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ABSTRACT

The article conducts a sociological study on common life of land-
less-farmers in the suburb of Nanjing city.

The formation of landless-farmers is the result of urbanization
process and the common law throughout the world. The cost of urban
development is that farmers are losing their land, so there appear a lot
of landless-farmers. The fact that farmers are losing their lands has
caused a series of problems, which will do harm to our social develop-
ment and stabilization. So we must study and resolve them seriously.

It is a new trial to study on the farmers’ life after they lost their
land from the perspective of acculturation. According to socio-cultural
anthropology, human groups will adjust their behavior to readapt to
their environment when they are faced with specific environmental pres-
sure. For the landless-farmers, they are also faced with physical adap-
tation (renewing the production technology) , social adaptation ( con-
structing social networks) and mental adaptation ( cultivating citizens’
value). So “technology”, “networks” and “value” are the minimum
units of acculturation of landless-farmers.

On the whole, the landless-farmers in the suburb of Nanjing city
have exhibited a strong plasticity and adaptability after losing their
land. Faced with the mutation of their social life environment, firstly
they can renew their idea and adjust themselves promptly, secondly
they can participate in market competition and get employed initiative-
ly, thirdly they can actively construct and expand social networks, and
lastly they consciously learn skills, culture, and cultivate citizens’ con-

sciousness, so as to adapt to the new living environment.
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