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What has been expounded comprehensively and systematically in this book Jadeite
Appreciation and Evaluation is the gemological characters of jadeite, the main
contents are as follows: jadeite’s color and quality evaluation; processing crafts and arts;
the main types and cultural implications of jadeite products; the feature of raw jadeite;
mineral compositions and structure; enhancement and identification of different kinds of
Jadeite similarities. Also included in the book are jadeite’s genesis and mineral deposit
characteristics.

A summary of the achievements of long years of study on jadeite’s gemology, expe-
riences and views shared among peers, research on jadeite markets and salesmen’s expe-
rience are incorporated in the book, together with basic knowledge and a rich set of
demonstrative pictures relevant to jadeite.

The book, with its appropriate arrangements of ideas, clear description of concepts,
explicit writing, rich contents with wonderful pictures and strong practicality, offers
easy understand and claims much value of practical reference. It can be used not only as
a reference book for those who are engaged in jadeite identification, sales, appraisal and
collection, but also as a textbook for college teachers and students majoring in gemology
or jewelry design.
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Jade has been much valued by Chinese people for more than 8000 years. They
appreciate it, enjoy it and wear its artistic products. Therefore, a long history of another
unique culture has been formed. This love of Jade is rooted in its profound cultural
sources. In ancient times, the Confucians, Taoists and Buddhists respectively held
different views about jade. For example, Confucians advocated the “virtue of jade”,
Taoist adored the “soul of jade” and Buddhists valued the “charm of jade”. Among these
views, Confucius ever advocated eleven virtues of jade to regulate men’s words and
deeds, which are benevolence, wisdom, Justice, courtesy, music, loyalty, integrity,
heaven, earth, morality and truth, so there was a saying that jade is indispensable toe
man except for some special excuses. Chinese’s special adoration for jade is originated
from primitive worship for totem and sacred consecration for heaven. They placed their
hopes on jade and endowed jade with all kinds of peculiar and mystical implications,
such as rites of sacrifice, fending off evil, protecting houses from damage, keeping the
wearer safe and sound, gaining wealth, promoting prosperity and so on.

There is the saying: “The most beautiful stone is Jade.” Among various kinds of
Jade, jadeite is the most precious. Jadeite has been regarded as the “king of jades”
because of its gorgeous colors and luster, smooth and tenacious texture, mild and trans-
lucent appearance, rigorous condition of formation and scarcity of product origins.

Jadeite is given the name of “Feicui” in China, which is originally the names of
birds. The book “Exposition of Chinese Characters™ in Han Dynasty has such a definition:
“Fei denotes the finch of red feather, and Cui denotes the finch of cyan feather.”
Thereafter, people found some kinds of Jade with colors similar to the feather of
“Feicui”, hence, they named it “Feicui”. The name “Feicui” can not only depict such
Jade’s gorgeous colors, but also appropriately imply its character of vitality and rarity.

It has been 300 years since jadeite is widely used. Despite of its short history, its
brilliance has aroused enough envy from all other kinds of jade. It is in Qing Dynasty
that jadeite gained the admiration of the imperial family and the nobles led by Emperor
Qianlong and Empress Dowager Cixi, and was named as “Jade of the imperial family”.
From then on, jadeite has raised her value and ranked first of all jades.

Both ancient and modern people show great love for jade. Nowadays it has become
a fashion to wear jade adornments. Jadeite, as a kind of jade with glamorous appearance
and mysterious cultural implications.fine texture and the charming greenish colors,
aroused more and more people’s love and adoration, and the price of jadeite is becoming
more than doubled or tripled as the products are becoming scarce.

The love for jadeite by Orientals lies not only in its mysterious cultural implications,
but also in its translucent to opaque property, which is a good match for the Orientals’



reserved temperament. It is owing to the wide varieties of properties like the rich colors
and luster, fine and lubricous texture, abundant species and water contents, exquisite
craftsmanship out of the hand of the jade-carving masters and unpredictable trading
process that make jadeite fascinating and extraordinarily marvelous.

It is often said that “Jadeite is more difficult to get than gold.”From late Qing dyn-
asty to 1949, the price of jadeite had risen more than 200 times, during which period, the
top grade jadeite rose more surprisingly. In recent years, the price of jadeite has kept
rising continuously, as it becomes more and more popular, and it seems that the price is
getting too high to be beyond reach, as the resources and products are becoming scarcer
and scarcer. Meanwhile, there are more and more imitations out of high-tech imitation
techniques emerging in the market, which adds more difficulty in distinguishing them
from the genuine with the help of general means of gems identification and ordinary
equipments.

China is famous for its exquisite craftsmanship in jadeite processing, and has made
numerous great craftworks of jadeite. However, there are too few books on Jjadeite to
offer systematical introductions and directions, as it is very difficult to give an overall
and practical account about jadeite and its appreciation. The knowledge about jadeite
involves so many aspects, such as gemology, history, culture, aesthetics, optics, chemis-
try, cultural relics and mechanical processing etc. Besides, experience plays a key role
in processing and sales trade.

It is out of the demand of the development of the jadeite market and the need from
the practitioners of the trade, as well as requirement from the amateur jadeite hobbyists
that we have compiled this book, so as to share our knowledge, insights and experiences
about jadeite with the readers. In the course of compiling this book, we have done many
surveys and elaborate market research on Jewelry market and international Jjewelry exhi-
bition in Hong Kong and Taiwan and visited Jadeite processing sites and sales markets
in Guangdong, Yunnan, Beijing etc, along with substantial exchange of views with
jadeite experts and merchants. Moreover, we have also systematically summarized the
results of our long-term research on jadeite.

In the history of jadeite development, Yunnan and Guangdong have been important
Jadeite processing areas, while Beijing has claimed the biggest jadeite consuming
market for a long time, with a history of jadeite appreciation for more than 300 years. To
a large extent, Beijing jadeite market trends at times have had its influence over the
overall jadeite marketing in our country from the Ming and Qing Dynasty, and this influ-
ence even extends so far as to countries in Southeast Asia, like Korea, Japan etc. The
experience and technology related to Jadeite have been handed down from generation to



generation, and have increasingly influenced Beijing’ s jadeite sales companies, for
example, Beijing Caishikou Department Store Co., Ltd. (hereafter referred to as Caibai
Co. Ltd. for short) is one of the major distribution agencies in Beijing. In this book, we
also adequately summarized the practical jadeite sales experience of this company as
we believe that it might be just what so many jadeite collectors concern most.

The goods of jewelry (jade ornaments) and gold ornaments in Caibai Co. Ltd.
have been awarded the honor of “Famous Brand Product of China™ successively in
recent years, which is inseparable from the pioneer and enterprising spirit of Zhao
Zhiliang, chairman of the board of the corporation. For a long time, Zhao Zhiliang has
been always attaching importance to creating Caibai jewelry brand, perfecting and de-
veloping the concept of characteristic management. At the same time, he has also been
actively promoting cooperation in technology research and product development with
the colleges and institutions of scientific research, scheming and organizing all kinds
of work on development, and leading the staffs to the circumjacent countries and areas
for investigation, thus a great progress has been made in technology development and
talents training of the corporation. The publication of this book is embodying partial
fruit of the cooperative research on jadeite.

The chief writers of the book are He Mingyue and Wang Chunli, and the other
participants include Liu Ge, Zhang Yuerong and Yang Na from Beijing Caishikou De-
partment Store Co., Ltd., as well as Dong Jinkun, Fan Guizhen, Chen Jingjing and Ma
Hong from China University of Geosciences (Beijing).

Lastly, we would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all of those institutions,
corporations and colleagues that offered great help and support to us both in our study
on jadeite and during the course of writing this book.
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