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Preface

Located to the east end of South Guanlin Road in Luolong
district, Luoyang City of Henan province,Luoyang,
Guanlin is the mausoleum of Guan Yu, a famous general
during Three Kingdoms and has gone through more than
1,780 years. With the time going by, the wars taken place
and the heroes living in Three Kingdoms has become a
legend and been remained in the memory of Chinese. But
Guan Yu is one of few people in Three Kingdoms being
remembered and worshiped.

Annals of the Three Kingdoms * Wei Book ¢ Biography
of Wu Emperor has the record: Cao Cao, the king of Wei
kingdom, came to Luoyang in January, 25th year of Jian’
anreign. At the same time, the wars broke out between Wu
and Shu kingdoms. Sun Quan, the king of Wu kingdom,
defeated Guan Yu and captured him. After killed Guan Yu,
Sun Quan sent the head of Guan to Luoyang and gave it to
Cao Cao in order to frame Wei kingdom to fight with king
of Shu Kingdom. Cao Cao discovered the plot and buried
the head with great honors outside the south of Luoyang City.

Because Guan Yu was both loyal and brave and conforms
to the requirements of the feudal system, the rulers of the
succeeding dynasties make the deification to him and
conferred him as "Guan Gong" or "Emperor Guan". He had
deep influence on the folk as well.

After Sui and Tang dynasties, Guan Yu began to be
worshiped by most Chinese. People painted his portrait
and buried incense before his grave. Up to the middle of
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Tang dynasty, Guan Yu had been adored as a god. In the
15th year of Wanlireign of Ming dynasty (1592 A.D),
local people of Luoyang raised money to rebuild and
enlarge Guanlin. At that time Guanlin took up land more
than 70 mu. Up to 48th year of Wanli reign of Ming
dynasty, the temple had become a big construction
complex composed ofhalls and corridors.

Guanlin was rebuilt in the Qing Dynasty from the year
0f 1660 to 1907 by the emperors, the empresses, the
center or local officers, the merchant or the common
people. Guanlin was extended into a large courtyard,
which is covered a land of 180 mu with thousands of
cypresses inside. From that time, thousands of Chinese
have contributed money to build the temple continuously.

Inlayout, Guanlin has the typical features of tra
ditional Chinese architectures, with major buildings
standing along the axis one after another and the tomb
of Guan Yu lying at the far end. The temple was designed
and built symmetrically and highly embodied the
characteristic of traditional architecture of China.
Moving south from the drama tower, there was the big
gate, theroyal avenue, the dragon column, the drum-
towers, the incense burner, thecorridors, Qisheng Hall
Ping’ an Hall, Caishen Hall, Wuhu Hall, Niangniang
Hall, Steles and the pavilion, etc. All are located along
the axis line of the temple.

Two stone lions, weighing 1.5 tons and cast by the
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people in Ming Dynasty, stand on each side of the temple
gate and carry a sacrosanct air. The traditional Chinese
front door, which shows the dignity of feudal dynasty, is
inlaid with lots of golden doornails. The steles and stone
tablets with the epigraph written by late emperors or
elites are rare treasures of Chinese traditional art. The
Lions Channel, which is connecting the Big Gate and the
worshipping Hall, represents the highest art achievements
of the stone carving in Ming and Qing Dynasties. There are
all together 104 stone lions standing on tops of the supporting
columns along the Lions Channel, each of which has its
unique pose and appearance. These vivid and lifelike lions
-represent the art of stone carving of ancient China and are
peerless in the world. Scattering in Guanlin are splendid
houses with carved beams, painted rafters and protruding
caves. Incense smoke coils up around the halls, pavilions
and steles. In the halls, the statue of Guan Yu, who is seated
in the middle and is wearing a gown embroidered with
dragons and a crown of emperor, embodies the dignity of
imperial ruler. His son, Guan Ping who is holding Guan
Yu's large official seal, and Zhou Cang, who is holding
Guan Yu's broadsword, stand beside him and look valorous.
After witnessing the statues, every visitor is impressed with
the special power of Guan Yu.
In the courtyard of Guanlin, more than 800 hundred
cypresses are scattered. Most of them were planted in
Ming dynasty and lived over 400 years. With these

ancient cypresses, the temple is encircled with fragrance
and the scenery is too quiet and beautiful for every visitor
to leave. Green cypresses of Guanlin became one of eight
scenes of Luoyang city as well.

One book of the Spring and Autumn, two sages worshiped
by the scholars and warriors, After Song dynasty, Guan Yu,
with Confucius, has been worshiped by the rulers and the
common people. The temples of Guan Yu are scattered to
all around not only in China but also overseas. The virtues
of Guan Yu including loyalty, bravery, justice and honesty
are eulogized and inherited by all Chinese. _

In recent years, Guanlin has been paid much more
attention by local government. Every year, the grand
ceremony named the Root-seeking Tour of Oriental Culture
and the International Pilgrimage Ceremony of Guanlin,
Luoyang of China is held in Guanlin. Every person, if visits
Guanlin at that time, may witness the grand festival and
enjoy local folk dramas and acrobatics, etc. after looking
Guan Yu and his grave with reverence, visitors usually donate
some of money to Guanlin for the rebuild. With scientific
management and concern of every Chinese, Guanlin will
become more famous known by Chinese as well as foreigners
and becomes one of the best scenes in the world.

Wang Zhihuai, Director of Luoyang Guanlin
Management Committee
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