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Unit One

Education

Lesson A Listening and Speaking

Part One Problems with US Education
Part Two Arts Education
Part Three Graduate Education

Lesson B Reading and Writing

Text A In Praise of the F Word
Text B Essence of Education

Objectives:

1. Lesson A includes some listening and speaking activities around the topic of education.
There are three parts. Part One deals with the problems of US education. Part Two is about arts
education. And Part Three focuses on graduate education.

2. In Lesson B you will read two articles. One is about the widespread semi-illiteracy of
graduates and the importance of being strict with students. The other points out that the es-
sence of education lies in students’ acquisition of facts and reasoning skills.
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» Purpose 4

This section is designed as a listening practice for the students to get some ideas about how to
g g g

grasp the main ideas and identify the supporting examples. Exercises are designed to enhance their

skill of this kind.

P Lesson Planner 4

This section contains three parts with some listening, writing and oral tasks. They will take
about ninety minutes all together. For each part, ten minutes will be needed for the teacher to
present the background information about what the students will hear, go through the new lexical
items and organize a discussion about the topics the students will concentrate on. Then sixty min-
utes will be needed for students to listen to the material and complete the tasks according to the

instructions. Enough time should be allocated to speaking practices.

»»» Part One Problems with US Education

| L Pre-listening
P Teaching Suggestions 4

The purpose of this part is to warm up for the listening comprehension. The teacher is ex-
pected to help students get familiar with the topic concerned. acquire the new lexical items and also

learn some background information.
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1.

Lead-in

You will hear a 23-year-old American woman talking about her dissatisfaction with the US
educational system and explaining why it's not good for many children. Before listening, read
the following key words and phrases selected from the talk and guess what problems the

woman was referring to. Tell a partner your guesses and find out what he/she thinks.

Key Words and Phrases

Problem 1 Problem 2

e various kinds of intelligence e separated from

e special interests e below the rest of the school
e not given a chance e aware of

e generalized e bad kids

e well-rounded e never realize their potential

Word Building

There are some new words in the talk you are going to hear. Study them by doing the following
exercise. Guess the meanings of the underlined words, using the contextual information in the

sentences.

1) We standardize parts such as rear-view mirrors, so that one type will fit any model of car we

make.

2) She describes herself as a “well-rounded person” who works hard but has a varied social

life.

3) The hairdresser must listen to the client, and vice versa. They should chat until they come to

a realistic agreement about a style that will suit her hair and lifestyle.

4) The social stratification pattern illustrates the fact that the proportions of each variant in a

person’s speech relate very clearly to the person’s social class. The higher the class, the

more standard the speech.

5) The balloonists are waiting for optimal weather conditions before taking off.

Unit 1




New Words and Expressions

standardize /'steendadaiz/ v. to make things of the same type all have the same
basic features

well-rounded a. (esp. of a person’s experience) full of different types
of activity; complete and varied

vice versa /,vais'vaiso/ in the opposite way to what has just been said

stratification /stretifi’keifan/ n. the act or process of arranging in separate levels

optimal /'pptimal/ a. best; most likely to bring success or advantage

1. SAT

SAT, formerly called the Scholastic Aptitude Test and Scholastic Assessment Test (5 1k 4
4R E M 3E) | is a type of standardized test that measures verbal and mathematical reasoning
abilities that develop over time. It is frequently used by colleges and universities in the United
States to assess and select students who come from schools using different grading systems or
class ranking. Although admission criteria to these universities also include GPA (-F- #)£24~%) ,
teacher recommendations and participation in extracurricular activities, some colleges have a

threshold score that automatically qualifies or disqualifies a candidate for admission.

2. vocational school

A vocational school, also sometimes referred to as a trade school or career college, is one
operated for the purpose of giving its students the skills needed to perform a certain job. The
areas of concentration most frequently offered by vocational education programs are business,
trade and industry, health, agriculture, family and consumer sciences, marketing, and technology.
In the USA, vocational schools are usually a post-secondary school, but in some instances may
take the place of the final years of high school.

I. Listening J

1. Listen to the talk. Choose from the following options the two major problems the speaker was
concerned about.

a. There’s no pressure on students to be as well-rounded as possible.

b. There’s very little emphasis on developing students’ special interests.

4 Unit 1



c. Teachers are not given a chance to do anything creative with their classes.
d. Teachers are not aware of their students’ needs and interests.

e. Some of the so-called “bad kids” are isolated from the other students.

f. Some students are not aware of their weak parts in study.

Problem 1: /H Problem 2: ¢

2. Listen to the talk again and complete the following sentences.

1) The woman’s major in college was Lnglish.

2) She did a lot of thinking about the way that 1/i¢ education systent in the United States is run.
3) A lot of classes that you're forced to take in high school are not geared towards what you are

going to be doing.

4) In her opinion, when there’s a lot of pressure on students to be as well-rounded as possible,
it might become impossible for them to develop any one part of themselves to any great

degree.

5) The kids are very aware of the way they’re perceived by the edicators, by their teachers and
by their peers. They feel that they’re bad kids.

6) The teachers never try to do anything c/earive with those classes.

P Listening Script 4

When I was in college I had an English major and for a while I considered going into teaching.
While [ was exploring the possibility of becoming a teacher, I did a lot of thinking about the way that
the education system in the United States is run. And I disagree with a lot of the ways that things
seem to happen and have happened for a long time in our educational system.

Uh ... people don’t seem to recognize various kinds of intelligence; they seem to just want to give
standardized tests and peg you for what you are capable of very early on your education. ['ve always
felt that a lot of classes that you're forced to take in high school are not really geared towards what you
are going to be doing. There’s very little emphasis on your own special interests. Uh ... everybody’s
sort of treated like they re the same person. Everything is very generalized. There’s a lot of uh ...
there’s a lot of pressure on students to be as well-rounded as possible. I think being well-rounded isn’t
really possible because it becomes impossible to develop any one part of yourself, um ... to any great
degree. And as a result people can’t get into good colleges if they, yaknow, haven’t, yaknow, scored
the ... the right thing on the math section of SAT, even if they are brilliant writers, and vice versa. You
know. um ... people just really are not given a chance, I think. in a lot of cases.

Another thing that really disturbs me is the way that students are separated from each other. |
got involved with vocational education. uh ... which means that the kids go out to a technical or
trade school for part of the week, and then they come back to the home school for the other part of
the week and they take their academic classes. However, those kids are kept separate from the rest

of the school almost as if they're below them. There’s a lot of stratification. Um ... at any rate 1 feel
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that the kids are very aware of the way that they’re perceived by the educators, by their teachers
and, yaknow, by their peers. And I think that it ... it causes them to act in a way that ... is ... not
really optimal. And that’s pretty sad to me. I actually had kids tell me when I was teaching them,
“yaknow. we're the just bad class; we ... yaknow, it’s not that we have a problem with you personally:
yaknow, we are just bad. We are bad kids™ because pretty much that was what they felt they were.
And yaknow, their classes were very limiting, uh the teachers never try to do anything creative with
those classes. I think that many of the kids in that class were intelligent, but never actually realized

their potential because of the way they were tracked very early on their education.

! 1L Speaking |

This part aims to train students’ speaking skills. The teacher should make the students aware
of the differences between spoken English and written English in vocabulary and sentence structure

so that they can use them appropriately.
Spoken English vs. Written English

It goes without saying that there are a lot of differences between spoken English and written
English. English learners in China have paid great attention to reading and grammar, but regrettably,
speaking has not received due attention. Therefore some students complain of their inability to
speak English fluently which has been dubbed “dumb English”. Teachers and students have to
recognize that spoken English cannot be improved merely through reading — guided oral practice
plays a more important role.

Students have to be aware of the differences between spoken English and written English:

1. Spoken English is spontaneous yet written English is carefully prepared. As a result, written
English is regular and polished while spoken English is marked by repetition, slips of tongue, mean-
ingless vowels or consonants, etc. Therefore spoken English should be learned in a different way
from written English. It has been recognized that spoken English can be learned from oral practice
and also conversations from English films. Here is a typical example of spoken English in an English
film. The bold-faced words display some of the typical characteristics of spoken English:

Sally:  There’s a ... there’s a map on the huh ... visor that I've marked to show the locations
so we can change shifts.

Harry: Grapes?

Sally:  No, I don't like to eat between meals.

(Harry spits pits out but the window was shut.)
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