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Concerning the Publication
of
Classics of the Ancient World

I A project to publish a series on ancient civilizations
is initiated by wus in order to introduce Western
Classical culture into China, and to help spread
Chinese Classical culture to the world, It is especially
coordinated with the project to fill in the gaps China
has on the studies of the ancient civilizations of
West Asia, North Africa, and Europe,

I Because inside China there are many scholars and
experts who have for a long time devoted themselves
to the studies of the civilizations in South Asia
(India), Southeast Asia (Indo-China) and East Asia
(Japan), and who have made great achievements
in their research,and since there are also quite a few
research institutions and abundant books and refer-
ence materials in these fields, it is proper that our
work in filling up the gaps in ancient classical stud-
ies at present should concentrate on the West, There-

fore our series mainly concerns itself with the fol-
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lowing fields:

A, Documents of the ancient Near East

1.Sumerian and Akkadian documents;
documents in the cuneiform languages
of Babylonia and Assyria including
those of the Hittites, Urartu and Elam,

2.Documents of ancient Egypt,

B, Western Classics: the documents in ancient Greek
and Latin to the time of Justinian,

C, Documents in ancient China from the period be-
fore the Qin Dynasty through the Empires of Qin
and Han;the Dynasties of Wei and Jin; the North-
ern and Southern Dynasties till the period of
the Selected works of Prince Zhao-ming, includ-
ing inscriptions on bones and tortoise shells, and

inscriptions on ancient bronze objects,

. The series is in bilingual format: documents of the

ancient Near East are in transliteration with Chigese
translation; Western Classics are in the original Greek
or Latin with Chinese translation, As for ancient
Chinese documents (inscriptions on bones and tortoise
shells and inmscriptions on ancient bronze objects),
the form is ancient Chinese with modern Chinese and
English,

An editorial board and a consultative committee will
be formed to assist this project and will include both

Chinese and foreign experts ,In the initial stage, the
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lInstitute for the History of Ancient Civilizations of
Northeast Normal University will be in charge of
the work, ’

The publishing houses of China should have this
series printed under the support of the publishing
houses abroad In the initial stage,the San-Lian Shu-
Dian will undertake the work and get cooperation
from outside, At present, the Northeast Normal Uni-
versity Publishing House is printing some samples,
This series will produce a popular edition inside
China to meet the need of the mass of readers,
Some parts suitable for teaching reference may be
published in loose-leaf binding,

The series on ancient civilizations is of vital and
lasting importance, We are now just at the very
beginning and trying to establish those branches of
learning as we study, There is an urgent need for
persons of ability on the studies of ancient Civiliza-
sions, We appeal to the universities and institutes
that have facilities to try start or help establish

those branches of learning,

Zhou Gucheng Prof. of Fudan Unijv,
Wu Yujin Prof. of Wuhan Univ,
Zhang Zhenglang Fellow of I.H.CASS

Hu Houxuan Fellow of I.H.CASS
Zhou Yiliang Prof.of Beijing Univ,
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Ren Jiyu Dir.,Natl,Lib.China
Zhang Zhongpei Dir.,Pal.Mus.Beijing
Liu Jiahe Prof.of Beijing Norm U,
Lin Zhichun Prof,of N.E,Norm .Usiv,
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1. Confucius’ Theory of the City-State and
“Under-Heaven”

“The Aralects” as the earliest book on politics in the
world The word politics comes from the Greek word
“polis”[ Latin, civitas], which in English means city-state,
The City-State was the earliest form of statehocd,
Every ancient civilization passed through and came into
being at the time when the clan system disintegrated, It
was characteristic of city-states to start wtih rather
small population and maintain to a great extent traces of
blood relationship, City-states came ounto the historical
scene in batches, In the course of development they took
various political systems, City-states fought each other
and some city-states annexed others, As a result, the em-
pire grew from them and the city-states by and by came
into the hands of ome or more ancient empires, Thus the
city-states finished their task in history, Before the
appearance of ancient empires, city-states were the object
of study for political systems in classical times, The“Re-
public” (IToAvteta) by Plato (c, 429—347 B.C,), “Politics”
(ITohtikév) by Aristotle(384—322B,C,)and%On the Repu-
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