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PREFACE

Citrus is the most important fruit crop in south part of China; it is grown
in 20 provinces (autonomous regions and municipalities) in the area of Yangtze
River and the southern part to this river. The current annual production of citrus
reached to 17.898 million tons, ranking the second in all the fruits in China, just
behind apple. Citrus fruit in China is mainly consumed as fresh, and only about
5% is used for processing. China has a long history of citriculture, the record
can trace back to 4 000 years; also, China is the very important origin place for
many citrus types and varieties. The rich germplasm in China coupled with the
long cultivation history has led to the harboring of variety diversity; the ripening
season begin in the middle of August and ends in next June. Different types
of citrus including Mandarin, Tangerine, Sweet orange, Pummelo, Kumquat,
Lemon and Citron have been cultivating in China. Besides using as fresh fruits,
citrus is also used for ornamental purpose and for Chinese medicine.

In the past decade, citrus industry developed quickly; a dozens of new
cultivars have been released and cultivated to substitute the old ones. The
diversified citrus fruits in the market could verify the achievement of variety
improvement. Exploiting the local varieties and introducing good varieties
from abroad further enriched the citrus germplasm in China. For introducing
the currently cultivated cultivars or varieties in China, citrus experts in different
areas of China under the organization of Chinese Society of Citriculture have
taken 4 years to take photos of the cultivars with digital camera under the
same standard to compile this book. It is the achievement of their hard work.
The book includes more than 100 cultivars or varieties which is commercially
cultivated or used. The book has true-to-type color and uniform pictures
with brief introduction to each cultivar both in Chinese and in English; it is
knowledgeable as a reference book.

I believe the publishing of this book is not just to celebrate the 11th
International Citrus Congress that will be held in China soon, but also, it will
greatly promote the sustainable development of citrus industry.

CHEN Yaobang
The honorary Chairman of Chinese Society of Citriculture,
the former Minister of Agriculture of P. R. China

Jan 2008
Beijing
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FOREWORD

China is the major origin place of citrus in the world. With an over 4000-year history
of cultivation and long-term natural and artificial selection, China has harbored the most
abundant citrus germplasm in the world.

In China, citrus are mainly distributed in the 20 provinces (autonomous regions and
municipalities) of Hunan, Jiangxi, Sichuan, Guangdong, Fujian, Hubei, Guangxi, Chongging
and Zhejiang etc. In 2006 the national citrus acreage reached 1 814.5 thousand hectares,
which took the lead in the world, with a total annual production of 17.898 million tons,
ranked the second among the citrus producing countries. The principal cultivars are Loose-
skin mandarins, Oranges, Pummelos, Hybrid citrus and others (Citrons, Lemons, Limonia,
Trifoliate oranges and Kumquats etc.)

In 2008, the International Citrus Congress will be held in Wuhan, China. To introduce
citrus varieties grown in China to the worldwide citrus community, the Chinese Society of
Citriculture decided in 2004 to organize a committee to edit and publish this book “Citrus
Varieties in China”. With about 3 years effort, the committee members national-widely
collected materials, took photos with digital camera, selected the most typical pictures
and composed the illustration to each variety. The first draft was achieved in 2006 and
the delivery draft came into being at the beginning of 2007. In November, 2007, the final
approved draft was accomplished after amendment and supplement.

The book consists in two parts: the general situation and the cultivated varieties in
China. It introduced 168 cultivars (including strains), respectively presenting the origin and
distribution, the main botanic characteristics, fruit traits and the evaluating comments. Each
cultivar had a typical picture of the fruits in different views. This book in fact is the first
scientific monograph that wholly introduced the citrus varieties being grown in China, as
also showed the citrus breeding progress and achievement in this country. It could be used as
a reference for people who work in citrus industry, and for students.

It is grateful that the compiling work has received support and assistance from the
Plant Industry Administration Department, Ministry of Agriculture of the P.R.China, the
agricultural administration of main citrus producing provinces (autonomous regions and
municipalities) and counties. The main citrus research institutes of citrus and many members
of the Chinese Society of Citriculture made great contribution to the book, including
providing samples and joining in the photographing. We would like to take this opportunity
to thank them all.

Since the limited time and other reasons, some local elite varieties might be missed
in this book and need further supplement in the future. Criticism and rectification to the
careless omission and faultiness are respected and appreciated.

The Chinese Society of Citriculture
Jan 1, 2008
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As a pioneer in growing citrus, China has a more than 4000-year long
history of citrus production. It was recorded in “Yugong” written in the time
of Xiayu (about 21st century B.C.) that Ju (Mandarin), You (Junos) and Zhi
(Sour orange) were listed as tribute items, which indicated that citrus fruits were
cultivated and used as tributes at that time. In Spring-Autumn and Warring-
States Periods (from 770 B.C. to 221 B.C.) it was literarily described that “the
most delicious fruits are ‘Ju’(Mandarins) from Jiangpu and‘You’(Poumeloes)
from Yunmeng” and that “there are thousands of trees of ‘Ju’in Shuhan and
Jiangling”. There is one chapter called “Ju Song” or “ The Song of Mandarin”
in the poem of “Li Sao” compiled 2 000 years ago by the famous poet Qu Yuan,
indicating that citrus was widely cultivated in Sichuan, Chongqing, Hubei and
Hunan at that time. The world’s first monograph of citrus, “Ju Lu”, written
by Han Yanzhi in the Song Dynasty (1178 A.D.), recorded 27 citrus cultivars
from Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province, together with technical description of citrus
propagation, cultivation, disease and pest control, harvesting, storage and




