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Abstract

Neoconservatives, a large number of whom being Jewish in-
tellectuals, are those who hold strong beliefs in American
Uniqueness, American Values, American Destiny and American
Power, and strain every nerve to put the idea into political prac-
tice. The group is extremely influential because many of its
members have assumed highly visible and important positions in
the news media, universities; think-tanks, big firms and admin-
istrations as well. There are three distinctions in “neoconserva-
tives”. The first, the neoconservatives are of unique historical
background. Most of them are former Trotskyists, socialists or
liberalists. The second, the intellectual basis of the neoconserva-
tives is an odd combination of Leo Strauss and Reinhold Niebu-
hr. Much of their intellectual underpinning comes from Strauss’
political philosophy, while Niebuhr's influence can be easily dis-
cerned in the early course of the group’s development. A few
neoconservatives greet Niebuhr as their “Father”. The third, the
neoconservatives’ ideas on foreign policy are distinctive. On the
one hand, they highlight the importance of American value, re-
garding it, instead of the national interest, as an essential criteri-
on for shaping foreign policy. On the other hand, they boast of

American power, taking it, rather than negotiation and
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cooperation, as a crucial means of defending and achieving na-
tional interest.

The origins of the neoconservatives’ ideas can be traced to
the founding of the journal The Public Interest in 1965. In the
end of 1960s, mounting evidence of the failure of “Great Society
Programs” and the consequent social and political difficulties
made the neoconservatives disappointed and heavyhearted, and
forced them to reconsider liberalism. They soon felt a threat to
democracy and embarked on using the pages of Commentary and
Public Interest to inquire critically about and attack verbally
against liberalism.

From 1980s on, the neoconservatives joined the group of re-
publican conservatives one after another. They were flush with
success in the first Reagan administration. Some of them went to
work for the new administration, dedicating themselves to the
fight against Soviet expansionism and communism. The group
played a vital role in the formation of the Reagan doctrine and the
government’s arms-control policy. On retrospect, the actual poli-
cies of the Reagan administration remained realistic and the pres-
ident himself was more politician than ideologue. In considera-
tion of this, the Reagan era can't be called the golden age of the
neoconservatives.

After their success during Reagan’s first term, neoconserva-
tives entered a period of increasing confusion. They began deba-
ting the consequences of Gorbachev’s reform and the United
States’ international role after the cold war. With the collapse of
the Soviet Union, the generational transition of its group, and
the democrats in power, neoconservatives’ influence on foreign

policy decreased in the 1990s. Scholars announced the merging of



6 | b ZEHRITIKBEREXN

the neoconservatives with the large conservative movement.
Nevertheless, neoconservatives continued to be distinctive from
the paleo-conservatives for their ideological frenzy. In the 1990s,
neoconservatives finished their generational transition. Besides,
they eliminated their differences on foreign policy and reached a
consensus on building Pax Americana.

The Bush administration and the terrorist attack of “9 « 11”
provided the neoconservatives with an opportunity to sell their
ideas on foreign policy. They immediately seized the administra-
tion’s foreign policy, and created the Bush Doctrine. The out-
break of the Iraq war suggests that neoconservatives’ influence
has reached an unprecedentedly high level.

Compared with any other political groups, the neoconserva-
tive has had a greater hand in shaping and executing the United
States’ foreign policy. They enjoy enormous capability in the
fields of commerce, news media, education, politics and etc. ,
while other groups seek in vain. Besides, their focus on Ameri-
can values and American sense of destiny help them earn much
popularity in public. In the beginning of this century America
has reached an advantageous status on every aspect over any oth-
er state in the world. It burns with an ambition of dominating
the world. From the mid 1990s on, conservative thoughts pre-
vailed in the American society. After the attack of “9 » 11”, the
Americans realized that terrorism is their number one enemy.
The neoconservatives’ ideas of preemption and forcefully expor-
ting democracy not only meet the demands of the country’s impe-
rialist ambition but also cater to the needs of fighting terrorism.
Therefore, it is for sure that the neoconservatives will continue

to shed influence on the United States’ foreign policy, and when
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the opportunity arises, they may be able to seize the administra-

tion’s foreign policy once again.

Key Words: Neoconservatives, Thoughts on Foreign Policy,
the United States’ Foreign Policy, Influences
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