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DRIFTING AND COMPETITION
THE CHANGES OF THE
PHONOLOGICAL STRUCTURE
OF GUANZHONG DIALECTS

ABSTRACT

Drifting and competition are two major ways in the changes of the
phonological structure of Guanzhong Dialects. On the one hand, the
conflict among the inner elements accounts for the changes of the
phonological structure of the dialect. In the dialectal phonology, the
phonemes develop with various speed and lead to the drifting levels
among the homogeneous structure because of the disequilibrium in the
phonological structure. Under the same condition the phonemes develop
rapidly or slowly, so each phoneme emerges the diffusing drifting levels.
This historical layer is one form of the changes of the phonological
structure of Guanzhong Dialects. Thus the book lays stress on the form,
condition, direction and levels concerning the changes of the
phonological structure of the dialect. On the other hand, because the
Guanzhong area, originally being the political centre, gradually lost its
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essential position, the Guanzhong Dialects keep the characters of its own
when drifting with other dialects. The Guanzhong area used to be the
cultural centre, so the frequent contact with other nations causes the
Guanzhong Dialects to change in special ways. Therefore the
international exchange also causes the Dialects to compete with other
dialects and to absorb the external phonemic elements into the modern
Guanzhong Dialects. The book also pays close attention to the form,
condition, direction and levels in the Dialect’s competition with the other
dialects.

The dissertation is arranged according to drift and competition, which
are two ways in the changes of dialectal phonologic structure. The book
consists of five parts. In Part I we achieve the predecessors’theory
concerning the phonological structure and its change in order to find out
the character of the dialectal phonological structure and to analyse in
detail the main condition, way of the dialectal phonologic structure
changes. Meanwhile we simply introduce the method and material in the
research, thus a theoretical frame is constructed. According to the basic
features that the generality and individuality coexist in different places
where the Guanzhong Dialects is spoken, Part II describes the exact value
of some phonemes appeared in various accents and analyses the value’s
distributing condition in the dialect considering the dialectal and
geographical factors. On these bases we have concluded the system of the
phonological structure. Part III starts with clarifying the relation between
the dialectal geography and the historical administrative geography to
make a historical inquiry into the cause of the generality and the
difference in the dialectal phonological structure. With the viewpoint of
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the dialectal phonemic drifting, Part IV inspects the synchronic
differences in the history of the Chinese language. To explore the drifting
process of the phonemic changes of the Guanzhong Dialects, we have
discussed these problems: the ancient rusheng (A 75) tone’s assigning
process, the producing cause of the initials, pf- and pf"™, and the light-lip
phoneme in the middle ages, the sound-changing patterns of the nasal
tails, the division of the guoshe (5#) and its historical levels. Part V
brings to light the historical levels that some Guanzhong Dialectal
phonemes caused when affected by the other dialects.

The Guanzhong Dialects originates from the ancient Chang-an
accent, which is the standard speech in China's middle ages. The research
is of great help to reconstruct the Guanzhong dialectal history and to
explain some sound-changing phenomena in the phonetic development of
the Chinese language. It can also provide firm foundations for the textual
research into the Chinese character for dialectal words and for the
research into the relationship between the dialect and culture. The
dissertation applies the newly-discovered theory and method in the
historical linguistics. It does not only describe the synchronic structure
detailedly, but also explain the changing law of the dialectal phonemes
diachronically.
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