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Preface

}“%“

[l

The cultural classics Huainanzi emerged in
the fertile land Huainan. Why is it so fascinating
and popular in a history of more than 2000 years?

Gao You, a scholar of Dong Han Dynasty,
held that the classics applied to matters big and
small, timeless and universal. Liu Zhiji of Tang Dy-
nasty spoke highly of conversance with things
past and present. The great scholar Hu Shi
praised the substantial content of the stories,
deeming it “a perfectly written story”. Author Liu
An stated his purpose for writing Huainanzi. “to
record and comment on the events of the present
and to propose their meaning to the deeper un-
derstanding of the human condition. ” He believed
that even if people could not grasp esoteric phi-
losophies, these stories could engender a deeper
awareness of these issues and prompt contem-
plation and consederation. Certainly , anyone who
has read Huainanzi understands the special
place if holds in Liu An’ s stories.

However , the views expressed in Huainanzi
were not in keeping with the popular Taoist phi-
losophies of the day. The controversial nature of
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this writing, compounded by Liu An’ s abstruse
style,rendered the work less accepted than one
night otherwise expect of such a masterpiece of
storytelling.

Passing through the gloomy when the think-
ers of the day led the way to new paths of cultural
development and prosperity ,we begin to unearth
treasure of Huainanzi,which is like a bright pearl
of historical desert, and try to distill its essence.
We established the Huainanzi research commit-
tee of Anhui, held several discussions on Huain-
anzi and produced successive publications on
Research of Huainanzi. The authorities and native
scholars came in a continuous stream, many
guests of exalted rank were present,and they put
forward intelligent views and contended and had
confrontations of ideas,which laid a solid founda-
tion of the development of Huainanzi.

The fine work of Huainanzi is rare and full of
ideas. It speaks on all topics—nuture, palitics, as-
tronomy, geography, military affairs, philosophy,
medicine etc. How much could a scholar learn, if
he devoted his life to these works?

Jin Yu,the quiet native scholar of Huainanzi,felt
deeply that people need to argue,analyze and dis-
tillate without putting it in big desert or ivory tower
where there are many educated people. The Stories
of Huainanzi which is a small part of Huainanzi has
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come out with a slight fragrance of ink.

With the passage of time, it is hard to avoid
abstruse and involved writing when reading the
classics. The Stories of Huainanzi revealed the
rich traditional culture of Huainanzi thoroughly
with its appealing contents, full of strong and vivid
plots and load usage questionable images.

The classics of Huainanzi related the stories
again such as Preventing Trouble at All Times,
Living and Dying,Misfortune and Happiness etc,
which brought classics back to life by adapting to
contemporary language and incorporating ele-
ments that made the stories applicable to the
present. The stories of Huainanzi included folk
tales , historical accounts,fables,and explains the
source of many idioms and aphorism still in use
today. From these two hundred stories, the reader
gets a sense of how all—enampassing this
work is.

Yao, a legendary monarch in ancient China
brought good and removed all evil,a brass spec-
ulum, placed in the sun to generate enough heat
to ignite dry grass, gaining victory with unstained
swords, carve on gunwale of a moving boat,
marking where a sword was dropped, the god-
dess of the moon (the lady in the legend who
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swallowed elixir stolen from her husband and flew
to the moon)... The cultural chain, formed by
more than 200 stories, reveals Chinese history be-
fore the Han Dynasty brilliantly and vividly. We
know not only history, but the customs, ethics, eti-
quette, social intercourses, inventions, creations
and innovations. After reading these stories, peo-
ple will gain a more complete knowledge of the e-
vents of Chinese history—the courage and blood-
shed of war, the tides of power change, and so
much more.

Huainanzi emerged in the land of Huainan,
which is the favor of our ancestors. We should
make this treasure benefit people and share that
with people ratter than conceal the treasure. Jin
Yu’s The Stories of Huainanzi is only a small part
of Huainanzi. | hope more scholars and artists will
study and develop the classics using different
forms. Let the research development of Huainanzi
become intellectual and artistic effloresce.

Dong Qing
Mar. 2008
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