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Unit ONE  CULTURE AND CUSTOMS

.

”  Unit One Culture and |
VCustVQms”
Passage |

e—————

What Does Uncle Sam Mean?

Did you know that everyone in America has one relative in
‘common? Have you ever heard of Uncle Sam? Who is this Uncle
Sam? Where did he come from? What does he look like? And if he’s
everyone’s uncle, where does he go for family dinners?

Well, Uncle Sam is not a real person. He was created sometime
during the War of 1812 to symbolize the United States of America.
Where did the name come from? No one is really sure, but most
people think he was named for Samuel Wilson. ’

Samuel Wilson was born in Massachusetts in 1766. He moved to .
New York, where he became a meat supplier. There, he put meat into
barrels to send to United States armies.. The barrels of meaf were
marked with the letters “U. S.” to show that they came from the
United States. One story says that the soldiers jokingly called the meat
supplier “Uncle Sam” to stand for the letters on the barrels. Since the
meat came from the American government, when people thought of
Uncle Sam they thought of the government.

Even though Uncle Sam is thought to have gotten his narne from
Samuel Wilson, the drawings that cartoonists created .in the 1800’s
looked nothing like him. A cartoonist named Thomas Nast was the

first to draw him the way he is most often drawn today. He is usually
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drawn as a tall, thin, white haired man. He wears a blue coat over red
and white striped pants, with a top hat on his head. Have you ever
seen him? .

Uncle Sam seems to show up just about everywhere today. Some
places you might want to look for him are television, newspapers,

magazines, and history books. He’s even shown up in cartoons!

New Words and Expressions

common n. P cartoonists n. & E
symbolize v, $4E create v. 4)i%
supplier n. & striped pants  Z 40T
barrel n. A%

Main Points for Reading -

1. have sth. in common F53t[E &5,
X2 H F VA4, H %40 Peter and Tom are good friends. They -
have almost everything in common, such as hair style, hobbies
and favourite stars. R MBWRT AL, M1 FEGHEHRE
SR LB IR T BRI ERIAE

2. symbolize v. RIE, symbol n. 5, 108, R1F.
He was created sometime during the War of 1812 to symbolize the
United States of America. fii27F 1812 £ F B FE—N 86
15 SRR RER
)P He $54% Uncle Sam ((L#EA#) .

3. stand for fFK, Fom X H, X3k B, 2.
stand for £/ FISISREXE MR A 341, 40 CPC stands for the
Communist Party of China. /You should stand for what is right. /
I will not stand for their behaving like that.
RER, 2, &2 N, ZAd2 ATEeN, nLER
fE— I,
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4. show up HIL, BILH ¥, F52 T to appear, be able to be seen,
40 ; The mark shows up only in the strc;ng sunlight.

5. Since the meat came from the American government, when
people thought of Uncle Sam they thought of the government.
Tk BREBUT, (FTi) 2 AT R LRSI 1%, Af)
MAREIBUT . .
fJHH since 5| FHIRIFE R BN,

True or Calse

() 1. The real Uncle Sam wears a blue coat over red and white
striped pants with a top hat on his head.
( ) 2. The letters “U. S.” stand for United States of America.

( ) 3. Uncle Sam shows up everywhere today.

() 4. Uncle Sam is every American’s uncle.

Passage 2

SR

Festivals Are Fun, Fun, Fun!

With the Double Ninth Festival coming on October 30 and
Halloween on October 31, many people are asking this question;
Should Chinese kids celebrate Western festivals? I think the answer is
Yes, Yes and Yes!

It is not that important what each festival stands for, because
every festival is about having a good time. Anybody can do that!
Festivals are a great chance to learn about other cultures — and in a
fun way. ‘

Halloween is one of my favourites. When I was younger, we
would go trick or treating on Halloween. All the kids would dress up
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in costumes and go door-to-door yelling “trick or treat”! At each
house, we’d get candies a;1d chocolate. Things haven’t changed much
for me. This Halloween I’ll be going to a party where everyone will
dress up. I'm lazy, so I'll just throlw a white sheet over my head, cut
out two holes for eyes and call myself a ghost. A

I hope that there are lots of Chinese people — young and old —
having Halloween parties of their own this year. It’s a good way to
bring people together.

In fact, not only should Chinese kids commemorate Western
holidays, but Western kids should start celebrating Chinese holidays.
It would be great for me to go back to Canada and see all the children
giving each other moon cakes on the Mid-autumn Festival or lighting
fireworks on the Chinese New Year. -

So, join the fun and have a happy Halloween and a great Double
Ninth Festival| - | '

New Words and Expressions
Double Ninth Festival #Mm¥ ghost n. %,% 3%

Halloween F#2%#% yell n. %
trick or treat ARALHRIGE commemorate v. 4
costume n. IRk ’

Main Points for Reading

1. It is not that important what each festival stands for.
) what 5| IR —PEBENA. AT HFREE, ¥EE
MABR. ZARARER:
What each festival stands for is not that important. —/~35 H %
RTHL, HARBLEER,

2. I'm lazy, so I'll just throw a white sheet over my head, cut out
two holes for eyes and call myself a ghost. FXIRW, FrPATIT—
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AtRBEEAK BT HANTHEHIRE , B R
3. I hope that there are lots of Chinese people — young and old —

having Halloween parties of their own this year. FHFBESHEH

WELHPEAN, LGEDERBHMITE ORI ENIRN

¥ hope H [ #5 Fi that 5| S EENA, WA D HH that

there are ...

True or False

( ) 1. Chinese kids should celebrate western festivals instead of
Chinese festivals.
( ) 2. Festivals are a great chance for us to learn about other
' cultures. '

( Y 3. I will dress up as a ghost to go trick or treating this
. Halloween. ' l

( ) 4. Both Chinese and Western children should know about
other cultures. ' '

( ) 5. Festivals are very important to us because we can

have fun.

Passage 3

R

Australia

Australia is the world’s biggest island country. It is located in the
southern part of the earth. So when people are having a hot summer
there, we have a cold winter here.

Australia has a large area, but it has only a population of over '
18,000,000.

The weather in Australia is neither too hot nor too cold. In many
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places of this beautiful land, you can either take a walk in the rain
forests or go for a swim in its warm seas. |

Canberra is the capital of Australia. But to visit the world-famous
Opera House, you must go to Sydnéy. Sydney is the largest city of
this country. :
~ Australia has long been a farming country. People call it “a
country on a sheep’s back”. There, you can find lots of sheep and
kangaroos. Alice Spring and Ayers Rock — the biggest rock on earth,
are two interesting places in the center to many foreign visitors. The
Rock rises 348.7 metres above the ground, and the scenery is so
magnificent that you can’t believe that it changes its colour in the
sunlight if you do not see it for yourself.

So, when you go traveling around Australia, there will be lots of

things to see and lots of places to visit.

New Words and Expressions
kangaroo n. & magnificent adj. T4

Main Points for Reading
1. The scenery is so magnificent that you can’t believe that it
changes its colour in the sunlight if you do not see it for yourself.
MEACHE T BRAERRIR B i, TR RASHEEHNE AT
Bt FREZE L.
H) if not =unless, F]fFE Jy“FRIE" . so ... that 5| R REE
RIREMN

True or False

( ) 1. Australia is the second biggest island country in the

world.
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. Australia is a country with a larger area and fewer people.
. It often snows in Australia.

. Sydney is famous for its Opera House.

. Alice Spring is located in the middle of the country.

A~ S S S
Nt N N N N
N UV AW N

. The Rock changed its colours and size in the sunlight,

)  Passage 4

Western New Year’s Tradition

United States: Times Square countdown

Probably the most famous tradition in the United States is the
dropping of the New Year ball in Times Square, New York City, at
11:59 p. m. Thousands of people gather to watch the ball making its
one-minute descent, arriving at the ground exactly at midnight. The
tradition first began in 1907. The original ball was made of iron and
wood; the current ball is made of crystal.

In southern America, a traditional New Year’s dish is black-eyed
peas and ham hocks. An old saying goes, “Eat peas on New Year's
day to have plenty of everything during the rest of the year. ”

Ané)ther American tradition is the Rose Bowl football game in
California, which is the sports centerpiece of the festival. The
Tournament of Roses parade that comes before the football game on
New Year’s Day is made up of beautiful floats. The first parade was
held in 1886. In that year, Californians decorated their carriages with
flowers to celebrate the ripening of the orange crop.

Scotland ; First-footing
In Scotland, one of the traditions is “first-footing. ” Shortly after

midnight on New Year’s Eve, neighbors pay visits to each other.



