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Text A American Small Talk

The culture in which each of us lives influences and shapes our feelings, attitudes, and

responses to our experiences and interactions with others. Because of our culture, each of us has
knowledge, beliefs, values, views, and behaviors that we share with others who have the same
cultural heritage. These past experiences, handed down from generation to generation, influence
our values of what is attractive and what is ugly, what is acceptable behavior and what is not,
and what is right and what is wrong. Our culture also teaches us how to interpret the world.
From our culture we learn such things as how close to stand to strangers, when to speak and
when to be silent, how to greet friends and strangers, and how to display anger appropriately.
Because each culture has a unique way of approaching these situations, we find great diversity in
cultural behaviors throughout the world.

Learning about cultural diversity provides students with knowledge and- skills for more
effective communication in intercultural situations. The first step in being a good intercultural
communicator is to know your own culture and to know yourself — in other words, to reflect
thoughtfully on how you perceive things and how' you act on those perceptions. Second, the
more we know about the different cultural beliefs, values, and attitudes of our global neighbors,
the better prepared we will be to recognize and to understand the differences in their cultural
behaviors. The knowledge of cultural differences and self-knowledge of how we usually respond
to those differences can make us aware of hidden prejudices and stereotypes which are barriers to
tolerance, understanding, and good communication.

A

1. Whenever we run into somebody, we will greet each other. But have you ever noticed any
differences in greeting different people such as your parents, neighbours, teachers, colleagues,
classmates or superiors? List one or two ways you use in greeting different people.

2. Even if in the same culture, there exist some differences in greeting each other. In different
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cultures, greeting varies even more. Can you give some examples to show these differences?

A

1. The topics of these conversations are very general and often situational — people start talking
about anything in their common physical environment, such as the weather, the room in
which they are standing, the food that they are eating, etc.
PP S ZE M E— S ERRT S ZiNAR. XEEEWTSHEERAE
Z—o MFrSMRX—AEILESEARRAER,EREE SERX, BiFrSEHEPAER
AT
1) R4S RSB #9535, 20 : Jane,, Susan, and I — we all could not believe our ears when
we heard the news. BB IR —RAIT B Bt A BARERITAE %,

2)FESHER, ARFERNBREL, 0.1 — I think I should at least have a try. F——RIA
RBMBLRZRA—T

3) R LR B SLRI%E4T, 40 . This is the most important point — Are you listening to me? iX
REEEN—R—IRERRIE?

4) 5 7 58 VA Bk 1% B9 A A 43, 40 : John — her boyfriend — bought the roses for her.
B— A B R — R SR BERTE
4, #E in. which they are standing £ ,in which #§X4F where,

2. Asking someone about his/her occupation is also very common, especially for Americans,

who place a high value on working. -
place a high value on sth. ; +23FH - P
People in America place a high value on punctuality. 73 E AfJ3E%¥F EFH,
KB B A place great emphasis/importance on sth. ;
Nowadays, many people in China place great importance on learning English. BlfEiF £ H
AT ERILESS
3. Last, in a country like the United States where people move so often, places of origin are
often discussed as well.
BeA) o where £E R R BIFEIS | MM AIESH LR EEMNA, BEBL EHBEE
R, LR EE Ao BULmBERN . &E, EREXMER, B TAIETS
THE , BRI X 7 BB LA AR TR LAY
4. Two other subjects will immediately make Americans uncomfortable: age and money.
AT, B S RENEo SRR E SRR BN EE N REN A,
A 1 Bk, 58 SR T RRTIE SRR IRRER, R BT S ER,
BSEXRIEPEAHT: .
1) 5| KM IEX FESR KRS, 4 : The daily newspaper contains four sections; news,
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sports, entertainment, and classified ads. FRFRARALIEL T4 FH AEEF B R
BRI
2) AT R RERIANKREEZ G (EERERLAES) , il :Dear Madam ;/Ladies and
Gentlemen .
3)AFRPE RS BIAREE, 40 ; Relevance : Communication and Cognition{ B : bR
Hika,
4) FoneatR)E L, Blin:10:10 a.m.  EF+HE+HL
The new swim record is 3:38:17. EEHIFHKICFREI S 38 %17,
Your chances of winning the lottery are 1,117,693:1. 1SEHR¥EHPER 1117 693 &
o
5. Regarding financial matters, income and the price of possessions are also personal matters and
should not be used to start a conversation with an American.
A regarding AAriE], BN X T, ET, YT with regard to, as regards,
6. Being aware of these acceptable and unacceptable topics may help people from other cultures
feel more comfortable around Americans they are meeting for the first time.
A] ' help —iAIA] LR to AR E R, AT LUBRAW to WA ER ., XE feel IR
to, 7E4H] FHYEEE 5 people from other cultures [EIEXP R IE,

V.8 “j

1.topic n»n 588, H,FE
f5i| : The topic for today is “Environment & Urbanization”. 4RKEEA " SHHL" .
This is the topic sentence of the paragraph. XX EiEH FH4],
2. general |
a. 1) —th, EE Ry .
{5 : This is the general principle we should follow in dealing with such matters.
TR A0 F b 288 (1) R B O 32 3 ST )BT
general knowledge — 413K, ¥ iR
general education FEEF
general public 338 5 &, A&
2) B, TR, 2R
5 ; Just tell me the general idea of the story. R 2T E IR HENER,
The general opinion is that the film is a great success.
AT RN AR ZIET B,
the general belief 38 /55
United Nations Secretary General B4 EHA 3




