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Preface

Zhaoling Tomb is situated in the northern suburb of the ancient Shenyang city, which is five kilometers from the city center,
and therefore it has got another name, Beiling (the Northern Tomb). As the largest of the three resting places for emperors outside
the Shanhai Pass, this funerary park covers an area of 3.3 million square meters. Sitting in front of a small hill, it was built in
accordance with standardized regulations of the imperial mausoleums. The Longye Hill is well combined with green pines agd
cypresses. In front of the hill are temples and towers harmoniously built in picturesque disorder. The golden tiles and red walls are
embellished in green to make the park more beautiful and attractive. The well-known top ten sights in the mausoleum are: the
accumulated snow on the hill, the collected sunlight on Tumulus, the brightly-lighted town viewed from the pavilions, the moon-
light on the special glazed tiles of the Tablet Pavilion, the misty rain scenery in the oaks, the tidal current of the Hunhe River, the
orioles and other birds on the grassy marshland, the bramble finches resting on the Five-phoenix ToWér, the tale about a person
attaining the way to become a celestial being, and the fall-like draining from the mouth of dragons in the rainy season. There is no
doubt that they include not only the beautiful hills and lakes, but also magnificent architectures. As a matter of fact. some of them
are rare specimens for fine art, such as the Chinese Ornamental Columns (columns erected in front of the palaces) with delicate
sculpture, Stone Pillars, Stone Archwayw, Tablet Pavilion and Long En Hall. The stone animal figures of the life-like size are
vivid and sculpted with bold and unconstrained styles. They performed as the guards to protect the safety of emperors. A Taoist
priest named Miao Junji in early Qing Dynasty had written a poem in high praise of the magnificence of this imperial mausoleum.
Distinct from other mausoleums of Qing Emperors, Zhaoling tomb, with its elegant surroundings, is a man-made funerary park.
It embodies not only the creativeness and wisdom of the laboring people in ancient China, but also the perfect combination of two
civilizations of Han and Man nationalities.

Zhaoling tomb is the mausoleum for Emperor Huangtaiji (of Manchu nationality), the first emperor of Qing Dynasty, and
Empress Boerjijite.

In the early seventeenth century, the name of Aixinjueluo Huangtaiji had once been heard everywhere inside and outside the
Great Wall. He led his warriors galloping across the vast land of Northeastern China and shocked the emperor of the Ming
Dynasty (the former dynasty). He was most skilled at riding and shooting, and therefore got the name "the emperor on horseback".
As areal outstanding statesman and strategist of Man nationality, he had made his life full of legends. Unfortunately, he passed
away at an early age without realizing his ambition to extend his power and seize the regime from the former dynasty.

The construction of the tomb began in 1643 (the 8th year of the reign of Emperor Congde of the Qing Dynasty), and was
completed in 1651 (the 8th year of the reign of Shunzhi). After the intermitient extension by later emperors, Zhaoling tomb takes
its present shape.

All the rulers of the Qing dynasty attached great importance to this funerary park. They set up special offices and assigned
officers there to conduct strict administration. Thousands of officers and soldiers were chosen to take chérge of the safety respon-
sibility and renovation work of the tomb, and also the annual memorial ceremonies. After Beijing was made the capital, the
successive emperors including Kangxi, Qianlong, Jiaqing and Daoguang, altogether made ten inspection tours of the tomb, and
held grand ceremonies to commemorate their ancestors, which showed their emphasis on this ancestral mausoleum.

Zhaoling was under the supervision of the local government after the downfall of Qing dynasty. In the 1930s, it has once
been opened to the public and become one of the tourist attractions in Shenyang. However, a great number of architectures inside
were destroyed and pines were stolen under the Japanese puppet regime.

After the new China was founded in [949, people’s government took over the control of this tomb and allocated a certain
amount of money annually to renovate this park. Since then, Zhaoling tomb has been under the special protection of Chinese
government and Chinese people as precious cultural heritage. It is classified as one of the major historical and cultural sites under
state protection in 1982. In recent years, more funds have been appropriated to remake the surrounding situations and to recover
its original appearance to the greatest extent. The local government is adopting vigorous measures to apply for world cultural
heritage. Zhaoling, an imperial mausoleum of China, is bound to become a world-famous gem of human cultural treasury.

Authors
Shenyang, Oct, 2002
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