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Abstract: This is an interview between Xue Chunxia and Professor Huang
Yuanshen of East China Normal University. The interview covers many key
issues in current literary and cultural research in China such as the relations be-
tween literary theory and text, methods and orientation, autonomous critical
consciousness and innovation in literary study. Professor Huang lays special
stress on close reading and regards it as the basis for literary criticism. Critics
from different cultural background need to realize their advantage of cultural
perspective in text reading, and endeavor to make voices of their own. He
suggests that critical innovation could only be found if critics are confident
enough to rely on their own thinking than borrow criticisms from others and
bold enough to question the existent opinions. Such an arguing capacity, ac-
cording to Professor Huang, could be acquired with the habit of independent
thinking. He advocates young critics to nurture a good sense of judgment in lit-
erary reading and form autonomous critical consciousness in literary study.

Key words: theory and text; cultural perspective; autonomous critical con-

sciousness; innovation
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