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ABSTRACT

Based on the “Sinogram-based theory”, the present book is a
new Chinese grammar book which is composed of four parts:
introduction, methodology, structure and expression.

The introduction part is the foundation of the book. It stresses
the theory that the study of linguistics must be based on the specific
features of individual languages. As the universal features of
language lie in the individual features of languages, theoretically
there are two ways to seek the universals in linguistics study: one is
to start from the individuals to induce the features of the universals;
the other is to start from the universals trying to find out the features
of the individuals. Since the general tendency in Chinese study is to
take the individual features of the Indo-European languages for
linguistic universals for granted, it cannot avoid following the
routine, to study Chinese according to the theory of the Indo-
European languages, instead of its specific features of its own. The
best way to seek for the special features is to begin from the
contradiction between the linguistic theories and the linguistic facts,
while in Chinese, it can be best revealed in the study of sinogram or
Chinese characters. A sinogram is a three-in-one basic structural unit
of form, sound and meaning, which is applicable in both written and
spoken Chinese, and therefore is the foundation of any Chinese
study.

The methodology part consists of six chapters. Chapter 1 points
out that the most efficient way to find linguistic features is to

contrast the languages, especially the basic structural units of
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35 " different languages. Chapter 2, starting from the understanding that

E language is the coding system of reality and motivation is the

i: semantic foundation of linguistic rules, proposes a new definition for

w “grammar”: “grammar is the rules that form motivation carriers into

g} basic structural units of a language”. Chapter 3 distinguishes the

I differences between the thinking modes and the thinking ability. The
s

latter refers to the ability to understand the facts which belong to the
entire human being, while the former are modes to realize that ability
which are different from nation to nation. Linguistics must start
from the study of the relations between the linguistic structures and
the thinking modes of the relevant linguistic community. Intuition
and inference may represent two different thinking modes of the
Chinese and the Indo-European speakers. Chapter 4 points out that
the Indo-European community base their linguistic cognition on
hearing which lay more emphasis on time, hence their linguistic
study emphasizes more on sounds and oral forms, while the Chinese
community bases their linguistic cognition on seeing which lay more
emphasis on space, hence their linguistic study emphasizes more on
scripts and written form. Sounds and scripts are two independently
and parallelingly developed coding systems which are joined in
written languages. Different script types have different relations with
sounds. Chapter 5 stresses the importance of the method of re-
analysis, to follow the change of motivation carriers and the
deepening of men’s understanding of them. Chapter 6 analyzes the
linguistic background of 20™ century China and points out that the
emphasis of grammatical study in Chinese has turned from “form” to
“order”, or the formation of sinograms.

The structure part consists of six chapters. Chapter 7 proposes
that Chinese semantic grammar is composed of three parts: the
semantic structure formed by two sinograms representing

respectively semantic image and semantic class, the structural modes



of centripetal, centrifugal and concentric combination, and the
semantic relation of restriction, introduction and coordination.
Chapter 8 proposes sinographic grammaticalization at first level. All
sinograms are classified into either nominal or verbal class by the rule
whether they can be negated by bu A (“not”). Chapter 9 discusses
coordination. It uses the term “markedness” to distinguish ci &
(“sinographic group”) from kuai & (“phrase”). Both Chapters 10
and 11 deals with restriction, Chapter 10 discusses restrictive
sinographic group or phrase with a nominal as the head and de
(“of ”) as the marker. Chapter 11 deals with sinographic
grammaticalization at second level when sinograms standing for
numerals and measurement are derived from the nominal and
prepositions and adverbs are derived {rom the verbal. Chapter 12
discusses introduction and syntax. It argues that the Chinese
sentence can be divided into two categories of voluntary and
causative. Which is quite unlike English sentences which can be
divided into two cagegories of active and passive. The latter is even
more important in Chinese as most “special structures” are derived
from it.

The expression part is composed of seven chapters. In Chapter
13 it differentiates the sentence in the Indo-European languages and
the sentence in the Chinese language. The former is for both
structure and expression while the latter is for expression only.
Therefore the study of Indo-European languages emphasizes the
structure of the sentence, suitable to be analyzed in a SV
framework, while the study of Chinese emphasizes the expression of
the sentence, suitable to be explained in a Topic-Comment
framework. Chapter 14 brings forward two notions of grammatical
categories and the semantic categories which can be derived from
inflectional languages and semantic languages respectively. Semantic

categories are related to the sinographic grammaticalization at the
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final level or the formation and application of modal particles. The
book also suggests that the study of semantic categories should
follow the method of “from inside to outside”, proposed by Otto
Jespersen. Chapters 15—19 are actually such a practice. Chapter 15
discusses the category of love and hate. The markers of this category
in Chinese are -zi ¥, -er JL, and -tou 3k, which are attached at the
end of a sinographic group. As is stated in Chapter 16, which deals
with the category of space, there are two types of expression in
Chinese. One is static, which emphasizes more on position and is
related more to noun-like sinogram (s). The other is dynamic,
emphasizing more on direction and related more to verb-like sinogram
(s). The former is marked by nei/wai /4 (*in/out of”), gian/
hou Bi/JG (“before/after”), zuo/you Z£/4 (“to the left/right”) and
shang/xia F/F (“on/under”); while the latter is marked by lai/qu
3k /3 (“this/that way”), jin/chu #/H (“inward/outward”) and
shang/xia I/ (“upward/downward”). Chapter 17 discusses the
categories of time. It suggests that whether a language lays emphasis
on tense or aspect is related to it:s dynamic or static nature of the

“ I

ego”. The “ego” in the Indo-European languages is dynamic, hence
its grammar lays more emphasis on tense; and the “ego” in the
Chinese language is static, hence its grammar lays more emphasis on
aspects. The markers for aspects in Chinese are le |, zhe % and
guo 1f. Chapter 18 discusses the category of affirmation/negation. It
argues that affirmation/negation is expressed through the smallest
expressive unit in a language. That is, the smallest expressive unit in
the Indo-European languages is sentence, so that negation is studied
in the syntactic structures, while the smallest expressive unit in
Chinese is sinogram, so that negation is mainly studied by
contrasting the meaning of sinograms. Chapter 19 discusses the

category of definiteness/indefiniteness. It holds that the feature of

this category, which is decided by the world-view of a language, is of




vital importance as it decides the direction of the grammatical
structure of that language. Definiteness/indefiniteness will be
concentrated on nouns or verbs according to whether the world-views
of the languages are emphasized on space or on time. It is a partial
view to discuss the category of definiteness merely in nouns. The
book ends up with the supposition of a general principle for the
parataxis in the structure of the Chinese language as “from known to

unknown” or “from what has appeared to what is to appear”.
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