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INTRODUCTION

Myths are the world's earliest literature. They
originated in every country long before the invention
of writing. Handed down from generation to genera-
tion they were the slow growth of meny centurios
and were the work of many minds. They are thus,
more than any other form of literature, a social pro-
dut and refloct as perhaps no other form of litera-
ture the life and thought of the times.

Just as in the growth of the child the imagina-
tion is developed before the reason so in the history
of man the age of the imagination comes before the
age of reason. Mpyths belong to that first period of
man’s intellectual é.wa.kening when man was first
ifspired Ly a sense of intellectual freedom and power.
Myths are among the great intellestual achievernents
of the rase comparable to philosophy and science.
They arose from a like passion to know and under-
stand all things. ' '



As a presénta.tion of the universo myths are not-
without value. But their value is not_that of science
or of philosophy or religion. The soience, philosophy-
and religion in them are that of the age in which
_ they arose. They have long been discarded by think—
ing men. But the art of the myths is immortal.
They are still, more than all science and philosophy,
the inspiration of poetry, musie, "pa.inting and soul-
pture. The literature and art of no country can be
understoed mthouf. a knowledge of the myths of
hha.ta country.

Mr. Wong Shek has been & dlhgenh student of*
rmaythology. He presents in & brief and illuminating
form the great myths of western lands and the main
results of exhaustive studies in mythology of many
scholars. His book Should lead to & like study of
Chinese mythology. The world awaits such book
for the better understanding of China’s antiquity, art
and literature.

J. 8. KunkIe.
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