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After finishing Magical Chinese Characters — Building Blocks for Learning Chi-
nese Characters, you’ve already had a good foundation for learning Chinese characters.
Now you are ready to move on to the second stage, during which you will learn about
1000 compound characters.

Compound characters are composed of two or more building blocks (core charac-
ters), implying that they can be separable. More than 90% of the Chinese characters
are of this kind, among which most are pictophonetic in structure, with half of the
character, namely the radical, expressing the meaning, and the other half indicating
the sound.

We have chosen from the Building Blocks for Learning Chinese Characters the most
commonly-used building blocks which can be used as radicals expressing meaning in
compound characters, suchas “%”, “AK”, “%”, etc., and radicals which do not by
themselves occur as charactérs in modern Chinese, such as “i_", “+7, “~"  etc.
These radicals will comprise the focuses of our lessons, and you will learn some com-
pound characters composed of them. You will find it not difficult to learn these charac-
ters, because the characters with the same radical usually have similar meanings. You
will also notice that there is much less character-writing practice because you’ ve already
mastered the building blocks — all you have to do now is to put them together into diffe-
rent combinations. This way you can make significant progress in your character learning.

In vocabulary, the numbers “@, @, @ and @” correspond with the four levels
in Guideline for Chinese Words and Characters, with “(1)” representing the most com-
monly-used characters.

In order to emphasize the learning of radicals and characters, in each lesson we de-
liberately put the characters made up of the radicals learned in current lesson into the text.
However, due to the limited content and length of the article, many newly-learned
characters can’t be included in the current lesson but have to occur in other lessons,
which causes a lot of inconvenience for the learners. Therefore, we suggest learners to
use at the same time My Mini Radical Dictionary in the same EazyChinese Textbook
Series since as a dictionary-type workbook with 122 commonly-used radicals, it enables
the learners to fill in the characters they’ve learned in the blanks corresponding with the
constituent radicals, which is very suitable to be used together with this Radicals for
Learning Chinese Characters.
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W Iy RADICAL A mu

”

be changed to “ 7.

B &= NEW CHARACTERS

IR DB A BE =

RFEEHAZ

) S BN

% The character originally looked like a tree with root at the
bottom, branch on the top and trunk in the middle. Used as a
radical, it is related to woody plant, trees, wood, things made of

wood, etc. When it is written on the left side, the last stroke has to

(D bé&n  n. root, principal; mw [measure word for books)
A3k essentially, originally £ basic, fundamental, elementary
* Putting a stroke at the bottom of “/K” makes “ZA” which means

root, original .

(@ cdi  n. material

AF%F(AA) person of ability, talent A wood, timber, lumber
A4 ¥} (lido) material, data

* #4 and 4" have the same sound.

@ chd . check
similar to H.

Ki#F check up, examine

@ chdi n. firewood; similar to 28
K £E match

* %4 and I, had the same beginning sound in ancient times.

o
2
S

@ cin n. village
AR countryside, village ) village
* £ and 5} differ only in tone.

i

(D gdi  general, approximate
KHE general idea; maybe 4% (kud) summarize

* HE and BE had similar sound in ancient times.

FE

| 4

(2 gé n. square formed by crossed lines
same sound as 1 s qualify, reach standard, pass (examination)

* 1% and 4% differ only in tone.

(D) gén n. root, base; similar to fR; same sound as PR
A basic, essential, fundamental

* i and R (gén) differ only in tone.
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@ guin  n. stick, wand
HeF rod, stick

* #2 and E&(kln) have the same ending sound uen.

A

@ ji v. gather, collect; same sound as
tE hcentralize, focus 5 gather (K collective
* Originally it was “#&” which looked like three birds gathered in a

tree.

7

@ jid n. frame; wv. put up
Uil\" ’J" l]‘:nn«- |'] ’4'1 |)( v()l\hllt‘“

* 22 and JIl1 (ji@, lesson 47) differ only in tone.

(k) @ jian  ». check; same sound as ¥
Ki#r check up. examine

* £ and £ (qian) have the same ending sound ian.

@D ké similar to B
FRB a tree

* 1 and % had similar sound in ancient times.

mw [measure word for plant);

A
ey

@ li
B H pear

* & and FJ(li, lesson 46) differ only in tone.

n. pear; same sound as -

@ n. plum; same sound as H.
FF plum S Mr. Li

* The bottom part “f” means fruits.

(#) @ 16u  n. building, floor
(3 HEASD stairs

* % and %% (16u) have the same sound.

fo#% tall building I upstairs "% second floor

3 R W A

NS

(f%) @ qgido n. bridge
similar to 47,
* #F and 7%(qido) have the same sound.

(B) @ shu  n. tree

* Originally it was “f#”; same sound as “H (shu)”.

% >

(¥%) @ song n. pine; adj. relax, loose
FCHS relax ¥ (ging) # light, relaxed

* #A and 23 have the same ending sound ong.

@t
PR stairs  HLES elevator, lift
* £ and 5% have the same ending sound i.

n. ladder, steps, stairs

R e e ) (S = S TR B i e
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(%) @ tido n. twig; mw [measure word for sth. long]
ZAF condition. qualification
* Originally it meant twig or branch. Also it is used as a measure

word for something long.

@ wei not
similar to 4%, T

A K future A may not, not necessarily A<A haven’t

@y n. chair; same sound as B, DA
fr chair

* 1% and 7¥(qi) have the same ending sound i.

I P AR

@ zhi  n. branch, twig; mw [measure word for small long things]
same sound as B P F7 branch

* 1% and 3 (zhi) have the same sound.

@ zhi . plant, establish
¥ plant, foliage
* 1 and P have the same sound.

@ zhud n. desk, table
B table, desk

* 5 and KL (zhuo) differ only in tone.

Y | @da v build
| 4

* % and Z(dd) have the same sound.

@ mi  adj. close, dense

A )
'~ - : .
% = UJ(qié» intimate, close B (M) % secret %45 password

* % and 2% (Mi) have the same sound.
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% The character originally looked like two grasses with leaves.
Used as a radical, it is related to herbs, fruits, vegetables,

flowers, Chinese traditional medicine, etc. It is usually written

on the top, and also called “cdozitou”.
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4= NEW CHARACTERS

R DB S F

@ bo

.»’,l-' [35: J ] s - . ]
{5 2> pineapple (B A spinach

* 7% and J% have the same sound.

D cdi  n. vegetable, dish

g ta

i3 vegetable, greens 53 order dish
A g 2

* 3£ and % (cdi) differ only in tone.

@) cang . store, hide, conceal

3 and J& (zGng) have the same ending sound ang.

@D cdo n. grass
ELA herbage FiHh grassland

* K and K have the same ending sound do.

@Dchd n tea

same sound as &

ﬁ
/
R
E * After harvest in autumn, gather and put the grains into the storehouse.
/ j Y

o JiE
Z] 4% black tea ZKZ3 green tea




