

Thank you all!
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PREFACE

The Ho Leung Ho Lee Foundation achieved sustained development in the past
year thanks to the concerted efforts of all concerned (including members of the Board
of Trustees and the Selection Board and the other volunteers) .

Against a backdrop of significant social and economic change since its establish-
ment in 1994 | the Foundation has remained focused on its objectives and continues
to play an important role in rewarding outstanding achievements in scientific and
technological fields.

The Foundation’s smooth operation and successful completion of annual award
assessments in the past year was due in large part to the strong leadership of the
Board of Trustees, including Chairwoman Professor Zhu Lilan, Vice-Chairman Mr He
Guangbei, Professor Zhao Qinping, Professor Kenneth Young and Mr Raymond C F
Or, as well as the support of the Selection Board. We also wish to thank the members
of the Investment Committee , whose good work saw the Foundation record a 20 per
cent return on investment in 2007, providing important financial support for the fu-
ture.

In response to sustained economic growth and social progress in China, in 2006
the Selection Board proposed forward-looking reforms designed to gradually upgrade
the award selection procedure in line with the principle of “a small step forward in
one year and a big step forward in three years”. In 2007, the Foundation selected 21
qualifiers for the Scientific and Technological Innovation Prize added under that prin-
ciple. That the achievements of prize winners continue to grow each year clearly indi-
cates the ongoing rise in scientific and technological expertise in China.

In late October 2007, Chang’e 1, China’s first lunar satellite, entered the
moon’s orbit. This not only marked a significant advance in China’s space exploration
initiative, but also highlighted our country’s strength in a broad range of scientific
and technological fields. At the 14th General Meeting of the Chinese Academy of

Sciences and the 9th General Meeting of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, Presi-
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dent Hu Jintao said to the effect that “Through sustained reform and opening to the
outside world over the past 30 years, China is now taking the lead among developing
countries in scientific and technological development, and has attained world-class
heights in certain scientific and technological fields. Scientific and technological pro-
gress in China provides important support for economic growth, social progress, im-
provement of people’s living standards and national security. ” He added to the effect
that “To the greatest possible extent, we should encourage and support scientific and
technological development, inspire innovation in scientific and technological staff,
and encourage talented individuals to pursue their careers, make achievements and
attain success. We should in particular provide young talent with more opportunities
and wider platforms, and foster a nationwide atmosphere for respecting and encoura-
ging innovation. ”

We fully agree that scientific and technological progress are prerequisites for in-
creasing comprehensive national strength, and that respect for knowledge, talent and
innovation is essential for encouraging and supporting scientific and technological
staff. We are convinced that with the concerted efforts of the Board of Trustees, Se-
lection Board, Investment Committee and volunteer workers, the Foundation will duly

fulfil its mission to encourage and reward scientific and technological development.

Lee Quo-Wei David T C Ho (eldest son of the
late Dr Ho Sin-Hang)
Leung Kit-Wah ( daughter Ho Hau Hay, Hamilton (son of
of the late Dr Leung Kau-Kui) the late Dr Ho Tim)

Hong Kong, June 2008
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