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The Grand Courtyard of The Wang Family

A Brief Introduction

The Grand Courtyard of the Wang Family is locat-
ed in the hinterland of Shanxi Province, at Jing Shen
Town, about 12 kilometers to the east of Lingshi Coun-
ty, on the tourist route with such famous scenic spots
as Mianshan Mountain, Zishou Temple, “Lingshi”,
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Hanxin Mountain Ridge, Shigao Mountain, Lingkong
Mountain, etc. forming a shape of V.

The Wang Family at Jingsheng Town is one of the
four big families in the history of Lingshi County, being
the descendents of the Wang Family in Taiyuan City.
The Grand Countyard of the Wang Family preserved
until today had been built successively during the peri-
ods of Kangxi, Yongzheng, Qianlong, Jiaqing in the
Qing Dynasty, with a total area of 150000 m?, of which
an area of 45000 m? consists of historical and cultural
sites under the provincial protection. The architectural
complex at Gaojiaya called “China local — style
Dwelling — House Art Museurn”, officially open to the
public on August 18, 1997, was constructed during
1796 — 1811. It consists of 26 courtyards, 218 houses,
totaling 11728 m*. The architectural complex at Hong-
menbao called “Museumn of the Wang Family” officially
open to the public on August 18, 1998, was built dur-
ing 1762 — 1793. It consists of 28 courtyards, 540
houses, totaling 19800m?, in the shape of the Chinese
character F ( pronounced Wang) .

The two groups of buildings at Gaojiaya and
Hongmenbao stand {rom east to west facing each other,
are linked with a bridge. They are all fortress — like
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constructions on the loess plateau. The characteristics
of these buildings are: They are built according to the
topography of the mountain in picuresque disorder:
Row upon row of houses and layer upon layer of court-
yards loock like fish scales and comb teeth, providing
visitors with magnificent views and nultifunctional ac-
commodations .

The architectural complex at Gaojiaya has inherit-
ed the style of courtyard with hall in the front and dor-
mitory in the rear, which had been formed during the
Westemn Zhou Dynasty (1100 — 771 B. C. ), while the
master design of the architectural complex at Hongmen-
bao takes the local topography into consideration , plac-
ing garden in the front and house in the rear. In addi-
tion, distinctive ingenuity is manifested in the brick
carvings, wood carvings and stone carvings, which are
refined and rich, practical and beautiful, combining
the southermn sentiment with the northern one, and thus
possessing cultural and artistic values of a very high
level.

Since 1996, as a consequence of the great atten-
tion of the leaders of various levels, and as a result of a
big sum of money invested in the repairs on these
buildings by the People’ s Government of Lingshi Coun-
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ty, the Grand Courtyard has been in a position to wel-
come the tounsts. It is our country’s fine cultural her-
itage in the field of traditional architecture, as well as
an art treasure in the realm of local style dwelling hous-
es. It has attracted wide interest and close attention of
the experts at home and abroad in architecture, histo-
vy, sociology, ethics, arts and crafts, film and televi-
sion, photography and news media. It has also become

a base for training college students in practical skills.
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