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On October 1st 1949, the founding ceremony of People’s Republic of China was held, ushering
in a new era in the Chinese history. Beijing, as the capital of New China, opened a new chapter of
the history of the ancient capital. Today, after half a century of struggle, we welcome the 50th
birthday of New China. The people of Beijing together with the whole nation celebrate the
glorious day warmly, with a feeling of immeasurable joy and excitement!

50 years ago, the old Beiping was a miniature of the semi-colonial, semi-feudal society of old
China, with a broken city and declining trades. The masses lived in a dire poverty, no color, no
happiness, but only hard working.

In the last 50 years, under the direction of the Party Central Committee and the State Council,
with the support of the whole nation, the municipal Party Committee and the municipal
government led the people of the city to struggle hard, and a vigorous and prosperous ancient
capital was built. Especially since the reforms and opening up to the outside world, all kinds of
trades developed rapidly along the socialist road with Chinese characteristics. The capital’s
economy has realized a leap growth unprecedentedly, with a beautiful urban and rural appearance,

‘prosperous trades and improving living conditions. Beijing has changed from an abnormal
corisumer-city to a comprehensive metropolis. Its infrastructure facilities are being perfected,
industrial structure is rational, the culture and technology are developed, and its economic
strength stands in the front of the country. Now, Beijing becomes a window exhibiting the
achievements resulting from China’s reforms and opening up, which is yearned by domestic
people and attracts worldwide attention.

50 years are very short in human history, but just in this 50 years, Beijing has changed
tremendously under the leadership of the Communist Party of China. The picture album of
"Tremendous Changes In The Ancient Capital” reviewed the 50 years of Beijing urban
construction with the contrast of the new and old pictures, it would arouse a great feeling in
people to love the motherland, to love the capital. Let’s hold high the great banner of Deng
Xiaoping Theory firmly, led by the CPC Central Committee with comrade Jiang Zemin at the
core, put forward the reforms and opening up and the modernization construction undertaking
comprehensively to the 21st century, with enthusiasm, high morale and creative work, welcome a

more beautiful tomorrow of our capital—Beijing.

Jia Qinglin
September, 1999
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Beiping was liberated peacefully on January 31st 1949, and the Chinese People’s Liberation Army marched

into Beiping on February 3rd 1949, greeted by the people warmly.
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On October 1st 1949, the founding ceremony of People's Republic of China was held, and on the Tian'anmen Rostrum, chairman Mao

Zedong proclaimed solemnly that the Central Government of the People's Republic of China was founded.
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On November 9th 1989, the Fifth Plenary Session of the Thirteenth Central Committee of the Communist Party of China was held in
Beijing. The picture shows that comrade Deng Xiaoping shook hands with comrade Jiang Zemin warmly.
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MAKE THE ANCIENT CITY THE CAPITAL AND
MAKE A GREAT PLAN WITH NOBLE AMBITION
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On October 1st 1949, the founding ceremony of People’s Republic of China was held solemnly and ceremoniously on the Tian’anmen Rostrum
and Tian’anmen Square. Chairman Mao Zedong raised the first Five-Starred Red Flag. A grand dress parade and masses march with about 300
thousand people taking part in were held before the Tian’anmen Rostrum, it showed that from the moment the people of China stood up. Beijing,
as the capital of New China, opened a new chapter in the ancient city’s history, under the leadership of the Communist Party of China.

Tian’anmen Rostrum was the front gate of the imperial palace in Ming and Qing Dynasty. After the founding ceremony of People’s Republic of
China, it was renovated on a large scale in 1952, and on both sides of it the reviewing stand was built. Tian’anmen Square was a closed square
before with enclosing wall and Qianbu Corridors on both sides as well as three doors separately on the east, west and south, which were removed
together with tram track in 1957. In the year of 1958, the Monument to the People’s Heroes was completed. In 1959, the Great Hall of the People,
the Museum of the Chinese History and the Museum of the Chinese Revolution were built, and the square was widened. The Chairman Mao
Memorial Hall was built from 1976 to 1977, and the square was widened again. It became the largest square in the world with 890 meters long
from north to south, 500 meters wide from east to west and a total area of 445 thousand square meters. The Chang’an Avenue which is from the
east—Dongdan to the west—Xidan, was renovated and widened in 1950s. The extension of Chang’an Avenue from Dabeiyao to Gongzhufen was
built and widened since the Policy of Reforms and Opening up was carried out, and new buildings rose besides the Avenue, the appearances
changed day by day. In 1993, the State Council authorized "Urban Overall Plan of Beijing (1991-2010)" requiring "complete the renovation of
Tian’anmen Square and the both sides of the Chang’an Avenue(from Fuxingmen to Jianguomen)", "make it a solemn, beautiful and modern
central square and an east-west axis of the city". In June 1997, Tian’anmen Square became one of the first model bases of patriotism education.

To welcome the 50th anniversary of the founding of New China, the municipal Party Committee and the municipal government decided to
renovate Tian’anmen Square on the basis of the Overall Plan. After the mobilization meeting held in October 1998, each district, department and
unit concerned paid great attention to it, and workers worked hard day and night, despite the intense heat in the summer and the bitter cold in the
winter. They completed the project on time with high standard and high quality. Now Tian’anmen Square, Chang’an Avenue and its extension
take on an entirely new look, and its function is more perfect. With great momentum, it will welcome the grand celebrations of the 50th birthday
of the People’s Republic of China.
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