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English Studies and
Tests

Unit Goals : |

« What You Should Learn to Do + What You Should Know About

1. Learn to talk about 1. Passagel _
1) taking English tests 1) Why there are differences between SAE
2) preparing for taking English tests and SBE?

3) making future plans for English studies
and tests

. Learn to

1) ask for and give suggestions on taking
English tests

2) ask for and give suggestions on learning
English

. How to inquire about the registration for a

specific test

. Learn to write

1) Applied Writing: Filling out a test appli-
cation form

2) Functional Writing: Describing func-
tions

2) Examples of the differences
3) The ways of diminishing the differ-
ences
2. Passage II
Differences between American English
and British English
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' Talking Face to Face

Introduction

When you enter for the TOEFL or IELTS, you need to fill out an application form.
After the test, you’ll receive a score report. Read the following test report form

and practice

Test Report Form

NOTE Admission to unde ik

the two dialogues that follow.

INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE TESTING SYSTEM

.and

It is recc

d that the didate’s language ability as indicated in this Test Repol

ACADEMIC

g postg courses should be based on the ACADEMIC Reading and Writing Modules.
GENERAL TRAINING Reading and Writing Modules are not designed to test the full

language skills required for academic purposes.
ssessed affer two years from the date of the test.

Centre Number AB123 Date 01/Jun/200u Candidate Number 0001
Candidate Details
Family Name Wang
First Name Guogiang
Candidate ID PA19031
Date of Birth 20/12/1979 Scheme Code Private Candidate
Country of Origin China Chinese
Repeating Previous
IELTS (Y/N) - Test Centre
Test Results
Listening Version 15
Reading - Version 7.5
Writing Version 7 St
Speaking Task (4 OVERALL BAND 7.5

Examiner Comments

Writing Examiner
Number

Nich Chage

Centre stamp Validation stamp

Speaking Examiner ' Date Certificate  00AB0001LOVA123A
Niriber 980:)09 10/Jun/2008 Nimber
= .
UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE L lllll fieaton
Local Examinations Syndicate & Council

IELTS Australia
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@@ Follow the Samples

1 What test are you going to take?

Philip:  Hi, Li Hong, how was your PRET-
CO? You must have done a very
good job, I suppose.

LiHong: I guess I can pass it. How about
your HSK?

Philip:  Pretty well, actually. Now I’'m be-

ginning to prepare for the interme-

diate level. What test are you going
to take next?
Li Hong: I wanted to take CET-4, but my parents want me to study abroad.
Philip:  Then you have to take either the TOEFL or IELTS. Which one will you choose to take?
Li Hong: Ireally have no idea. Will you give me some advice?
Philip: ~ Well, I'd suggest IELTS. It’s a bit easier. At least you don’t need such a large vocabu-
lary.
Li Hong:  But you see, for me both are hard nuts to crack. If only I had worked harder at English!
Philip: ~ Come on, Li Hong. You don’t have to be so downhearted. You can make it if you set
your mind on it.

Notes

1 PRETCO (Practical English Test for Colleges) #w# ¥4 i8m M 22 (There are two
levels in this test: Level A and Level B. The former is set as the standard for three-year
college diploma students in China while the latter is the threshold test for them.)

HSK (Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi, Chinese Proficiency Test) sRis

CET-4 (College English Test — Band 4) X 3548 a4k 3%

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) € 8258 28 53K

IELTS (International English Language Testing System) EIFR#&&EX Rk ( 7GR “mIL" )

a B WON

2 Improving Your English

White: ~ What are you reading, Wang?
Wang: A vocabulary manual. I'm going to take the PRETCO Level A test next term; afterwards

I may also take CET-4. But my vocabulary is not large enough to meet the requirements
of the tests.

White: Do you find the book useful for that purpose?
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Wang:  It’s really hard to say, Prof. White. You see, I can memorize about 100 words in a day,
but the next day I find I’ve forgotten most of them.

White:  That’s exactly the point. I’'m afraid many Chinese students are led astray in their English
study, just like you. It’s not much use learning words and phrases without a context.

Wang:  Will you please give me some advice?

White:  Sure. Read English books, newspapers and magazines. Read as much as you can. That’s

- the right way not just to increase your vocabulary but to improve your English proficiency.
Wang:  Isee. Thanks ever so much for your advice, Prof. White. I'll do as you told me.
White:  You’re welcome.

ga Act Out

Here is a group of short dialogues. Please act them out with your partner.

1 I find writing in English is N

the most difficult. . What's your problem?
You see, | wrote a short

ﬁ% article last week and asked
my teacher for advice.

What did the teacher say then?

He dldn’t say anything, or perhaps he said What do you mean? I’'m Confused.

too much.
A A

When the teacher returned my article, ... Oh, ' Come on, what happened?

my God!

The page was all red! | felt so embarrassed. And perhaps a little frustrated? | think that's
ﬂ ﬁ because you did too little practice.

Task: Talk about your trouble in taking an English

test.
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Task: | Talk to someone about a test you’ve just taken.

: Are you going to take the PRETCO

oral test?

: Sure. But my spoken English is very

poor. I'm afraid I'll fail.

: Never say that. You must have confi-

dence in yourself.

: Confidence is built on abilities, isn’t

it?

: Yes. But | think your trouble is that

you are too shy to speak up.

: Exactly. | always worry about making

mistakes and being laughed at.

: We all make mistakes. But do you re-

member the proverb “Where there’s a
will, there’s a way"?

: | surely do. Thank you for your en-

couragement.

Task: Give encouragement to someone who has
trouble in learning English.

4 A po you have any idea when we can

get the result of today’s English test?

: Not exactly. But most probably at the

beginning of next term.

: Why so long?
: It usually takes time for the examiners

to mark the papers. Why are you so
eager for the scores?

: | just want to know if | can pass.
: | see. | hear we'll be granted a certifi-

cate if we pass the test.

: But | wonder what we can do with

the certificate.

: It may be useful when you apply for a

job.

English Studies and Tests
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Now that we’ve passed the test, what's
your plan'for your English study?

As a matter of fact, I'm considering
dropping it.

: What? Dropping the English course? You

know what you're saying? You must be
kidding.

: But I really find it hard to keep on. You

know, English learning has never been
an easy job for me.

: Easy or not, English is important for a

competent professional.
| know. But | have no ambition.

: That's the very problem with you. If you

feel urged to make progress, you won't
get anywhere in your English study.

Task: Talk to your partner about your plan for your
further English study.

: Do you happen to know how to apply

for the IELTS?

: To register for the test, you've got to go

to the test center in town in person.

A: What should I take with me?
: Your ID card, some photos, and the reg-

istration fee.
How much is it?
Over 1 000 RMB yuan.

: Oh, it's so expensive.

Task: Inquire about the application of a specific test.

B Refer to the Data Bank in the Workbook for more relevant expressions.
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1 Complete the conversation by filling in the blanks based on the hints given
in Chinese.

A:
B:

o

A

(#2%&) your success in the PRETCO oral test.

And you also did pretty well, | hear. (WIs s BAES L
2X) next?

CET-4. With both the certificates, we may have a better chance in the job market.

Probably you are right. (e REEIRS) ?

(=232 47). I'm still wondering whether to take the summer test
or the winter one.

If you want to take the one in June, (FRIAST Z MERIRS), It's
the closing day today.

@ (AL ut) for reminding me.

z Complete the conversation by translating the Chinese into English.

| really admire you so much.

? (ERHLA7 )

Your spoken English is Avery fluent. ? (WR&=L
E? )

Thank you. L (FSRE MMAKREEE, )
How come you picked up such a pure American accent?

(B A BYT-F-& F25-38) and did a lot of
imitation.

That sounds easy, doesn't it? ? (TRZOHL 34 35 % @5
EMARFZEIES? )

I didn’t make a choice. (6) . (FREHIE — T AN A 2 IR 55
REBEA, )

That makes sense. ? (TR# FRIXA~IAE D7 )

As often as | can. (R ERESREARFEPR, $3R

RERFERGSG AR, )

Me too. In that way we can not only practice English but also learn a lot from each other.

B . (FAR% A, ) And there are also chances of meeting
such friendly people as you.

Thank you. You are a very interesting person, too.
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B: Last time | was talking with a young lady, [1)0] ? (R LE? )

A:  Yes?
B:  She wanted to employ me as her son’s English tutor.

My Contribution to Liaoning

Discuss and Present: Dalian Business Start-up Park for Returned Scholars

This picture is the main building of Dalian Business Start-up Park for Returned Scholars. Look
at it and answer the questions that follow. Then have a discussion in groups and describe the
Business Start-up Park with the help of the tips given below. After the discussion, volunteers are
welcome to give a presentation of what they know about Dalian Business Start-up Park.

sarai B
:::lllll

»

When was Dalian Business Start-up Park for Returned Scholars set up?

How many enterprises have their offices in the Park?

How many employees are there in the Park?

What are the major industries set up in the Park?

What business and universities can be found in the Park?

For what reasons was the Park established?

Why do so many returned scholars come to work and invest in the Park?
What are the benefits the returned scholars can get while working in the Park?

0 N oA WN =
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Tips for discussion and presentation:
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Useful Sentence Patterns to Help You

Points to Talk About

Suggested teaching procedures and class activities:

A O N =

. Dalian Business Start-up Park for Returned

- Scholars was set up in 1998.

. There are now 43 enterprises operating in the Park.
. The total number of employees working in the

Park is 7 940.

. Its businesses are focused on the following areas:

. The well-known enterprises and universities

stationed in the Park are ...

. There are several reasons for setting up the Park.

FiEstiy, s S econIY e o

. The main purpose for the returned scholars to

come to work and invest in the Park is ... and ...

. As we know, there are some obvious benefits for

the returned scholars to work in the Park. They
can ...

. Basic Information of the Park

1) Year of establishment: 1998

2) Number of enterprises: 43

3) Number of employees: 7 940

4) Main industries:
electronic information; biological
engineering; new-type materials;
environmental protection, etc.

5) Major enterprises and universities
stationed:
Dalian Shipyard,
Dalian Arapaia Electronic Ltd. Co.,
Dalian University of Technology,
Dongbei University of Finance &
Economics

. Reasons for establishing the Park

1) to attract more returned scholars to
work and invest in Dalian

2) to bring the returned scholars’
potentials into full play

3) to help suit the local economy to
economical globalization

. Benefits for returned scholars to work

in the Park

1) to start up their cbmpanies, enjoying -
the government’s special preferential
policies

2) to realize their own dreams

Give the students several minutes to scan the pictures, the questions and the tips.
The students ask each other questions and give the answers referring to the tips.
The teacher walks around to help the students with the difficult points in the tips.

Pair work: Make a dialogue between a returned scholar and the manager of a company to talk

about work in the Park.

Some students give a presentation to the class.
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J Listen and Decode

7 Listen to the 5 short conversations and do the muitiple choice exercises below.

1 a She was not familiar with the topic.

b She was capable of doing this type of writing.
c It was a piece of cake for her.
d It was the type of writing she liked.

2 a The woman will begin to prepare for the oral test.
b The man hasn't started to prepare for the oral test.
¢ They are both going to take the oral test.

d They have both failed in the written test.

3 a He was very good at it.

b He was very poor at it.
¢ He felt comfortable with it.
d He did a lot of guessing.

4 a She wasted a lot of time on it.

b She thought she could do even better.
¢ She was dissatisfied with it.
d She spent more time on it than the man.

5 a It has already closed.

b It has not yet begun.
c It closed half an hour ago.
d ltis still open.

¢ Listen and Echo

&

2 Listen to the dialogue and give short answers to the following questions.

1 What’s Wang’s trouble with her English study?
She has trouble with

2 Why do most Chinese students find listening so difficult?
Because the way they train their listening comprehension

3 What's the focus of Chinese students when they listen to English?
They focus too much on
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4 What did Mr. Black suggest Wang should do when listening to English?
Wang should concentrate on
5 In addition to tape recordings, what other means for listening training are mentioned in the

dialogue?

(2 Listen and Read

10

Fr R
British English or American English? \\

3 Listen to the following passage carefully and fill in the blanks based on

what you have heard.

As an American, naturally I speak American English. As to which one is better to

learn, British English or American English, that all depends on or which
particular culture you're interested in. If you're going to America, to

learn American English. If it's England , then study the English of its
mother country. :
As to which language is better, the question is a silly

one. Naturally, England is the country of origin of the English

language, but all languages . The English
today do not speak like Shakespeare. Despite the differences
in pronunciation, some spelling, and , English
speakers, for the most part, (€) each other.

No matter what type of English you study, if you master the grammar, pronunciation,

and the vocabulary , it should not be a problem to be understood by
English speakers
) 7




