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Dreface

By Long Yongtu

[IDeng Xiaoping pointed out, as early as in 1979, that “[w]e neglected
over years the studies on political science, law, sociology, and world
politics. Now we need to make up lessons and catch up.” He especially
noted that more work should be carried out on the “study of interna-

tional politics™.

[_ISince adopting the Reform and Open Door policy, China has made
significant progress in research on world politics and international is-
sues. Many new research institutes have been launched in governmen-

tal sectors and universities as well as colleges, many new disciplines



are added and curriculums developed, and sizable headway has been
made in researches. Due to the dedicated work by our scholars of
international relations, great achievement has been accomplished, nearly
attaining the objective of catching-up with the world assigned by Deng

Xiaoping.

(] However, there still exist many deficiencies in our research on in-
ternational issues, compared with our international counterparts. Par-
ticularly, since the end of the 20th century, the world has undergone
significant changes. Through the turns and twists, the multi-polariza-
tion of the world and globalization of economy are in formation. The
time has come that the world structure and order are going through
great shifting and change, and subsequently, the international relations
are being adjusted fundamentally given the turbulence. At the same
time, China is rapidly developing its economy and society. Thereforé,
China’s relation with the world has become a rather important issue of
contemporary international study. At this time of transition, we shall
seize the opportunities and concentrate on various issues that China

might encounter in the process of its peaceful development.

[[] Fully aware of its importance and urgency, China’s institutions of
higher education and research organizations have been exploring vari-
ous means to deepen the discussion and research on international issues.
Part of such efforts is the Series of International Studies published by the .

Institute of International Studies of Fudan University.

[] The Institute of International Studies at Fudan University consists of
Center for American Studies, Center for Japanese Studies, Center for

Russian and Central Asian Studies, Center of European Studies, Center



for Korean Studies, Nordic Center, and Department of Latin Ameri-
can Studies. Young as it is, the Institute has centralized the e;sence
of intellectual expertise of international studies at Fudan, maintain-
ing certain cutting-edge research capabilities. Above all, the Center
for American Studies, as the leading state-level Base for Humanities
and Social Sciences Innovation, has been undertaking the perennial

important research on America and Sino-U.S. relations.

[_IThe authors of this series of books include both well-established
and respectable senior scholars and emerging young researchers. It
is expected that several books will be published each year, mainly
focusing on studies of major powers, China’s foreign policy, China’s
peripheral environment, and world political and economical issues
etc. It is our hope that this series will help advance international

study in this country.
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Abstract

Beginning with an analysis of the relations betweeq American
neoconservatism, liberalism and conservatism, this book traces the
rising and falling of neoconservatism, sheds light on its basic ideas
and arguments, and analyzes its impact on Bush administration’s
foreign policy. _

Neoconservatism budded in late 1960s and early 1970s. Seen
from its extension, it is a kind of political thought represented by
neoconservatives philosophically responding to American politics of
1960s and 1970s. Seen from its connotation, it originated from
liberalism, but has found its philosophical foundation in the theory
of “Natural Right” founded by conservative political philosopher
Leo Strauss. In the course of its theoretical construction,
neoconservatism has drawn on the philosophical essences of
classical liberalism and traditional conservatism.

As a political thought, neoconservatism has experienced ups
and downs in its historical development. In 1960s and 1970s,
neoconservatism changed its position from liberalism to
conservatism and made its own way in the policy debate of that
time. In the 1980s, a group of neoconservatives joined the Regan

administration and put their diplomatic ideas into policies and

1
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practices, thus making neoconservatism well-known to the world.
With the end of the Cold War, neoconservatism once sank into
obscurity. The Bush administration, however, offered a chance for
neoconservatism to recover its vigor and force and the happening of
September 11 attack enhanced the prevalence of its policy
arguments.

Neoconservatives believe in the doctrines of the democratic
peace and offensive realism. Aimed at reconstructing the world,
they péy much attention to the ideological factors in foreign policy
and actively promote America’s liberal and democratic values.
Meanwhile, they advocate the full use of American forces in dealing
with foreign affairs and the challenges to America’s national
.interests, calling for the realization of America’s world leadership.
After September 11, neoconservatives put forward the guideline of
preemptive war against terrorist organizations and the nations
seeking WMD and the idea of regime change in so called “rogue
states”.

The inclination of Bush administration to neoconservatism
makes it possible for the latter to dominate the strategic thinking
and policy choice of the former. September 11 attack turned this
possibility into reality. The neoconservative influence on Bush
administration’s foreign policy is reflected in the fact that America
not only launched the preemptive war against Iraq aiming at the
regime change, but also has started the democratic experiment in
Middle East with Iraq as the cutting edge. On the other hand, Bush
administration once adopted tough China policy, causing the

tension and instability in Sino-U. S. relations.
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The Iraq War symbolized the peak of neoconservative
influences upon Bush  administration’s foreign policy.
Nevertheless, neoconservatism faces a number of challenges. Seen
from the social basis, economic capacity, diplomatic pressure and
international structure, neoconservatism has a long way to go
before it really wins the “war of ideas”. Currently, the Iraq War is
a double-edge sword for neoconservatism. The result of the
reconstruction of Iraq will directly decide the influence and

development of neoconservatism in the future.

[Key Words] Neoconservatism Neoconservatives Bush
Administration September 11 Iraq
[Class Number] D871.2
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