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ABSTRACT

The book, consisting of two parts, deals with the general issues
of graphics from perspective of semiotics and presents the author’s
own theory concerning graphics.

Part 1 introduces the concept of intergraphictivity the author
advances based on the theory of intertexuality in semiotics, that is
“Graph is defined in a relational framework of language-graph and
graph-icon”. Intergraphictivity, in other words, explores the
relationships among language, graph and icon with reference to
graph. The author points out that the most important issue in
graphics lies in studying the relationship between graph and language
and between graph and icon, which is named integrated approach to
the study of graph in this book. The author argues that lack of sense
of intergraphictivity and taking graph as subordinate to language or
as opposite of icon to limit the graphics in a narrow academic vision
are the characteristic of the study in current graphics.

Integrated approach to the study of graph focuses on studying
intergraphictivity rather than on simply studying language record,
respecting the independence and subjectivity of graph. In a sense,
graph as basic unit features this approach. Instead of simply turning
language-based to graph-based, the theory of graph as basic unit
aims to revive the sense of intergraphictivity, which supplies a
relational framework for studying the issue of graph as basic unit.

Part 1 also analyzes types of intergraphictivity which includes
substitution and complement.

Substitution type refers to the hierarchically identical relationship
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between two contrastive items which constitute language-graph
relationship or graph-icon relationship: a present substitute item
replaces a substituted item, and the substituted item is assimilated,
obscured, delayed by the present substitute item, with both unified
in substitute item.

Complement type refers to complementary relationship between
two contrastive items which constitute language-graph relationship or
graph-icon relationship. The two contrastive items are mutually
discoverable, referential, conditional and complementary.

On the basis of above analysis, the author argues that Sinogram
is of complementary relationship in terms of language-graph
relationship (Sinogram complements to Chinese language), and of
substitutional relationship in terms of graph-icon relationship
(Sinogram substitutes for icon). Latin alphabet is of substitutional
relationship in terms of language-graph relationship ( letter
substitutes for sound), and of complementary relationship in terms
of graph-icon relationship (letter and icon are mutually conditional
and complementary). The author holds that the differences between
Sinogram and Latin in terms of the types of intergraphictivity mirror
the nature of the two cultures.

Part 2 classifies four functions of Sinogram with perspective of
language-graph relationship and in accordance with intergraphictivity,
advancing a systematic theory of Sinogram semiotics.

The author contends that Sinogram, a semiotic system relatively
independent of Chinese language, possesses four functions: graph-
formation function, graph-construction function, informative function and
cultural function.

Graph-formation explores how Sinogram deals with language, in
other words, in what way Sinogram presents Chinese language. The
author reforms the traditional theory of Six Categories of Sinogram-

formation into Two Categories of Sinogram-formation, namely




Ideogram and Ideophone. In this way it is revealed that Sinogram is
mainly a motivation graph in terms of Graph-formation mode.

Graph-construction function mainly represents the static.
synchronic structural relationship between Sinogram and Chinese
language. The author believes that Sinogram shows a nature of
second-order symbol in terms of graph-construction function. The
concept of second-order symbol deals with two issues. One concerns
separateness of language and graph, that is, how to separate the
graphic element or the language element from a graphic unit or a
language unit. The other concerns unity of language and graph, that
is, the mutual complement, influence, and transformation between
language and graph.

By means of the degree of isomorphism and correspondence
between Sinogram and Chinese language, information function of
Sinogram mainly explores the truthful, prescriptive relationship
between language and graph, which means the degree of deliniteness
of information, including zero degree and deviation.

Cultural function of Sinogram represents Sinogram as basic unit
of Chinese culture: Sinogram is not only the essential material of
Chinese culture, but also the self-reconstruction mechanism and

historical goal of culture. Sinogram means Chinese culture itself.
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