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- Many students of English in China find it easy to master
grammar rules as well as long lists of vocabulary, but find it diffi-
cult to speak like a native English speaker. Indeed, some students
memorize long and difficult words in an effort to sound native.
However, their speech ends up sounding dull, heavy, and foreign
to native ears. Other students simply base their oral English devel-
opment on practice, and although it is true that confidence may be
gained through practice, practice does not suffice. Speaking like a
native speaker is not only based on practice and confidence, but
also on a readily-available repertoire of colloquial idiomatic ex-
pressions. Such expressions make one’s spoken language more
colorful and lively, as is true in any language. This has become
an increasingly-important area of concern for students as foreign
English tests, such as the TOEFL, focus on measuring students’
ability to freely adapt native expressions into their speech.

This book empowers students with this ability. It teaches
students common idiomatic expressions through a new and innova-
tive method. Students from China are readily familiar with idiomat-
ic expressions in their native tongue, Chinese. Many of these Chi-
nese expressions have counterparts in the English language. This
book matches idiomatic expressions in Chinese with those in Eng-
lish and thereby provides students with the opportunity to synthesize




a deep understanding and memory of the native English idioms. In
addition to being matched with a common Chinese expression,
each idiomatic expression is followed with teaching comments on
its usage and origin. Below the comments, students will find a
mini dialogue which puts the expression into context, with a side-
by-side Chinese translation thereof. This allows the student to see
an example of how the expression is used. Finally, each entry is
concluded with common mistakes in translation of the expression
from Chinese to English. :

In all, this book teaches students native English through fa-
miliar colloquial expressions in Chinese. Furthermore, unlike oth-
er English idiom and slang books in the market which teach rarely-
used or outdated expressions, this book lists idioms that have been
carefully selected by a panel of native English speakers based on
the strict criteria of their common use in modern English. Chinese
students may rest assure that the colloquial English they learn in
this book will give them the necessary arsenal to sound like a
native English speaker. :

The quote “ Practice does not make perfect. Only perfect
practice makes perfect. ” comes from the great American football
coach Vince Lombardi, who was legendary for his coaching suc-
cess and motivational philosophy. It captures the attitude you need
to achieve your success. Your success is in your hands.

Good luck! .
: David A. Barrutia
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