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Abstract

The New Rural Cooperative Medical Scheme (NRCMS) is an important form of
the current rural medical care security system. It plays an import role in improving
the security level of medical care for rural residents, lifting them out of the poverty in-
duced by diseases, protecting the rural productivity, promoting the rural economy and
social development and making them all benefit from the fair and equal access to
medical services and achievements of reform and development. In this book, we have
applied theories of management and economics, adopting such approaches as litera-
ture review, data collection, theoretical study, comparative study, case analysis and
surveys to make a qualitative and quantitative study on the NRCMS. It fully demon-
strated that the NRCMS, as a major social policy measure, is essential to build up a
harmonious society and new socialist countryside. It is a realistic solution to problems
of primary health care currently confronting rural residents. Meanwhile, this study al-
so put forward, from different perspectives, some proposals towards sustainable devel-
opment through demonstrating fruitful results, revealing problems, comparing with
and drawing lessons from other’s experiences.

In this book, a historical review of development of rural medical care security
system and related policies was depicted by an overview of theories with great impact
on the social security system such as the Western Economics, classic theory of Marx-
ism and theory of China socialism constructions. On the basis of detailed analyses a-
bout the general situation, trends of development, efficacy and existing problems of

NRCMS in Guangdong province, this study outlined the fund - raising, compensa-
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tion, management, cost — control mechanism and medical aid system. It also intro-
duced the three management models of the NRCMS in Guangdong province. By com-
paring and studying individual cases, interviewing relative interviewees and making
qualitative analyses, we identified the weak points and existing problems in the opera-
tion of NRCMS. In this book , we also compared the NRCMS with medial care securi-
ty systems in other countries and performance of the NRCMS in other parts of China,
getting some useful insights on how to improve the NRCMS in Guangdong province.
At last, with all that information, we made some suggestions on policies with regard
to further enhance the NRCMS.

The main conclusions: first, the NRCMS, which is an initiative that enables ru-
ral residents to share achievements of reform and development, must be dominated by
the government. Second, the development of the NRCMS is closely correlated with
the local economic and social development. Third, at present stage, the NRCMS is
characterized by low level and wide coverage. There are still gaps between that of
China and those of other developed countries which feature high level and wide cover-
age in terms of medical care security systems. We need to improve it gradually.
Fourth, the NRCMS in Guangdong province has taken a shape, and further improve-

ment is needed.

Key words: medical care security; the new rural cooperative medical scheme ;
public health
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