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Preface
B TR

This book contains the same topics and questions as in the Speaking Book
in this series. A sample answer has been provided for each question. Always
remember that there are many ways to answer the questions in this book and
in the actual IELTS speaking module. Contrary to popular belief, there is never
a ‘right’ answer to any of the questions.

In the IELTS speaking module, just as in the writing module, the examiner
will expect you to be able to give reasons to support your opinions and develop
your answers. The main reasons for developing your answers are that you
want to show the examiner your vocabulary and range of grammar. Develop-
ing your answers also allows you to use connectives to show cohesion.

The answers contain useful vocabulary which you can and should use in your
own answers. Do not copy these answers word for word, as examiners are on the
lookout for memorised answers, and will give you lower scores if you use them.

We are sure that you will disagree with many of the statements in the
answers. Good! We are happy that you disagree, because that will make you
develop your own answers and also think more about the topics and questions.

The best way to use this book is to look at the topics where you feel you
lack ideas and vocabulary for the IELTS speaking module. Use the sample
answers to get you started on the topic. Most topics are included in Parts 1, 2
and 3. At the same time, notice the different styles of questions, in particular
that the part 1 questions are relatively easy and factual, whereas the part 3
questions often involve opinions and personal ideas.

Good luck preparing for the speaking module!
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1. When do people (usually) get married in your country?

“When they are in their 20’s. People marry later now. This is certainly true in cities. This
trend will continue in the next few years. People are putting their careers first. More people
are choosing to study longer and leave marriage until they have graduated and found a good
job.” :

2. When do people usually learn to drive in your country?

“In their mid-20’s. It is becoming more common to learn earlier. I think that learning at an
early age can be dangerous. Younger people are often not careful drivers.”

3. At what age(s) can people legally smoke, buy alcohol, and get married?

“For smoking and drinking alcohol, I'm not sure. I often see kids buying cigarettes or bottles
of beer and spirits. Maybe they are buying them for themselves or for their parents. I think
the legal age should be 18 for this. Getting married? I don’t know the age for sure, but I think
it’s 22 or 24. It might be different for men and for women.”

4. At what age do people usually retire from work?

“I heard that the age is 60 for men and 55 for women, but I'm really not sure. Many people
retire early or are retired by their companies. This means that they stay at home, but still
receive money from the company. This system will not exist in the future, because it is not
economical for the company.”

5. What could you do when you were younger that you cannot do now?

“Sports mainly. I'm still fit, but when I was younger, I could run a mile in five minutes. I used
to be a fast swimmer, too. Now, I only go swimming once every two weeks, so I can’t be as
good as I was before.”

6. How do you think your life will be different when you are retired?

“T'm sure that life will be more relaxing. It might be too relaxing and I'll get bored. At the
moment, I want to work part-time when I'm old. I'm not sure I'll feel that way when I retire.”

Examiners have access to these model answers.
If you copy any of them, you could get a very low score in the IELTS test.




Agriculture ¢

1. What are the main agricultural products in your region / country?

“[ live in Hainan. There are many agricultural products, such as rubber, fruits, and vegetables.
A lot of melons are grown there. Some of these agricultural products have been grown in
Hainan for a long time. Others are new.”

2. Do many people work on farms in your region / country?

“In China, many people work in agriculture. People often do not want to work on the land for
low pay. Farm workers can earn more in the cities. They cannot get good jobs, so when they
arrive in the cities, they get low-paid work in construction or beg for money.”

3. Do students often work on farms during their holidays?

““Yes, in the countryside. Parents in the cities want their children to do schoolwork during the
school holidays. In China, people that get their money from farming are often poor. The
children often work to increase the family income. In cities they have more money, so
parents want their kids to do schoolwork.”

4. Is farm work well paid in your region/ country?

“No. Farm workers often earn less than 1000 yuan a month. Some farmers make a good
salary, for example farmers near cities. They can sell products easily. Compared to other
people in the countryside, they do well, but compared to city people, their incomes are still

2

low.
5. How important is farming in your region/ country?

“In Hainan, farming is quite important, but not as important as the tourist industry. Farming is
quite important everywhere in China. In Inner Mongolia, animals are important, but in central
China, rice is. In Hainan, fruit and vegetables are the main focus, but rubber plantations are

becoming more common.”

Examiners have access to these model answers.
If you copy any of them, you could get a very low score in the IELTS test.

p




Ambitions

1. What is your main ambition in life?

“My ambition in life is to stay healthy. If you are healthy, you can work and enjoy yourself in
your free time. I keep fit. I eat a balanced diet. I am careful on the streets. Traffic accidents
are a cause of injury.”

2. Do you think you will achieve your ambition?

“I'think so. It is very challenging, but I like challenges, so I am sure I will be successful and
achieve my ambition in the future.”

3. Do you think that you are an ambitious person?

“Yes. I want to be successful. I want to be very famous and very rich. I want money to buy
a big house and travel to foreign countries. I want as much money as Bill Gates! I want to be
a ‘big boss’ and tell people what to do.”

4. Are your friends / family members ambitious?

“The people in my family are very ambitious. They are successful and I want to be successful,
too. Many of my friends are ambitious. However, I don’t think my friends are more ambi-
tious than me.”

5. Is it always good to be ambitious?

“Not always. Maybe ambitious people will be selfish. I think that ambition is a good thing. If
people are ambitious, they help society, not only the individual. However some ambitious
people will not do this.”

6. What do you see yourself doing in 5/ 10720 years’ time?
“I’ll probably be doing the same thing as now. I hope I'll have a higher position in a large

company. My life will be better. I will have a job in a company where I can improve myself.”

Examiners have access to these model answers.
If you copy any of them, you could get a very low score in the IELTS test.




