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| Opening an Account '

(George and Susan go into the bank.)

Bank Clerk:

George:

Bank Clerk:

Susan:

Bank Clerk:

George:

Susan:

Bank Clerk:

Susan:

Bank Clerk:

George:

Bank Clerk:

Can I help you, madam, sir?

Hello. We’d like to open an account', please.

Fine. Have a seat; please. What sort of account did you have in
mind?

We’re not very sure. Perhaps you can make some suggestions to us.
How much money do you plan to keep in your account on a regular
basis®?

We don’t have much money. I receive $380 a month from my
government and Susan receives $350 a month from her university |
and that has to cover all our expenses.

Besides, we’ll just be here for a year or two.

‘Oh, I see. You want to deposit your paycheck and be able to get

‘money whenever you need it. Is that right?

Exactly. ‘

Well. What you really need is a checking account®. 1t will let you
write as many checks as you want, and you can also withdraw
money when you need it.

That’s right. But we’ve heard that there’s a kind of joint
checking-savings account that allows us to earn a little interest on
our deposit.

Yes. We have an account like that. We call it “Home” account.



George:

Bank Clerk:

Susan:
Bank Clerk:
George:

Bank Clerk:

Lesson One: At the Bank (I)

Can you tell us how it works?

Sure. It’s very simple. You deposit your monthly check in your
savings account where it earns interest until you transfer it to your
checking account to cover the checks you write to pay your bills.
What is the annual interest rate*? s

It varies from time to time. At present it is 3.5 percent.

That sounds pretty good. How do we open a “Home” account?

Please fill in these forms, print your names here and sign your

names here and we’ll be all set.

(George and Susan fill in the forms)

Bank Clerk:
George:
Susan:

Bank Clerk:

Susan:

Bank Clerk:

How much money do you plan to deposit in your account today?
$100.

The same for me. Is that O.K.?

O.K. As you like. Come again in about a week and I’ll give yoil

your plastic “Home” card that allows you to bank by computer

‘during non-banking hours.

Wonderful! Thank you very much for your help.

You’re welcome.

Words and expressions:

1. account 7. & P

open an account - FP; TPk
2. on a regular basis Bl &, M .
3. checking account. EHEE; EFMAIIKP

4, annual interest rate =¥ IS
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Read the following poem: Celtow 1 worl 2w
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Story reproduction: =~~~

v

Rain, rain, go away! -

Tom and Ma;'yawam toplay:

Rain, rain, go away!
© Come again another day.

WE VIOV BERe  PEAGE ssami

L

Swing me over the water, = =

Swing me over the sea;

Swing me over the garden wall,

‘And swing me home for tea.

2. Make a dialogue between “my father” and “me”.

J

1. Read the following story for about 3 minutes and retell it in your own words.




Lesson One: At the Bank (I)

Topics for discussion:
@ s it better to enjoy or spend your money when you earn it or to save your
money in the bank for the future?

€ You go to a bank to open a new account. Do you prefer to put your money in

a nation-wide bank or in a local bank?

€ What do you know about traveler’s checks? Do you want to buy traveler’s

{ <

checks when you travel?
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Lesson Two: At the Bank (II)

| Buying Traveler’s Checks .

(George and Susan arrive at the airport)

George :
Susan:
George:
Susan:

George:

Susan:

George:

Susan:

George:

Susan:

George:

Saleswoman:

George:

Saleswoman:

George:

Come on, Susan. Let’s go buy some traveler’s checks'.

Some what?

Some traveler’s checks.

What’s that?

It’s money but it’s not money. It’s a piece of paper you use instead
of cash.

What on earth® are you talking about?

Come with me to the Canadian Express Office and I’ll explain
while we go.

All right.

We both just came from Ireland with $900 in cash in our pockets,
right? If we lose it or someone steals it from us, we’ll be in much
trouble.

You said it’! But what can we do about it?

We can buy traveler’s checks. Here we are.

Hi. May I help you, sir?

Hi, Miss. I’d like to buy seven hundred dollars worth of traveler’s
checks, please. ‘

Yes, sir. In what denominations*?

Ten fifties and the rest twenties.
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(The woman takes out ten fifty-dollar checks and ten twenty-dollar checks and

pushes them over to him.)

Saleswoman:

Susan:

Saleswoman:

Susan:
George:

Saleswoman:

Susan:
Saleswoman:
Susan:

Saleswoman:

Sir, please sign on the top line. When you want to cash the check,
sign again on the bottom line, but make sure that the person cashing
your check watches you sign and date it. He will then compare your
two signatures to see that they are the same. Be sure to write your
check numbers on this sheet and keep it separate from your checks.
Couldn’t somebody just steal the checks and copy my signature?

If someone steals your checks, or if you lose them, you call us
immediately and report the numbers and we’ll give you a cash
refund’ or replace the checks.

That’s great.

By the way, how much do the checks cost?

They cost one percent of your total amount of purchase. Yours are
$7.

I think I have seven singles®. Yes. Here you are.

Many thanks.

My pleasure. Bye-bye.

Bye.

Words and expressions:

1. traveler’s check WATRE

2. on earth

3. you said it

xE; A
(OE) H#R

4. denomination n. (Bt Tey) @, (BEEHF) 44

5. refund ~n.

6. single n.

iBiE; 2%
(FPEN—TTH) &, —HEk



Lesson Two: At the Bank (II)

Read the following poem:

Try, try,
Never; say die!
Things will come right
- To you, by and by.
* * *
When all the days are hot and long
And robin bird has ceased his song,
1 go swimming every day
And have the finest kind of day.

robin: n. fN1H & ' ’

Story reproduction:

1. Read the following story for about 3 minutés and retell it in your own words.

2. Make a dialogue between “Rabbit” and “Tortoise”.




