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Michael Hill

Taking Calls Anywhere, Even Into the Woods

High above the trees and surrounded by sky, the Adirondack peaks can
seem far removed from the everyday world.

Unless, of course, the guy next to you is jabbering' on his cell phone.

Such a surreal® scene played out on Mount Marcy’s’ summit in front
of state forester* Jim Papero. He remembers it well “It was cold and windy.
Beautiful. You could hear the wind whistling and everything, then this ... he
was talking to his stockbroker.”

Call It Crazy
Cell-phone chatter, already common at restaurants and shopping

! jabber: v. BUEHhiE, BB, £5. Hli0: He jabbered out the words in what
seemed a foreign language. fhYLE PR MBI RAEVISMRIE.
? surreal: adj. BYEH, BLOMK, RESBBOMMEERN.
3 Mount Marcy: n. S IERALMEILT—LL).
* forester: n. AN, HEH.
1
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malls’, is heard more and more oftén in the wilderness®. Hikers and
campers are tapping3 into personal directories® to ask directions and
apologize for dinner delays, to bum’ rides and call in sick®.

This is not amusing to many campers, hunters or others who appreciate
nature’s quiet. The problem has prodded7 New York environmental
officials, who also worry about hikers using cell phones as lifelines®, to
promote’ phone etiquette'® in the wilderness.

“To be walking down a trail or expend the effort it takes to climb one of
the high peaks, and to see someone on the telephone ... it’s disconcerting,”
says Stu Buchanan, regional director of the state Department of
Environmental Conservation.

all: n. YhL, #HiF.
? wilderness: n.JEEF, i, RERREGNTAEERNRFRIK, SKigrpm
BHREHNKREF AL,
* tap on (against): I,
* personal directories: A AE A .
S bum: n.v. &K,
§ callinsick: [T BLi% &R o
7 pl’Od: V. W, fﬁ:ﬁ"“ﬁ’fﬂ, ‘ﬁﬁo
3 lifeline: n BER, £HE, BEENTESGEUEEBSELE).
? promote: v. Kjig, {B#, BUC(RMRS, 18il. $IH: promote a constitutional
amendment BRZEBER.
O etiquette: n. A, 7.
2
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- Millions Carrying the Things
There’s no. backwoods' cell-phone e:pidemic2 just yet. But calls®
from the wild have become noticeable recently, now that wireless phones
reach an estimated 74 million users nationwide.

What can be a mere irritant* in civilization can be a lifesaver’ in the
wild. Rescues have been launched after timely® calls for help from remote
arcas. Even many “Ridge Runners,” whose job is to help hikers on the
Appalachian Trail’, now carry cell phones.

Problem is, cell phones aren’t reliable in the wild because cell towers
tend to be far apart. Then there’s the problem of getting a phone to work in
gorges, gullies and other pockets® amid peaks. It's a Catch-22° because
efforts to build cell towers in remote areas are often opposed by locals and
conservationists concerned about rural eyesoresm. : :

! backwoods: adj. FEHLHI, RIFRM, HARH, HEFK.
? epidemic: n. BHE, BHEWAT, (RMFERAT, FATH.
3 call: n. ﬂ%ﬁc
4 irritant: n. FIWA, FES .
5 lifesaver: n.fEE.
S timely: adv.BifHh, EMHh.
7 the Appalachian Trail: PIENEE/NE, MLTFEELRIE.
¥ pocket: n.MiHh, HIBREGPMN, REEHTRHM KA.
% catch-22: n& AL NEIME. 7B HHEE/EK Joseph Heller T 1961 45
BI/DB Carch-22, PXFENR (BT &FM).
10 eyesore: n. RIBRKIKT, HMKRF, W4T
3
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Even when phones can hail a signal’ in the backwoods, rescuers

complain about “trivial emergencies®.” Rangers® in New York report
picking up the phone to hear hikers asking directions or complaining about
sprained wrists.

Asking Too Much?

Rick Donovan, owner of an outdoor gear store in the Berkshire hills at
Great Barrington®, Mass., has received cell-phone queries about how to
light the camp stove’. Or worse: “They’re calling my store and asking me
for a ride. What happened to the days of walking down the mountain?”’

Baxter State Park in Maine has banned the-use of cell phones on park
grounds, as it had earlier excluded radios and cassette players.

Park naturalist Jean Hoekwater says the ban in part targets® nuisance
calls the likes of, “Honey? Guess what I'm in front of right now. A big
moose!™”

! hail a signal: RHES.
? trivial emergency: BUFEHE ST,
* ranger: n. MBS, KGR, KR, WHOA, REN.
/* Great Barrington; ER#, X BB BN FH—IRH, LT Y TESH AT, 1746
FERA TEEEEMN W — .
camp stove: n. (ETHHFNPF, FRMELP.
¢ target: n.H#F, XN&, WF.
7 Moose: n.[Z] BEREG=TFIbEK—MARE).
4
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New York has no bans yet, but the state-sponsored’ effort to

discourage frequent and non-emergency use of cell phones is to begin this
summer with brochures, videos and trailhead postings®.

Can education work? Michele Morris, senior editor of Backpacker
magazine’, calls it the key. She’s hoping for new attitudes of self-reliance’
and consideration.

Will Manners Win Qut’?
Stephen Jacobs, an associate professor of information technology at
the Rochester Institute of Technology, predicts the problem will “auto

(1)

cotrect™ over time’ as more people consider it rude to ring.

Don’t expect cell phones to disappear from the woods any time soon
though. A survey by Backpacker magazine last year found cell phones a

popular item on readers’ “to buy” lists.

Meanwhile, some high-end8 cell phones can pull in signals'9 from

state-sponsored: JHAE#, FEIp.
trailhead postings: /MER S AbFIFRERE .
Backpacker magazine: n.BtiE#H K&K, HRERE.
self-reliance: n. BHi§, AHE A,
win out: FRINENIRME, BELHEYE, KERI. .
auto-correct: EFIZIE.
over time: BEENHAL%.
high-end: H&HR.
pull in signals: #HEFES, EZES.

5
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satellites, eliminating the need for towers. With the right equipment, even
the deepest, most remote gulch' can be just a phone call away.

"gulch: n. [%] T4, e, il (RIEET MK,
6
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By Ron Schmidt' |

This morning I was drivin'

behind this SUV?-- ,

Was the driver paying attention?
Didn't seem so to me.

As he weaved from left to right,

As unconscious as can be...

He jumped the curb® with his "Burb”
And barely missed a tree.

(Chorus4)v .

Oh...he's talkin'--talkin'--

talkin' on his cell.

And if you don't like what he's doin’
You can just go to hell.

He thinks he's so important--

1 Ode To The Cell Phone: {FHLA). ode: nIFiEHF, K.
2 SUV (abbr. Sport Utility Vehicle): @m&zmn&ﬁ$

3 curb: n%ik.

4 chorus: v. &8, FAHIE, ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁ

7
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He can't even hear you yell.
'‘Cause he's talkin'--talkin'--
talkin' on his cell.

I stopped by to get some groceries--

To give myself a perkl.

Only to see him once again--

That cell-phone-babbling2 jerkB.

Cell phones seem to be everywhere,

In store aisles they do lurk®.

Chatting so vain--in the checkout lane--
On their way home from work.

(Chorus)

Oh...he's talkin'--talkin'--

talkin' on his cell.

And if you don't like what he's doin'
You can just go to hell.

So make your obscene® gesture--
Use profanity6 as well.

Uperk: vi. B, KE, ®E. v B, TH.

? babbling: n. #I%, BILKHAHPEEE. adj. HHBRY.
*jerk: [REIEE, WK,

4 lork: wvi. 9&;&: ﬁ'ﬁt’ ﬂﬁa

5 obscene: adj. HEFSHI, WM.

6 profanity: n. ﬁf@e

8
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He's still talkin'--talkin'--
talkin’' on his cell.

I took my lady dining

Toa t:réndyl Beef and Beer,

And hear this annoying whining®--~
At a dining table near.

Who dat yakkin'3 so loudly--

A sittin' there proudly?

Same flake--cell growing from his ear.

(Chorus)

Oh...he's talkin'--talkin'--

talkin' on his cell.

And if you don't like what he's doin'
You can just go to hell.

He should stop for red lights?

Use turn signals? Oh, do tell.

He's too busy talkin'--talkin'--
talkin' on his cell.

He's got a cell phone in his Beemer
And in his Cherokee.

trendy n FEAY, EENENA. adj. FATH.
whlne n, fﬂ@’ ZE&’ E“Q vi. ﬁ%’*?ﬁy %ﬁ, 7if¥‘3%, kng"gﬁ
? yak: vi. (yakked; yakkmg)[%@]%@ﬁﬂ” PR, PR,
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One's in his Chevy Subdivision,
And Explorer XLT.
"What's with the phone,” I hear you groan,

"That you have there by your knee?"
The response is very simple:
It's his security.

{Chorus)

Oh...he's talkin'--talkin'--

talkin' on his cell.

And if you don't like what he's doin’
You can just go to hell.

He doesn't hear you honk? your horn--
The train whistle or the bell.

'Cause he's talkin'--talkin'--

talkin’' on his cell.

! Beemer, Cherokee, Explorer XLT #4%E4 .,
2 honk: vi.’{ZEM Y\ W, 40 The driver honked the horn of his car hoping to disperse

the crowd in the street. T H1IER 2200 U\ £ 150880 vk AEHE 8T E I A BRI B
10
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Emma Ross

Study: UK Teens Are Smoking Less, Using Cell Phones More'

British teens are smoking less, and talking more on cell phones. A
couple of researchers think that may not be a coincidence®.

The cell phone seems to compete with cigarettes as teen statements of
fashion and rebellion, the scientists suggested in a letter published in the
British Medical Journal. ‘

Smoking Down, Cell Phones Up

While cigarette smoking among British 15-year-olds has dropped
from 30 percent in 1996 to 23 percent in 1999, cell phone ownership had
risen sharply over the same period to about 70 percent today, the scientists
noted.

! chic: n.BEMER CLiglaLsmRiE).
2 coincidence: n. —H, 4, 4.
11
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