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Verb patterns (45 5 i VP)
3hid] )

For anyone who is learning to speak or write correct English,
the most important word in a sentence is the verb. For this reason the
compilers of the Dictionary have paid particular attention to verb pat-
terns . These show the learner how to use verb form correct sentences.
N FEMEERARBEHEEBENATNS, - TAFFREERN
—AMAERSE, EHRZ A S 58 R B E B 3R s
MR, REFHRADEEREIEERRAGAEERNT T,

A person leaming English as a foreign language may be tempted
to form sentences by analogy. For example, he hears or sees such
sentences as Please tell me the meaning and Please show me the way
(an indirect object followed by a direet object) . By analogy he forms
the incorrect sentence™ Please explain me the meaning (instead of
please explain the meaning to me ) .He hears or sees such sentences
as [ intend to come , I propose to come, and I want to come ,and by
analogy he forms the incorrect sentences as™ I suggest to come (in-
stead of I suggest that I should come). He hears or sees such sen-
tences as I asked him to come , I told him to come ,and I wanted him
to come, and by analogy he forms such incorrect sentences as™ [
proposed him to come and™ I suggested him to come (instead of I
proposed / suggested that he should come) . He notes that He began to
talk about the matter means the same as He began talking about the
mattter and supposes, wrongly, that He stopped to talk about the
matter means the same as He stopped talking about the matter .

BIELESIEEEFEFINATESZIBER, A K
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R RE, BNt 215 F 2 Please tell me the meaning
1 Please show me the way([ I B RIEGREEER)XMTTF,
" BRL LA HE i " Please explain me the meaning X 4~ 4 iR
# 4] F (IE§ # B A plase explain the meaning to me ) . fifl U7 3]
2% # I intend to come , I propose to come ,1 want to come % 4]
F LA HE, #5 1 1 suggest to come X 48 iR M A T (IF
B35 [ 2h 1 suggest that 1 should come) ., #0785 & 3| I asked
him to come, I tolk him to come, X & I wantede hin to come %547,
MU, & H " 1 propsed himto come A1 * I suggested him
to come F4E R K H) F (IEBH BN I proposed/suggested that he
should come) . fiti 1% % | He began to talk about the matter 5 He
began talking about the matter W B B —H, AW iR LU ¥ He
stopped to talk about the matter 5 He stopped talking about the
maiter B XM FIH .

To help the learner to avoid such mistakes, the compilers of the
Dictionary have provided a set of tables in which variors Verb Pat-
terns are set out with examples. Each pattern has a numbered code
(for example, [VP5],[VP6A],[VP21]).

ATHEB%IERRIFER, A AR RBRYE T —
ROMRIIHERBHRBMH N, B ABHBE -G
S(#mives],[VPeA],[VP21]),

It is important to note that the learner is not expected to memo-
rize these verb patterns . They are a simple reference system,a practi-
cal tool to guide the learner who wants to form correct sentences.
They are a way of helping the learner who will benefit from a list of
the grammatical rules that underlie the different sorts of example
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sentences that are given in the entries for verbs.
EFERMNAREXIZ LRI EHALYE X
REEM, ENENEMNSE RS, RTIFEBEEHERY
T8 3 F M — RO B, B M 3 37 3R 4% F & A OR R 89 1 4
T2 —RIEEAN LIRS
Note:The use of the asterisk indicates that the phrase or sen-
tence is an example of incorrect usage.
EE:ES " RAKEERTTFRAEROAE.
[vP1]
BhiE1 B

This pattern is for the verb be. The subject complement may be

-

a noun, a pronoun, an adjective, an adjective phrase (eg a

prepositional group) . There may be an adverbial adjunct or an

infinitive phrase.

WRIE A F 3 i be, EHEAEARERE LA RAGES

i B AR S E (B A @I B ) , BT 68 2 B R 1B iE
C RFEREE.

Subject + be subject complement/adjunct
1 This is a book .

5X % - ZF :P:' o »
2 This suitcase is mine .

yricase

XN RKEREK,
3 The children are asleep .

BTIIEET .



4 This book is for you.
SES TPV

5 This is where I work ..
XHMERTIERHTT .

There are variations with introductory there/ it .

there/it il FRI B B A Tk,

There/Tt + be subject

1 There was alarge crowd .
H—KBEA

2 It was impossible to go further.
BERBERAARET

3 It was a pity A the weather was so bad.
XEXHEFRERBOF,

LB VPI BISCH B be 8], BEHIHT S ML )G 3 R A RUER R
be 47 ity 3 A AU, 55 Y 4 HT IR A HH BT 9 A A

[VP2A]

A2 A4A
This pattern is for verbs which may be used without a comple-
ment. Such verbs are called complete intransetive verbs. Ad-
juncts are possible but not essential .
AT R B shiE 5w T AR EA G, R FIARESR
SARYBE, TASBHEEH BRRLHLH,




Subject vi

1 We all breathe , drink and eat .
RATERIE I, TRAK FIRZ AR T4

2 The moon rose .
ARART .

3 A period of political unrest Jollowed .

MEfER —-BBOATZER .

There are variations with introductory there/it.

there/it T & i H E 1,

1 There folliowed a long period of political unrest .
BERBRK -BBIGEAEENH,
2. It doesn’ t matter whether we start now or later.

KMNAEREBREH ERBHEXE,

That-clauses are possible after seem, appear, chance and fol-

low.

#E seem, appear, happen, chance 1 follow /& Al F§ that M\ ],

1 It seemed (that) the day would never end .
AR — R AL F ok im R 5E ’
2 It so chanced / happened (that) we were out when she called .
g EERINAER,
3 It doesn’ ¢t follow (that) they are husband and wife.
10



XA EMIRRE,

[VP2B]
shif2 ;I B 4

Verbs in this pattern are used with an adverbial adjunct of dis-
tance, duration, weight, cost, etc. For may occur before ad-
verbials of distance and duration. An indirect object may occur
after cost, last and take(meaning " require’) .

BRI B iA SRR R N ER . N ES RS
WiiG % F o #E cost,last Fl take (1€ ‘B E M) )5 H 7 LA
Ml & %iE

Subject + vi (for) + adverbial adjunct.

1 We walked (for ) five miles .
BMNEITT SHEE,

2 The book cost (me) £1.20.
XABET (R)1.20 8,

4 This box weighs Jfive kilos .
XMEFES AT

[vP2C]
EhE2 R C 4 _
Many intransitive verbs are used with an adverbial adjunct (in-
cluding an adverbial particle alone, or an adverbial particle fol-
lowed by a preposition) .
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