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Lesson One

New York

New York was founded just some three hundred years ago, after Hendrick
Hudson came there in search of a passage to the Indies. The Dutch settlers that
followed “bought” the Manhattan Island with some trinkets worth about twenty-
four dollars — a ridiculous price. The Indians, who called the island Man-a-hat-a,
meaning “heavenly lands” , were shamelessly cheated. The Dutch settlers named
the island New Amsterdam and lived a comfortable and prosperous life there until
1664 when the English fleet sent by the English Duke of York laid siege to the
island. The Dutch governor surrendered without a fight. The settlement was
renamed New York.

The city ’s development was comparatively slow under the English. It
became more rapid in the 19™ century. The New York we know today, however,
came into being only within the last century. The New Yorker of 1890 would
hardly recognize his hometown should he see it now.

If there is one thing which has made New York famous, it is the fact of its
being a city with the tallest buildings, although in area Manhattan on the Hudson
is but 12 miles by 2.5 miles at its widest part. The shortage of space, it seems,
has led the city to grow upwards, instead of outwards, into a city of skyscrapers.
It is an awe-inspiring experience just to walk down a New York street. The build-
ings, rising sheer into the blue sky on either side, make one feel as though one
were walking through a deep canyon.

New York is probably one of the busiest cities in the world in which one can
wander around without fear of getting lost, for all the avenues run from north to
south, and all the numbered streets from east to west. The downtown section of
the island is a solid mass of buildings, with hardly a tree or a single blade of
grass anywhere along the narrow dusty streets. Here Broadway begins, here is
Wall Street and the Stock Exchange, filled from ten to three with a crowd of
fierce, excited men, waving their arms and shouting in a way that makes the
visitor wonder whether they are quite sane. At the head of Wall Street we come
upon Trinity Church, a little old building lost among the giant cathedrals of
commerce that surround it. Alexander Hamilton and many other outstanding

Americans are buried in the churchyard.



And yet, looking up from the graves at the immense concrete and steel
structures, one realizes that this is a city without a past. New York holds no
place sacred and bows down before no tradition. It, however, is graced by the
presence of the headquarters of the United Nations. The international body is
housed in a 39-storey building, a beautiful rectangular glass and steel structure.
Technically, the United Nations building is not in the USA. It is rather under
the control of the United Nations with its own police force, its own postage and
even a souvenir shop selling gifts from every part of the world.

The greater portion of New York’s inhabitants, like those in many other
cities of America, are foreign immigrants since their immediate ancestors were
not born in America. The thousands who have adopted New York as their home
have crowded into sections called “Chinatown”, “Little Italy”, the “Ghetto”
and others — cities within the great city. '

Comparatively few of New York’s approximately eight million inhabitants
live in Manhattan, although the majority spend a considerable part of the day
there. The residential districts are spread over the other four boroughs —
Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx and Richmond. Early every morning the human
river begins to flow towards the center, pouring in along the subway lines, over
the bridges, crowding the buses and trains. Thousands more come in from New
Jersey across the Hudson to be swallowed up in the innumerable office buildings.
The day’s work done, most New Yorkers stay home and watch TV whereas others
prefer to return at night to the Great White Way, which is the name given to
Broadway — to the flash and glitter and the ‘artificial gaiety in whose midst they
may forget the urgent problems of the day. On Sundays and holidays every means
of communication is again overburdened, carrying the millions to Coney Island,
up the Hudson River and along the roads to the Catskill Mountains, where for a
short time they may escape from the uniform monotony of their existence.

New York at nightfall loses the harshness that characterizes its features
during the day. Visitors arriving by air or by boat sailing up the bay are
presented with an unforgettable sight: the dark outline of the imposing Statue of
Liberty reflected on the Harbor’ s waters under the pale moonlight; strings of
lights marking the George Washington, the Williamsburg, the Brooklyn and the
Manhattan bridges across the Hudson and the East Rivers. Straight ahead, row
upon row, are millions of lights rising higher and higher to the tower searchlights
of the skyscrapers, which crown the queen of American cities. For although New
York is not the capital of the United States, nor even the capital of New York
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State, it is the Empire City, the stronghold of American capitalism.
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10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

16.
17.

18.

19

20.
21.
22.
23.

24.
25.
26.

New Words and Expressions

. trinket /" trigkit / n. small ornament of little value B& 4 i) /NI 5 5 /&
ikl
ridiculous /ri' dikjulas / adj. deserving to be laughed at; absurd A% fY; Fi
FE
heavenly /' hevnli / adj. of or from heaven; divine FCF Y ; #1519
prosperous /' prasparas / adj. successful or thriving BLINRY ; B 3ERY
Duke /dju:k / n. (title of a) nobleman of the highest rank /& ( BIFRE)
siege /sidz / n. surrounding by armed forces A ; 13 [
lay siege to [
surrender /sa'rends / v. give up; yield #F; EBIR
skyscraper /" skaiskreipa / n. very tall modern city building BE X Xk
. awe-inspiring /3 :in! spaisri/ adj. causing respect and frightening 4 A\ B &
85 (o ARME R
sheer /fia / adv. straight up or down IE EHb; BEIEML; BESRH
canyon /' kaenjon / n. deep gorge LA
wander /*wonda / v. move around in an area without any special purpose;
roam {7 ; R
blade /bleid / n. leaf of plants; flat cutting part of a knife, sword, etc
MR (1 814% W) 71
fierce /figs / adj. violent and angry XIJERY; XIIRAY; B9
sane /sein / adj. having a healthy mind; not mad .03 2 {2 M) ; M5 F
HHY
come upon /on fBIRIE L R BLE A S EY
Trinity /1 trinati / n. (in Christianity ) the union of Father, Son and Holy
Spirit as one God (FEEHH L) = —F(ER ZTREXREHRN L)
cathedral /ka' Bi:dral / n. main church X4t
commerce /ko'ma:s / n. trade; buying and selling of goods FMl ; 38 5
sacred /' seikrid / adj. connected with God, a god or religion #1 X/ ; ZH Y
grace / greis / v. give honour or dignity to #5------ VS % 4
presence /¢ prezans / n. being present in a place /& ; 73, 7%
rectangular /rek! teggjuls / adj. having the shape of a rectangle & 7B ;
FIEH
souvenir /su;9' nis / n. thing taken, bought as a gift 245 424
portion /' po: fon/ n. part or share —f3}
ancestor /' ensista / n. forefather; people from whom sb. is descended

fHE; HEE
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27

28.
29.

30.

31.

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

38.

39.
40.

41.
42.

. ghetto /' getau / n. usually crowded area of a town lived in by people of spe-
cial group FEX
approximately /3" proksimitli / adv. almost correctly or exactly K%
inhabitant /n* hebitant / n. person or animal living in a place BB ;f£ F* ;
B#shY
residential /rezi* denfal / adj. containing or suitable for private houses {£55
89 A TEEER
borough /'bars / n. any of the five administrative areas of New York City

(AR EA)ITBX(Z—)

swallow up F&, FIH

innumerable /i' nju; morabl / adj. too many to be counted ¥ ANIEFH
whereas /wed reez / conj. but in contrast; while 2R ; Wi

artificial /a; titfifal / adj. made by man; not real AZEHY;REY

gaiety /' geiati / n. cheerfulness; merriment %5k ; it

overburden /2uva'ba:dn / v. load sb with too much work, weight, etc.
o AR

uniform /'ju; nifo;m / adj. not changing in form or character LAk ; F
R 4]

monotony /ma'nd toni / n. lack of variety B3R bk ; oI

harshness /' ha; fnis / n. roughness to the senses; severity with cruel
appearance J2H%; IR [H

present with [a) 3 N @R LY

imposing /im' pauzigy / adj. impressive in appearance or manner YR ; S

 NEISEZI

43,

45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

crown /kraun / v. put a crown on the head of; form the top of I & ; R
Y TR

. stronghold /" stroghauld / n. fort; place where there is much support for a
cause, etc. R4 ; RFH

under the control of Yg---:-- HERZT

instead of IR, MR

come into being JFIAELE

pour in Zﬁi&ﬂe,@h&

row upon row ZEBIM; ZEH

escape from  ph--eeer YR ; e

Proper Names

Hendrick Hudson FBHEE ( AR
New Amsterdam S B R S

.4'



Duke of York

ATAR

Stock Exchange HEF3E 5 BT
Alexander Hamilton TAILK ( BEH R
Trinity Church =X KEE

Coney Island ES

Catskill Mountains YLPRER L
Williamsburg BB R

the Indies FRENFE R e AR IX
Indians EWENEEZA

The Statue of Liberty H BT HE

The Empire City 7 EH I

Broadway  /'bro:dwei / BEILKHE

Wall Street / wo: lstr: t/ HIRET

Brooklyn /" bruklin / Vit = N7
Queens /kwi:nz / B+X

The Bronx /brogks / T
Richmond /' ritfmond / BEHFAX
Manhattan /man'heton /  SMBIHAKX

Notes to the Text

1. the Indies ZRENEHIX , —MRIE TR R HIEDFE B LU AR X F &1
2. It is the fact of its being a city with the tallest buildings. BT (41%y) BIHA TR
R R R T X — 3 3K,
MBS B, its E145 18] being #4838 18 , XM EMR A B FENEEGEH.
KA BEERE
Would you mind my opening the window?
RIBIEFTHEF A EG?
I knew nothing about the car being stolen.
BAFERFERET .
3. New York:---bows down before no tradition. 4 ZF A FEGHAKE,
4. The United Nations Bt-&[E 1945 4£ 10 A 24 H7EXEREHB LR TR . HREE
51 AMERSN, BETE, HERN 4P ERMFSZeEENERALR.
5. to the flash and glitter and the artificial gaiety 3 2355 Tt T EA T (ELINE &
& REAME RRESIFIT)
6. The New Yorker of 1890 would hardly recognize his hometown should he see
it now.
1890 EMAA R RNAEFENAHWIE, LWFEARRBALECHEET .
B RAEEBRBEBIIES . Other examples:



If I had wings, I could fly like a bird in the sky.
MRRFHRENIE, RSB DE—RERST K, (FRHE)

If you could come early tomorrow morning, I would return the novel to you.
WNRAFIRIE REAITE , RIHE PBE IR (RRHER) _

If you had been to Washington, you might have visited the White House.
WMRFEEEEE, FBFSUEEE. (FradX)
MAETHRINIRA were, had, should, if —iRERAI 4 KM, WX LB B MY,

¥ B2 ), Other example

If it were to rain, I wouldn’t go home. = Were it to rain, I wouldn’t go home.
HEERTH,RHEEATET,

7. ---but 12 miles by 2.5 miles at its widest part. {{f 12 tH K , BFEAHRAE2.5 %
B, BWEFRFIKTEALIER KN, H by —id, e. g
The table is two meters by one meter. XK REFHHKK, —KFF,

AR URFRR KBS HIFE A7, Other example:
The newly-built highway connecting our city with Zhengzhou is about 200 miles long by 40
meters wide.

BT R R RN T R A B K 22 200 ZEH K 40 K5

8. The day’s work done, most New Yorkers stay home---. 52— KM T/ES , B84
HANRIERE,

AP ATE AT S LR A RTE, done (13848 3152 the day’ s work. Other examples ;
(1) Properly dressed, she lefi her home.

FREZE  WEFTE T, GBEEEREAHH she)
(2) Children properly dressed, she left her home.

K[ETNFERRE, WEF TR, (BHEEIEN children)

9. The dark outline of ---and the East Rivers. IRIRFI AT, B B &AM ER D
KL BRSO A AT B MR R R R > B TRIg - R
1 BRI A0 B AR I B T LR KBRS R

ARG reflected (BEBLHRTE) 1 marking (FRIBLE) #AEEIE RS, 2 BB &
H #9554717) outline F0 strings of lights. X $I7E T— ARt R4, B — A M AT
i, AR RN ER. e s
(1) I came into the great hall, following her.
REFMEHXT
(2) T came into the great hall, followed by her.
WEHKIT, b5 RE
10. ---make one feel as though one were walking through a deep canyon.
AR INEATEFERER RS Z 4,
AR as though RIEW AT FIfE as if, ARSI SEIESWAF. Hin.
The foreign friend speaks Chinese so well as though he were a Chinese.

EALSE A A BB DUERAE WA, SRR P EA L.



Exercises
I . Comprehension of the Text
Choose the best answer to each of the questions or unfinished statements below
1. Hendrick Hudson came to Manhattan Island
A. 1o live there
B. to look for gold
C. to find a way to the Indies
D. to find a passage
2. The name New York came into being
A. before 1664
B. in 1664
C. after 1664
D. in the 19th century
3. New York is well-known for many things, but the most important one is
for .
A. the tallest buildings
B. the well-planned streets
C. its shortage of space
D. the World Trade Center
4. Which part of New York has the narrow dusty streets?
A. Wall Street
B. The downtown section
C. The deep canyon
D. Broadway
5. The Stock Exchange in New York opens its market every weekday for
A. 8 hours
B. 13 hours
C. 7 hours
D. 5 hours
6. According to the author, which of the following is not correct?
A. UN is the USA, technically speaking.
B. UN has its own police force.
C. UN has its own building.
D. UN has its own souvenir shop.
7. How many boroughs does New York City have?
A. Four. '
B. Five .
C. Six.
D. Seven.



8. Where can a person enjoy himself in New York at night, according to the text?
A. At home.
B. On the Hudson.
C. In Brooklyn.
D

. In Broadway.

Il . Vocabulary
A. From the four choices given, choose the one that is closest in meaning to the
underlined part of the sentence

1. The students were shown a beautiful picture.

A. given B. sold
C. provided to D. presented with

2. The young man bought approximately 50 books yesterday.
A. about B. less than
C. more than D. only

3. Workers spend a considerable part of the day in factories.
A. most B. small
C. much D. more

4. You can go to the artificial gaiety when you want to have a good time.
A. place B. entertainment
C. time D. rest

5. T have read a great portion of the novel up to now.

A. pant B. share

C. deal D. many
6.1 came upon him in the street yesterday.

A. saw B. met

C. ran across D. came to

B. From the four choices given, choose the one that best completes the sentence

7.1t is for him to try to fly in the air like a bird.
A. true B. ridiculous C. sacred D. sane
8.Don’t to the enemy at any time.
A. surrender B. fight C. give way D. fall
9. The girl what was in the box.
A. wandered B. know C. wondered D. realize
10. The driver was very when he lost his car.
A. urgent B. fierce C. fiercely D. pleased
11.1 didn’ t you at first when I saw you just now
A. realize B. think C. imagine D. recognize
12. This library is very large, and there are books in it.
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A. innumerable B. countable
C. unforgettable D. uncountable

. Cloze Test

The greatest recent social changes have been the lives of women. During the twentieth
century there has been a remarkable shortening of the _ 1 of a woman’s life spentin _ 2
or children. A woman marrying at the end of the nineteenth century would probably have
been in her 3 twenties, and would be likely to have seven or eight children, of 4
four or five lived till they were five years old. By the time the youngest was fifteen, the
mother _ 5 have been in her early fifties and would expect to live 6  further twenty
years, during which custom, opportunity and health made it unusual for her to get 7
work. Today women marry younger and have fewer children. Usually a woman’s youngest
child will be different when she is forty-five and coin be 8  to live another thirty-five
years and is likely to take paid work until retirement at sixty. Even while she has the care of
children, her work is _ 9 by household appliances and convenience foods.

The important change in woman-life-span has only recently begun to have its full effect
on their economic position. Even a few years ago most girls left school 10 the first
opportunity , and most of them took a full-time job. However, when they married they usually

left work at once and never came to it again.

1. A. amount B. share C. proportion D. time

2. A. attending B. caring C. looking D. minding
3. A. mid B. medium C. average D. middle
4. A. them B. which C. whom D. that

5. A. could B. might C. should D. would

6. A. another B. still C. one D. a

7. A. paying B. paid C. payable D. payment
8. A. expected B. hoped C. likely D. longed

. A. lightened B. lighted C. lit D. shortened
10. A. by B. at C. for D. given

IV. Reading Comprehension

Read the following passage and then make your choices according to the informa-
tion given in the passage.

A lot of advice is available for college leavers heading for their first job. In this article
we consider the move to a second job. We are not concerned with those looking for a second
temporary position while hunting for a permanent job. Nor are we concerned with those
leaving an unsatisfactory job within the first few weeks. Instead, we will be dealing with
those of you taking a real step on the career ladder, choosing a job to fit in with your

ambitions now that you have learnt your way around, acquired some skills and have some
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idea of where you want to go.

What sort of job should you look for? Much depends on your long-term aim. You need
to ask yourself whether you want to specialize in a particular field, work your way up to
higher levels of responsibility or out of your current employment into a broader field.

Whatever you decide, you should choose your second job very carefully. You should be
aiming to stay in it for two to three years.

This job will be studied very carefully when you send your letter of application for your
next job. It should show evidence of serious career planning. Most important, it should
extend you, develop you and give you increasing respousibility. Incidentally, if the travel
bug is biting, now is the time to pack up and go. You can do temporary work for a while
when you return, pick up where you left off and get the second job then. Future potential
employers will be relieved to see that you have got it out of your system, and are not likely to
go off again. .

Juliette Cavidson spent her first year after leaving a famous college working for three
lawyers. It was the perfect first job in that “ Ok, they were very supportive people. 1 was
gently introduced to the work, learnt my way round an office and improved my word
processing skills. However, there was no scope for advancement. One day I gave in my
notice, bought an air ticket and traveled for a year. ”

1. Who is intended to benefit from the advice given in the article?
A. Students who have just finished their studies
B. People who are unhappy with their current job
C. Those who are interested in establishing a career
D. People who change jobs regularly
2. According to the writer, why is the choice of your second job important?
A. it will affect your future job prospects.
B. It will last longer than your first job.
C. It will be difficult to change if you don’t like it.
D. It should give you the opportunity to study.
3. In the sentence “you should be aiming to stay in it for two to three years” , “it”
refers to your
A. first job
B. second job
C. application
D. career
4. If you have a desire to travel, when does the writer suggest that you do it?
A. When you are unable to find a permanent job
B. After you have done some temporary work
C. Between the first and second job
D. Straight after you have left college
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