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Tales of Traditional Chinese Culture consists of four books: Classic Fables of
Traditional Chinese Culture, Classic Legends of Traditional Chinese Culture,
Classic Myths of Traditional Chinese Culture and Classic Anecdotes of Traditional
Chinese Culture, which are matched with vivid illustrations and plain English transla-
tions. These illustrated books help readers of different cultural backgrounds share the
essence beauty of the traditional Chinese cultural heritage. The lovely and interesting
tales will quench the thirst of foreigners who are interested in traditional Chinese culture,
and the Chinese youngsters who enjoy the topic of traditional Chinese culture bilingually.

Fables of traditional Chinese culture often use exaggerated and imaginary means, as
well as distinct and lively languages, to convey moral truth and embody the philosophy
of life. The outstanding representatives of them are Zhuangzi's fables. Zhuangzi's fables
set forth the mystery and deep philosophy of “Non-action” and “Harmony of Human and
Nature” in a romantic and exaggerated artistic style, explaining the secret essence of
TAO with simple and common stories, which enable people to chew the taste while they
gain enlightenment and moral truth. Fables like A Walk Learner in Handan, A Mantis
Blocked a Chariot, A Sigh of River and Zhuangzhou Borrowed Grain have been
widely known by almost all Chinese families.

VLegends of traditional Chinese culture are extremely rich and plentiful, passed
down from generation to generation, regarded as an invaluable treasure among the folk
literatures. Chinese legends are based on real Chinese history, and are often characterized
by the folk andrace. Some famous Chinese legends like Lady Meng Jiang Wailed at the
Great Wall, Mulan Joined the Army and Jiang Ziya's Fishing are widely spread




among the people in China down the ages.

Myths of traditional Chinese culture often deal with supernatural beings, ancestors,
or heroes in remote antiquity, explaining aspects of the natural world or delineating the
psychology and customs of the society like Nu Wa Saved the Sky and Kua Fu Chased
the Sun. The protagonists in myths are often described as immortals or half-immortals.
Even though there are supernatural facts in myths, the figures, times, and spots of the sto-
ries are often true. Of the most favorite myths of love, Niu Lang and Zhi Nu, Lady
White Snake and Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai are most treasured by readers domestic
and abroad.

Anecdotes of traditional Chinese culture, which are spread widely by the folk, often
center around ancient Chinese emperors, generals, premiers and famous scholars, such as
King Yu Tamed the Flood, The Oath of Brotherhood in Peach Garden, Su Wu
Herded Sheep and Judge Bao Investigated the Lost Donkey Case. Most of the per-
sonage anecdotes reflect the people's yearning of honest and upright officials and the de-
sire of peace and happiness.

Traditional Chinese culture, deeply rooted in these tales, is an intangible heritage
from our ancestors. It records wide circulation and spectacular phenomena of the tradi-
tional culture, and pervades the blood of Chinese all over the world in sense of kindred
spirits, conventions and values. Tales of Traditional Chinese Culture exudes the flavor
of the Chinese race, “sparkles with their wisdom and reflects the essence beauty and bril-
liance of Chinese culture. Readers not only read the vivid tales with implied profound tra-
ditional Chinese culture, but also gain the ability of bilingual perception.

Ren Xiuhua
Non-action Study, Beijing
November 30, 2008
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