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Chapter 1 A Romance —BZEI

1 —BRN

Romance

-} l Background Information W

The following dialogue takes place at a University a few days
before the final year students are about to graduate.
The people involved in the dialogue are:
Mary — a Science graduate
Helen — an Arts graduate
Linda — an Arts graduate
Elvis — an Arts graduate
Cory — an Engineering graduate
Ms. Williams — an English teacher
Mr. Daniels — a Science lecturer
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PART 1 The Coffee Shop

Linda: Hi Mary, it’s hard to believe we will be graduating in a
couple of days.

Mary: It’s going to be wonderful. My parents are coming for the
graduation.

L: Mine too. They are just so happy for me.

M: Oh look. There’s Elvis; he’s just come in.

L: He’s a hunk. Wave him over.

M: (waving) Hi Elvis. Come and join us.

Elvis: Thanks. It’s good to see you two. Have you ordered?

L: Not yet. We only just got here.

What would you like? The treat’s on me.

Thanks Elvis. I'll have a cappuccino; what about you Linda?

: Yeah. The same for me.

: OK. Hang on; I'll be back in a minute.

You’ve got a bit of a crush on him; eh?

c2er 2

Sort of! We’ve always got on well and we’re very good
friends.

Is that all? But you really like him, don’t you?

Sure I like him a lot but, we’ve both been too busy with our

ol

studies to get involved.

=

: So, what are you two going to do with the rest of your life?

M: I've got a scholarship to do my Masters. That’s going to take
care of me for the next two years.

E: And what about you Linda?

L: I will be doing a year at the Teacher’s Training College before

being assigned to a school.

b 2
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E:

M:

M:
E:
L:

: That’s great. I'm going to the Training College too.

: You are! I thought you were going to work for a newspaper.

I was but, I couldn’t get the job I wanted at the city paper and

they only offered me a position at the local rag.

So, you changed your mind and now you’re going to be a

teacher?

: Yes. I've signed up for a 3 year contract but, eventually, I
want to go and teach overseas.

: That’s what I want to do too. Looks like we’re birds of a

feather.

Here comes Helen and Cory. Call them over.

They’re a pair of lovebirds if ever I saw any.

Hey Helen. Come and join us.

Helen: Thanks. What are you three up to?

E

: More to the point, what are you two up to?

Cory: Mind your own business; you sticky bugger.

Sro@mER

=

3

: Ahh. It sounds as though there’s something afoot here!
You’ll find out in due course.

You’re not getting engaged, are you?

Mind your own business.

Methinks, he protests too much.

: (To Helen) Do tell fair maiden; has the handsome Prince

proposed?
We haven’t even graduated yet. Whatever made you think
that?

Ahh, you see. She answers the question with a question.

: What we do is our business. You’ll find out when we’re

ready.

H: What about you and Linda, Elvis? What are you two going to

3
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M:

C:

do?

: Come off it. We're just friends, but we’re both going to the

Teacher’s College next year.

: So, you’re going to be a teacher Elvis? You’ve given up the

idea of being a journalist?
That was nifty. You’ve changed the subject and still haven’t
answered the question.

Like I said; you’ll just have to wait and see.
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' Questions 1 _

e

/1. Why did Elvis decide to take up Teaching?
#
2. What do Elvis and Linda have in common?
SR 4B i Fe Bk SR A AR A ) BT
3. What do you think is the relationship between Helen and Cory?
%
4. Why doesn’t Mary seem to have any romantic attachments?

A A BERBEA FMA? &m

HL2LFEMBEHERIF?

ERERFERRMTLER?

H:

PART 2 The University Campus

Can I ask your advice please Ms. Williams?

Williams: Of course you can Helen.

H:
W:

It’s about Cory.

What’s the problem? I've been hearing rumours that you two
are getting engaged.

That’s the problem. That’s all they are; just rumours.

But you two are very close; aren’t you?

Yes we are. I think I love him.

That might be part of the problem.

What do you mean? Aren’t I allowed to be in love?

Oh, you’re certainly allowed to be in love and, if you were,
you would know it without having to think about it.

What do you mean?

Love happens. It’s not logical, it’s not planned, it’s not
something we think about; it just happens and when it does
you just know it.

6
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: So, maybe, Cory is having second thoughts?

Or is it you? Being close to someone is one thing, being
infatuated is another, but love is something altogether
different.

How am I going to know the difference?

That’s something for you and Cory to work out. Nobody can
do that for you.

Thank you Ms. Williams. Now I’m going to have to think
about this.

(In another part of the campus)

C:

You're a man of the world Mr. Daniels. Can you tell me

about women?

Daniels: Certainly. They are one of the greatest unsolved

mysteries of the Universe!

: That’s not very helpful.

Unfortunately, it’s a fact. We, mere men, are but slaves

when it comes to the guile of the female sex.

: Are you speaking from experience?

Vast experience. I have made it a lifetime quest to study the
inner workings of the female mind.

: And what have you found out?

Absolutely nothing. They remain as big a mystery to me as
they were the day I started my quest.
You’re not going to be very much help then.

: Perhaps, if you tell me your problem, I might be able to put

you on the path towards your own quest.
I don’t want to go on any quest; I just want to know how to
tell if I'm in love.

You’re not!

: What do you mean; I'm not? How do you know? I haven’t
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even told you how I feel.
Well, one thing I did learn from my journey into the
unknown; if you’ve got to ask whether you are in love; then

you’'re not.

: How can you be so sure?
: Love isn’t rational ; love isn’t planned; love isn’t something

you can turn on and off like a tap. It’s there, it happens and
when it happens you know it.

: As simple as that?
: For a vastly irrational, unreasonable, unknown commodity such

as love; yes; as simple as that!

: But what happens if one person falls in love with someone and

they aren’t in love with you?

: Ahh! Then, what you have is a can of worms.
: I don’t follow you.

That’s one of the pitfalls when we talk about love. It’s a can
of worms that takes a vastly superior intelligence to anything
possessed by you or 1.

You’re having me on?

Certainly not, my dear boy.

So, what’s the answer?

There is no answer! Love happens! If it happens to two
people in the same place at the same time then, it can be a
truly joyous occasion.

But, what happens if it only happens to one person?

As 1 said before; a can of worms!

You’re not much help Mr. Daniels.

Sorry, my dear boy, but that’s the nature of the beast. Each
of us have to work these things out for themselves,
especially, when it come to love.



