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This book — Design Thinking — origi-
nated from a general sense of unease, on my
part, about a distinction that seemed to per-
vade systematic treatments of design as a cog-
nitive enterprise in which problem-solving
processes were divorced from explicit formal
and formgiving considerations of design as
such. In the one case, processes and proce-
dures were the main thing, regardless of where
one started or ended up, and, in the other, the
product was the center of attension regard-
less of how one arrived at such a product. By
contrast and in an attempt to reconcile these
apparently divergent if not contradictory
views I argued that both issues were inextri-
cably interwined and, if anything, one’s a
priori position was highly determining of the

final design result.

As acknowledged elsewhere, much of
the book was based on seminars goven to
students in the Ph. D. program in Architec-
ture at the University of Pennsylvania on
the general theme of methods of inquiry, dat-
ing back as early as 1983. Other material,
such as the case studies of designers in ac-
tion, drew upon earlier research at the School
of Architecture at Rice University dating
back to the late 1970s. In the essence, many
of the views expressed by me in the book
are, by now, almost thirty years old and even
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the books mode of presentation seems now
to belong to the preoccupations of a priori
era. Nevertheless, today I still find much of
what I wrote in the mid-1980s to still be valid,
if not a little naive and in need of expansion.
In particular, the chapter on normative posi-
tions could be significantly elaborated and
seems to me, today, to be nothing more than
an outline of perhaps even a separate text.

Writing on the advent of a Chinese-lan-
guage edition of Design Thinking and know-
ing vastly more about China and Chinese cul-
ture than I once did, I am a little uneasy about
the strong reliance placed on the Western
canon of architectural thought that runs
throughout the book. Clearly, if I had writing
it now I would have included many cross-
cultural examples and a less particular of ref-
erences. Certainly, if the central premise of
the book concerning a priori reasoning must
also taken into consideration. However, that
being said, probably what follows in the book
would continue to account for thinking be-

havior of designers in action.

Peter G. Rowe

New York City
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