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Preface

With the rapid development of China’s reform and opening-up, tourism is on the
rise, es;;. in recent years. More and more people from all over the world come to Chi-
na, hoping to unveil the mystery of the vast land, to discover the origins of the long his-
tory in China and to satisfy their own curiosities and fantasies as well.

China, with a long and rich history, is always proud of her countless historical sites
and cultural relics. Almost everywhere people encounter amazing miracles or natural
beauties together with their everlasting legends and myths.

Furthermore, with the strenuous work of the whole nation, China has witnessed
fundamental changes in every field. From national economy, culture and education to
people’s living standard, recreation and entertainments, everywhere and every soul is
enjoying a peaceful and comfortable life in a friendly and harmonious atmosphere. The
nation’s construction and development are changing with each passing day while people’s
views and points are also keeping pace with the times.

Under such circumstances, we feel obliged to offer some help to those foreign visi-
tors, esp. those who are coming to the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, by giving them a
brief introduction of the things, the people and the places they might be interested in.
The series “Talk About China in English” | therefore, come into being. The series
consist of 10 books in all. They are:

1. Talk About China in English—History

2. Talk About China in English—Folklore

3. Talk About China in English—Arts
. Talk About China in English—Culture
. Talk About China in English—Famous Cities
. Talk About China in English—Celebrities
. Talk About China in English—Tourism
. Talk About China in English—Media
- Talk About China in English—Sports
10. Talk About China in English—Famous Colleges and Universities

O 00 9 O L\ &

There are about 700 cities—big or small—in China. Among the cities, there are
metropolises as well as small county-level ones. Despite the various sizes, every city has
its own stories and characteristics. To have certain knowledge about the cities in China

will surely be peoples interest. In Talk About China in English—Famous Cities , 39
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major cities are introduced and most of them are provincial capital cities. General Sur-
vey, History and Development, Current situation and Local Specialties are the four items
in introducing each city.

Reading Talk About China in English—Famous Cities , we will see clearly that
fundamental changes have taken place in almost every city. People are enjoying their
happy life everywhere in the country; people from the Han nationality and people from
the ethnic minorities are living and working together happily and harmonioysly. Tall
buildings, large shopping centers, busy traffics. . . everything shows the development
and prosperity of the new and modernized China.

All the writers of the series are professors, associate professors and graduate—
students of English from colleges and universities. We all feel happy and proud to have
the chance to do our bit for the publicity of our motherland as well as her promotion.

From making plans to hatching plots, from working out schemes to carrying out the
writings, the authors have been diligent and conscientious. Through our work , we want
to provide_readers with a rich and colorful introduction of an encyclopedic manner. The
series are new and creative, and sure enough, they will bring fresh feelings and experi-
ences to all readers.

The series are also helpful for all English lovers, including secondary school
students and teachers, college students, office clerks and public servants.

Both the English and Chinese versions in the series are written in simple language,
clear structure and lively style. We hope they will find popularity upon publication.

We are extremely grateful to the authors and publishers of all the materials we have
chosen here in the series. We apologize for the insufficient information in some cases
due to lack of resources. We intend to show every respect for intellectual property
rights, but we hope our pleading of the permission to use these materials for the purpose
of letting more foreign friends know China better will receive kind and generous consid-

eration.

Authors
August 2008
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Beijing

General Survey
ying in the northern part of North China Plain, Beijing is surrounded by
mountains on the west, the north and the northeast. The northeastern

part of the city is high while the south westem part is low topographically, with a
southeastern plain tilted gradually downward to the Bohai Sea.

As the capital of China, Beijing .. BRI
is one of the world’s truly imposing =
cities, with a 3 000-year history and '
15. 3 million people (2005). Cover-
ing 16 808 square kilometers in area,
it is the political, cultural and eco-
nomic center of the People’s Repub-

lic.

Situated in northeast China, Bei-
jing adjoins the Inner Mongolian S
Highland to the northwest and the
Great Northern Plain to the south. Five rivers run through the city, connecling it to
the eastern Bohai Sea. Administratively, the Beijing municipality equals the status of
a province, reporting directly to the central government.

Rich in history, Beijing has been China’s primary capital for more than seven
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centuries. At Tiananmen Square , besides the old Forbidden City Palace of the em-
perors in the past, there stand the Great Hall of the People’s Congress building and
the Mausoleum of Chairman Mao Zedong.

The old city walls have been replaced by ring roads, and many of the old resi-
dential districts of alleys and courtyard houses have been turned into high-rise ho-
tels , office buildings, and department stores. Beijing, a dynamic city where the old
and new intermingle, remains a magnet for visitors from inside and outside China.

Maijor rivers flowing through Beijing include Yongding River, Chaobai River,
North Canal and Juma River that mostly originated in the northeastern mountainous
areas of Beijing. These rivers flow through rugged mountains towards southeastern
plain of Beijing and in the end join the Bohai Sea.

Beijing has a continental monsoon climate with four distinct seasons. Spring
and autumn are short while winter and summer are long.

Beijing occupies a total area of 16 807. 8 square kilometers. Around 10 417.5
square kilometers are mountainous areas, which constitute 62 percent of the total
space of Beijing. The plain area of Beijing covers 6 390. 3 square kilometers, which
accounts for 38 percent of the city’s fotal area. Beijing municipality has 16 subordi-
nate districts and 2 counties.

By the end of 2004 , Beijing has a total of 11 595 000 people who are registered
permanent ones. ’

Among them, 5 853 824 men and 5 741 161 women. The population density
of Beijing is about 850 people per square kilometer.

With the founding of People’s Republic of China on October 1st, 1949, Beijing
became the capital of the new republic and has since developed itself into a politi-
cal and cultural center of China and international exchange hub.

History and Development
ome half a million years ago, Beijing man lived in Zhoukoudian, in the
S southwestern suburbs of Beijing. The climate of that fime was warmer
and more humid than it is today. forests and lakes in the area supported large
numbers of living creatures. The fossil remains of Beijing man, his stone tools and
evidence of use of fire, as well as later tools of 18 000 years ago, bone needles
and article of adornment from the age of Upper Cave Man are the earliest cultural

relics on record in China today.

A city plan was first laid out in the Yuan Dynasty. Yet only after extensive re-
consiruction during the Ming and Qing, did the city emerge as an architectural
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masterpiece fit to serve as the capital of the Chinese empire. A north-south axis bi-" m’
sects the city with the Imperial Palace was known as Danei ( The Great within) .

In the Ming Dynasty, it was renamed the Forbidden City ( Zijincheng), and
more recently it has come to be called the Palace Museum ( Gugong Bowuyuan) .
Designed with thousands of halls and gates arranged symmetrically around a
north-south axis, its dimensions and luxuriance are a fitting symbol of the power
and greatness of traditional China.

After the collapse of the Qing Dynasty in 1911, China fell prey to the Northern
Warlords and Kuomintang, Beijing suffered the same fate as the rest of China,
hobbling along like an old camel without a sense of direction. The Chinese People’s
Liberation Army formally entered Beijing on January 31 1949, opening a new chap-
ter in the long history of the city. It was in Tian’anmen Square on October 1st,
1949, that Chairman Mao Zedong proclaimed the establishment of the People’s Re-
public of China, with Beijing as its capital.

Current Situation
eijing is a city of broad boulevards, now full of traffic and pulsating to
B the rhythms of commerce and entertainment. Museums and parks
abound, including the Palace Museum of the Forbidden City and Beihai Park in the
center of town. Nearby, the China Fine Arts Museum ( Zhongguo meishuguan) ex-
hibits the work of contemporary artists. China’s ancient past and recent history are
on view at the Museum of Chinese History and Chinese Revolution at Tian’anmen.
Antiques, crafts, and books calligraply and paintings can be found at Liulichang,
an old antique market district remodeled in the 1980’s to reflect the style of the old
city. Some of the spirit of Old Beijing is also preserved at Qianmen, south of
Tian’anmen, with stores that date to the early 20th century and beyond, including
the Tongrentang Traditional Medicine shop, first established in 1669. Beijing Opera
performances and acrobatic troupes keep those traditional entertainment forms vi-
tal, while contemporary music clubs and discos thrive in an era of liberalization and
prosperity.

Tian’anmen Square is sfill the center of Beijing, Chang’an Boulevard now run-
ning 38 kilometers from Shijingshan in the west to Tongzhou District in the east. The
palaces and city towers along both sides have been designated cultural relics for
national profection. Former imperial residences and gardens have been opened for
public viewing.

New buildings like the International Post Office and Bank of China have been

3
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built along the Second Ring Road, the former line of the Inner City wall. OId living
quareters and blocks of traditional Beijing-style buildings, such as Liulichang Culture
Street, have been restored. Large-scale construction has been undertaken along
the Third Ring Road and the Fourth Ring Road.

Future development in Beijing will continue to preserve the symmetry of the old
city layout while integrating modern architectural design into the over-all plan.

Local Specialities
ultural relics in Beijing like the Forbidden City, the Great Wall, Zhouk-
C oudian Beijing Man Relics, the Temple of Heaven, the Summer Palace
and the Ming Tombs are World Cultural and Natural Heritages approved by the
United Nations. There are a total of 7 309 historical and relic sites in Beijing among
which 60 are classified as national cultural heritages and another 234 are Beijing
cultural heritages.

In Beijing, the sumptuous courses at a mea! of flavor are very captivating. Here
there are all kinds of delicious dishes from both the south and north of China. There
are French, Russian, American Western-style food and national style meat too. Bei-
ing Roast Duck is fragrant and crisp and delicate that nearly all the tourists would
eagerly want fo taste. Medicated diet has been developed to some extent too with
the efficieny of health care and eliminating illness in recent years.

There are many kinds of snacks in Beijing, and quick-boiled fripe, enema, jel-
lied bean curd, fermented bean drink, fry liver, seasoned millet mush, sheep
head meat, bittern boil, burn, end nest nest, honeyed fried dough twist, fry
cakes, pea flour cake, etc. , are everywhere.
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