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Offscreen voice: My name is Jane Eyre. I
was born in 1820, a harsh time of change in
England. Money and position seemed all that
mattered. Charity was a cold and disagree-
able word. Religion too often wore a mask
of bigotry and cruelty. There was no proper
place for the poor or the unfortunate. I had R
no father or mother, brother or sister. As a

child I lived with my aunt, Mrs. Reed of

Gateshead Hall. I do not remember that she ever spoke one kind word to me.

Waiter: Careful, Bessie, she bites. Come on out, Jane Eyre. Mrs. Reed wants
to see you in the drawing room. Go on. Knock!

Bessie: Don’t bully the child! (Waiter: Knock! )

Mrs.Reed: Come in. This is Mr. Brocklehurst, is the child in question. She is
the daughter of my late husband’s sister, by an unfortunate union which we in
the family prefer to forget. For some years she has lived in this house.

Mr.Brocklehurst: The recipient I can clearly see, of every care which a lov-
ing benefactress could lavish upon her. Come here, little girl. What is your
name?

Jane: Jane Eyre, sir.

Mr.Brocklehurst: Well, Jane Eyre, and are you a good child?
Mrs.Reed: The less said on that subject, the better.
Mr.Brocklehurst: Indzed?

Mrs.Reed: Only this morning she struck her little cousin most brutally and
without provocation.

/

& provocation FR, HERMERERE

18] It’s true that John hit Bill first, but Bill is guilty of provocation,
because he called John a coward.
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Jane: That isn’t true.

Mrs.Reed: Jane!

Jane: He hit me first.

Mrs.Reed: Silence! John, dear, did you strike her first?
John: No, I didn’t, mama.

Jane: You did, you know you did. You knocked me down and hit my head
and made it bleed!

John: I did not! ( Jane: You did! You did! You did!)

Mrs.Reed: I won’t listen to your odious lies. You see, Mr. Brocklehurst, how
passionate and wicked she is?

Mr.Brocklehurst: I do indeed. Come here, child. You and I must have some
talk. No sight so sad as that of a wicked child. You known where the wicked
go after death?

Jane: They go to Hell.
Mr.Brocklehurst: And what is Hell?
Jane: A pit full of fire.

Mr.Brocklehurst: And should you like to fall into that pit and be burning
there forever?

Jane: No, sir!
Mr.Brocklehurst: Then what must you do to avoid it?
Jane: I must keep in good health and not die.

Mr.Brocklehurst: But children younger than you die daily. Only last week,
we buried a little child of five. A good little child, whose soul is now in heaven.
What of your soul, Jane Eyre?
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Jane: [ don’t see why it shouldn’t go to heaven too.

Mr.Brocklehurst: You don’t see? But others see clearly enough, do they not,
Mrs. Reed? You have heard the name of Lowood?

Jane: No, sir.

Mr.Brocklehurst: It is a school for unfortunate orphans. My estate lies within
a mile and as chairman of the board I spend much time in its supervision.
Would you like to go there, little girl?

Jane: You mean not live here anymore? I don’t know what Aunt Reed would
say.

Mr.Brocklehurst: It was your kind benefactress who suggested the plan.
You wish to go? ’

Jane: Yes, sir!

Mr.Brocklehurst: You made a wise choice, wiser than you know. And now 1
must pray God to take away your heart of stone, and make you meek, and
humble, and penitent. You must rest assure, Mrs. Reed, we should do our best
to collaborate with the all mighty.

Jane: Bessie?

Bessie: Yes, Jane?

Jane: I never dreamed I'll get away from here until I was quite grown up.
Bessie: Wouldn’t you even be sorry to leave your poor old Bessie?

Jane: What does Bessie care for me? She’s always scolding and punishing.
All the same I am rather sorry to be leaving you.

Bessie: Rather sorry? Is that all? And I suppose If I asked you to give me a
kiss? You would say you would rather not?

Jane: I'l] kiss you and welcome, Bessie.

(_[supervision &E “

The boys must work under strict supervision or they will just be
naughty.
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Bessie: You are such a strange solitary little thing. Here’s a keepsake, Jane, to
will help you remember me.

Driver: Come on, hurry up.

Bessie: Be a good girl! And I hope you’ll be happy.
Jane: Thank you, Bessie, and goodbye.

Bessie: Poor Jane!

Jane: Goodbye, Mrs. Reed. I hate you, and I hate everything about you! I’ll
never come and see you when I am grown up. And I will never call you aunt
as long as I live. And if any one asks me how you treated me, I will say you
are bad, hard-hearted and mean, the very sight of you makes me sick!

Jane: At school I should have drawing lessons and French lessons and his-
tory lessons and music lessons, and to be hundreds of other girls to play with.

Driver: And... Er... What’s the name of this school of yours?
Jane: It’s called Lowood.

Driver: Lowood? Lowood.

Driver: Here you are, she has been asleep for hours.

Man: Right away, Bill.




