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Preface to China Review of
International Criminal Law

With the globalization of the economy, politics and law in the modern socie-
ty, international criminal law, for its typical era feature, is of great importance.
It reflects the desirability of the international society to prevent and punish the
international crimes, carry out the international criminal judicature cooperation
and hold the international trial. However, with the rapid speed of the globaliza-
tion, the problems of the international crimes and multinational crimes which
badly destroy the peace and security of the world, are increasingly serious.
These problems have been the most disharmonious elements for building the
modern and harmony international society. In order to prevent and punish the
multinational crimes, especially the international crimes more effectively, inter-
national society have paid great attention to the research and application of the
international criminal law. In recent years, in the substantive research field of
the international criminal law, the international society mainly focus on the is-
sues of crimes that under the jurisdiction of the ICC, the crime of terrorism, the
crime of organization and the crime of corruption and so on. Simultaneously, in
the research field of procedure, issues of universal jurisdiction, extradition, as-
sistance and cooperation in international criminal judicature are paid more atten-
tion by the experts in international criminal law. However, no matter substantive
issues or procedural issues, all of these issues are important legal matters which
are related to the common interest of the international society. So it needs a cor-
porate effort and research in this field to achieve a common knowledge.

The establishment of the ICC is a milestone in the history of international
criminal law. It has exploited a new area of modern international criminal law.

While the human tragedy of extremely cruel massacres was staging during



the World War II , it inspired, consequently, the fast development of interna-
tional criminal law. Nuremberg Trial and Tokyo Trial have pushed the develop-
ment of international criminal law to a historic peak and developed a series of in-
ternational principles such as personal criminal liability etc. A half century lat-
er, the disastrous crimes of genocide and crimes against humanity reoccurred in
the armed conflicts in former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Uganda, Congo, Central Af-
rica and Sudan as well. In order to prevent the human being from re — suffering
such tremendous catastrophe, the international society has established respec-
tively the International Tribunals for the Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda and the
Special Courts for East Timer and Cambodia to trial those criminals, although
such tribunals and courts cannot fully maintain the justice and peace of the world
due to their temporal and geographic limitations. It has become an inevitable
trend in the development of international criminal law to establish a permanent
international criminal court so as to have everyone enjoy the justice and every
criminal controlled under law, to end armed conflicts, make up the deficiency of
special tribunals and deter the potential war criminals.

Undoubtedly, the development of each fangle has to experience a certain
period for the international society to recognize and accept it. Although China is
not a state party of Rome Statute of the ICC, Chinese scholars are increasingly
interested in the study of the existing problems of Rome Statute, particularly in
analyzing the obstacle that prevent China from ratifying the Rome Statute in per-
spective of jurisprudence. In recent years, scholars of the Projects of ICC in Chi-
na and experts from College for Criminal Law Science, Beijing Normal University
have played an active part in facilitating the global development of ICC by hold-
ing international symposiums on the issues of ICC, frequently inviting hosting
specialists from home and abroad to make lectures and writing and translating
many research books on the issue of ICC.

In order to understand the Rome Statute and the operation of ICC more
deeply and broadly, on February 3 —4,2007, College for Criminal Law Science
of Beijing Normal University and the International Centre for Criminal Law Re-

form and Criminal Justice Policy in Canada hold the symposium on Operation of
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The International Criminal Court in Beijing. About 70 experts, scholars and the
judge of the ICC from home and abroad have attended this symposium. During
the symposium, the participants had a discussion on the jurisdiction of ICC, the
status of the prosecutor of ICC and the issues that China focus on.

The crime of terrorism and its prevention and punishment is anther very im-
portant and new subject in the area of modern international criminal law.

The formation and development of terrorism is closely related with such con-
flicts as religion, nation and territory as well. Terrorists endlessly committed the
frightening calamities in human history, the successive terrorism attack in USA on
September 11,2001, the successive terrorism explosions in Madrid of Spain on
March 11,2004, the terrorism explosions at Subway Station and in buses in Lon-
don, capital of UK on July 7,2005 and as well have brought some countries and
their people with lingering emotion of dread. Such events have not only deprived
the lives of a number of innocent people, abused financial turbulence and social
chaos, even brought tremendous side effects upon the stability of political situation
and the development of social economy, but also further deteriorated regional and
world environment. How to recognize the practical and potential dangerousness of
terrorism imposed upon human being and how to cope with such global crime of ter-
rorism are becoming urgent difficulties that the international society has to resolve.

College for Criminal Law Science of Beijing Normal University, in such
ways as holding symposiums, delivering lectures, writing academic research a-
chievements and translating the legislations of foreign countries, and submitting
consultant research reports to central departments as well, is committing to global
cause of anti — terrorism hand in hand with the people in the world.

The crime of corruption and its prevention and punishment is also a new
subject for international society.

It is said that corruption a “political cancer” and an invisible killer in mod-
ern international society. The rampancy of corruption is endangering the social
stability and public security, destroying the value of democracy and morality and
jeopardizing social, economical and political development. On October 27,

2005, UN Convention against Corruption, the first global legal document of
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anti — corruption, was reviewed and approved at the 18th session of the 10th na-
tional people’s congress. UN Convention against Corruption adopts preventive an-
ti — corruption mechanism, criminal convention and law enforcement mechanism,
international cooperation mechanism, which not only sets up an anti — corruption
criterion for au countries, but also provides China with useful legal experiences
in international cooperation, extradition and transfer of corruption criminals fled
abroad and recovery of illegally transferred property, which is helpful for China
to establish and perfect the prevention and punishment system that pays equal at-
tention to anti — corruption education, system and supervision. The scholars and
specialists have the responsibility to research the issues pertaining to anti — cor-
ruption in the way of integrating theory with practice.

Through the analyzing of the typical cases in the international trials, we will
have a deeply understanding of theory of the international criminal law.

Analyzing the typical cases in the international criminal trials is a study
course to combing the theory study with the practice. Here is a special section
for the typical cases, in which we will choose the typical cases from all the inter-
national courts, analyze the cases in light of the new feature and new theory of
international criminal law. Furthermore, we will get a conclusion from the analy-
sis and try to solve the problems more effectively.

Focus on the latest trends and development of the international criminal law
and do deeply research on the new issues.

In this book, there'is a section in which we will compile and conclude the
new trends and developments of the international criminal law so that we can
make our efforts to solve the new problems and do some research on the new is-
sues that arise in the judicial practice.

Finally, as this book of epoch characteristics will be published, let’s ex-
press our earnest thanks to the leaders and editors of the Publishing House of
People’s Public Security University of China for their zealous support in this pub-
lishing work.

The editorial board
December of 2007
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