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Land Area E1ER

Located in the east on the Asian continent on the western shore of the Pa-
cific Ocean, the People ’s Republic of China has a land area of about 9. 6 mil-
lion sq. km. , and is the third largest country in the world, next only to Russia
and Canada.

With a land boundary of some 22,800 ki, China is bordered by Korea to
the east; Mongolia to the north; Russia to the northeast; Kazakhstan, Kyrgy-
zstan and Tajikistan to the northwest; Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal,
Sikkim and Bhutan to the west and southwest; and Myanmar, Laos and Viet-
nam to the south. Across the seas to the east and southeast are the Republic
of Korea, Japan, the Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia and Indonesia.

The National Flag @ 1

The flag of the People’s Republic of China is red in color and it has five
yellow stars. The color red symbolizes the spirit of the revolution, and the five



gy P ——rf [ A S A

stars signify the unity of the people of China under the
leadership of the Chinese Communist Party. The national flag
of China was adopted at the First Plenary Session of the Chi-

nese People’s Political Consultative Conference held in Sep-
tember 1949, shortly before the founding of the People’s Republic of China.

The National Emblem FE &

The national emblem of China is Tian’ anmen in the center
illuminated by five stars and encircled by a cogwheel and ears
of grain. Tian’ anmen symbolizes the Chinese nation, and the
cogwheel and the ears of grain represent the working class and

peasantry.
Administrative Divisions {TH X

China has 34 major Administrative divisions. They consist of 23 prov-
inces, 5 autonomous ( self-governing) regions, 4 centrally administered mu-
nicipalities and 2 special administrative regions. The autonomous regions are
1. Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region,2. Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region,
3. Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, 4. Tibet Autonomous Region, 5. Xinjiang
Uygur Autonomous Region. These regions have many people who belong to
China’ s minority ethnic groups. The centrally administered municipalities—
Beijing, Chongging, Shanghai and Tianjin-—are huge metropolitan areas admin-
istered by the national government. Each centrally administered municipality
consists of an urban center and a rural area. The Hong Kong and Macao spe-
cial administrative regions have their own executive, legislative and judicial
powers. China is responsible for their defense and foreign policy.

1

Population A[]

About a fifth of the world’ s people live in China. Shanghai is China’s lar-
gest city and one of the world’ s largest as well. Beijing, the country’s cap-
ital, is the second largest city. China has a total of about a hundred cities with
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more than a million people. However, most of the
country’ s people live in rural villages and small
towns. Most of these people live in densely popula-
ted areas in eastern China. Western China makes up

about half the land area of the country but has less
than 28 percent of the population.

About 92 percent of the people belong to the Han nationality, which has
been China’s largest nationality for centuries. The rest of the population con-
sists of about 55 minority groups, including Kazakhs ( #5 §% 7ij% ) , Mongols ( 5%
%) , Tibetans (#(#%) and Uygurs ( 4E % /K% ) ,etc. The different nationality
groups are distinguished chiefly by language and culture.

lLanguages 2

The Han people speak Chinese. Spoken Chinese has many dialects, which
makes communication difficult among the people speaking different dialects.
To bring about better communication among the people of China, the govern-
ment has made putonghua ( common language) the official language. Putong-
hua is the Northern Chinese dialect based on the principal dialect spoken in
and around Beijing. Putonghua is spoken by about 53 percent of the nation’s
people, and it is now taught in all Chinese schools.

History [

Prehistoric and Ancient History (1.7 million years ago—476 B. C. )

China’ s earliest primitive human discovered so far is known as “ Yuanmou
Man (JGi¥ A) " who lived approximately 1. 7 million years ago. The better-
known *Peking Man (4t 5 A ),” discovered in the Zhoukoudian ( J& 15 ) are-
a in the suburbs of Beijing, lived about 600,000 years ago.

The Xia Dynasty started in 2070 B. C. It was in this period that the slave
society began to appear. The Xia Dynasty was overthrown by Shang. The
Western Zhou (1046—771 B. C. ) Dynasty saw further development of slave
society. This era was followed by the Spring and Autumn (770—476 B. C. )
and Warring States (475—221 B. C. ) periods when China entered into feudal
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society and silk production advanced and steel production started. This era al-
so produced the philosophers Lao Zi, Confucius, Mencius and Mo Zi, as well
as the military scientist Sun Wu, author of the Art of War.

Qin Dynasty (221—206 B. C. )

In 221 B. C. , Ying Zheng, ruler of the State of Qin and a man of great tal-
ent and bold vision, ended the 250-odd years of rivalry among the independent
principalities during the Warring States Period, and established the first cen-
tralized, unified and multi-ethnic feudal state in Chinese history — the Qin Dy-
nasty. He called himself Qin Shi Huang or “First Emperor of Qin. ”

Han Dynasty (206 B. C. —A. D. 220)

Liu Bang established the powerful Han Dynasty in 206 B. C. During the
Han Dynasty, agriculture, handicrafts and commerce flourished, and the pop-
ulation reached 50 million. During the most prosperous period of the Han Dy-
nasty, Emperor Wudi ( /X .77 ) dispatched Zhang Qian ( 3% Z) twice as his
envoy to the Western Regions, and in the process pioneered the route known
as the “Silk Road” from Chang’ an (today’s Xi’ an, Shaanxi Province),
through Xinjiang and Central Asia, and on to the east coast of the Mediterra-
nean Sea. As contacts between the East and West were increased, Buddhism
spread to China in the first century.

Tang Dynasty (618-—907)

After the Han Dynasty came the Three Kingdoms Period (220—265) , the
Jin Dynasty (265—420) , the Southern and Northern Dynasties (420—589) and
the Sui Dynasty (581—618). Then came the Tang Dynasty, established by Li
Yuan (Z=J¥) in 618 with its capital at Chang’ an ( Xi’ an). Agriculture, handi-
crafts and commerce flourished; technologies for textile manufacturing and
dyeing, pottery and porcelain production, smelting and shipbuilding were fur- |
ther developed. Woodblock printings of dictionaries, almanaes and Buddhist
scriptures were in circulation. The Grand Canal also helped the flow of mer-
chandise. Chang’ an became a cultural and international trade center and —
along with Luoyang, Yangzhou and Guangzhou — a major commercial center.
During the Tang Dynasty cultural relations were established with many coun-
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tries, including Japan, Korea, India, Persia and Arabia.
Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties (960—1911)

Following the Tang Dynasty came a period of almost continual warfare
known as the Five Dynasties and Ten States. In 960, Zhao Kuangyin (#[E
J&l ), a general of the State of Later Zhou, established the Song Dynasty (960—
1279) ,The period of Song Dynasty was known in history as the Northern Song
Dynasty ,while the capital was in the north; When the Song Dynasty moved its
capital to the south, it became known in history as the Southern Song Dynas-
ty. China in the Song Dynasty was in the forefront of the world in astronomy,
science and technology. Bi Sheng (£¢5)') invented movable type printing in
the 1040s, ushering in a major revolution in the history of printing.

In 1206, Genghis Khan ( i % B 7T) established the Mongolian Khanate. In
1271, Kublai (Z £,31), a grandson of Genghis Khan, conquered the Central
Plains, founded the Yuan Dynasty (1271—1368), and made Dadu (today’s
Beijing) the capital. Kublai ended the centuries-long situation in which many
independent regimes existed side by side by forming a united country that
brought Xinjiang, Tibet and Yunnan under its sway. During the Song-Yuan pe-
riod, the “four great inventions” in science and technology of the Chinese peo-
ple in ancient times — papermaking, printing, the compass and gunpowder —
were further developed and spread abroad.

In 1368, Zhu Yuanzhang ( 4 CEL) established the Ming Dynasty (1368—
1644 ) in Nanjing, reigning as Emperor Taizu. When his son and successor Zhu
Di (4<ff 1360—1424) ascended the throne, he built and expanded the pal-
aces, temples, city walls and moats in Beijing. In 1421, he officially moved
the capital to Beijing. During his reign, he dispatched a eunuch named Zheng
He (¥8#1) to lead a fleet of many ships to make seven far-ranging voyages.
Zheng He explored as far as Somalia and Kenya on the eastern coast of Africa.
These were the largest-scale and longest voyages in the world before the age of
Columbus.

In the late Ming Dynasty, the Manchus of northeast China rose to power
and established the Qing Dynasty (1644—1911) in 1644. The best known of
the Qing Dynasty emperors, Kangxi (16564—1722) restored the central em-
pire’ s rule over Taiwan, and resisted invasions by tsarist Russia. To reinforce
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the administration of Tibet, he also formulated the rules and regulations on the
confirmation of the Tibetan local leaders by the Central Government. He effec-
tively administered over 11 million sq. km. of Chinese territory.

Modern Period (1840—1919)

During the early 19th century, the Qing Dynasty declined rapidly. Britain
smuggled into China large quantities of opium, and in response the Qing gov-
ernment imposed a ban on the drug. In an effort to protect its opium trade,
Britain launched a war against China in 1840, which led to the Qing govern-
ment’ s signing with the British government the Treaty of Nanking, a treaty of
national betrayal and humiliation. Many countries, including PBritain, the Unit-
ed States, France, Russia and Japan forced the Qing government to sign vari-
ous unequal treaties following the Opium War. China was gradually relegated
to a semi-colonial and semi-feudal country.

The Revolution of 1911 led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen ( #j\tP1l1) was one of the
greatest events in modern Chinese history, as it overthrew the 200-odd-year-
old Qing Dynasty, ending over 2,000 years of feudal monarchy, and estab-
lished the Republic of China.

New-Democratic Revolution (1919—1949)

The May 4th Movement of 1919 is regarded as the ideological origin of
many important events in modern Chinese history. Its direct cause was the un-
equal treaties imposed on China after the First World War. Out of strong patri-
otism , students initiated the movement, and it further developed into a nation-
al protest movement of people from all walks of life. It also marked the intro-
duction into China of various new ideologies, among which the spread of
Marxism-Leninism was worthy of special mention. Under the influence of Rus-
sia’ s October Revolution of 1917, 12 delegates, including Mao Zedong, repre-
senting Communist groups in different places throughout the nation, held the
First National Congress in Shanghai in 1921 to found the Communist Party of
China.

The Chinese people led by the CPC underwent successively the Northern
Expeditionary War (1924—1927), War of Agrarian Revolution (also known as
“Ten-Year Civil War,” 1927—1937) , War of Resistance Against Japan (1937—
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1945) and War of Liberation (19456—1949). Owing to the cooperation and joint
resistance of the CPC and Kuomintang, the Japanese aggressors were defea-
ted. But shortly after the anti-Japanese war, the Kuomintang launched a civil
war. After the three-year War of Liberation led by the CPC, the Kuomintang
government was overthrown in 1949.

People’ s Republic of China (1949— )

On October 1, 1949, a grand ceremony was witnessed by 300,000 people
in Beijing’ s Tian’ anmen Square, and Mao Zedong, chairman of the Central
People’ s Government, solemnly proclaimed the founding of the People’ s Re-
public of China.

Amazing achievements were made during the First Five-Year Plan period,
from 1953 to 1957. The average annual increase rate of the national income
reached over 8.9 percent. The ten years from 1957 to 1966 was the period in
which China started large-scale socialist construction.

Unfortunately, the * cultural revolution,” which lasted for ten years
(1966—1976) , made the state and its people suffer the most serious setbacks
and losses since its founding.

The Jiang Qing counter-revolutionary clique was smashed in October
1976, marking the end of the “cultural revolution” and the beginning of a new
era in Chinese history. In 1979, China instituted a guiding policy of “reform
and opening to the outside world” under Deng’ s leadership, and China was
step by step establishing a road of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Pro-
found changes have come about in China since the country embarked on the
policy of reform and opening-up characterized by a vigorously advancing econ-
omy and markedly improved living standard.

Jiang Zemin became general secretary of the CPC Central Committee in
1989 and president of the state in 1993. Succeeding him, Hu Jintao took the
position of general secretary of the CPC Central Committee in 2002 and presi-
dent of the state in 2003.
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Notes -

(DPersia; an empire in southwestern Asia created by Cyrus the Great in the 6th
century BC and destroyed by Alexander the Great in the 4th century Ji #7 ( 7§
B E %K, BIERIFER)

(2 Columbus; Christopher Columbus (1446—1506) , the Italian navigator, who
discovered the North America in 1492 B84 (1446—1506) , B K FILIE %,
PEAETF 1492 F % AL E U

@The Treaty of Nanking: The Treaty of Nanking is the agreement which
marked the end of the First Opium War between the United Kingdom and
China. It was signed on 29 August 1842 aboard the British warship in Nan-
jing. It is the first of the Unequal Treaties signed by China with a foreign
power. Under the treaty, China agreed to cede Hong Kong Island to the
British Empire, and open five treaty ports of China for foreign trade { g 51 5%
Y B BB AR R R T 1842 45 8 A 29 H AR AN ERM L&IT
Ko Xt ENE FSIMNEFEEZEITHE - NI TEEN, FAHE BE
BRELLAEE, RS ANAB AR,



Chapter 1 What Is China Like  EI#3%

Glossary 9s#&

almanac [ 'o:lmonzk ] ». an annual publication including calendars with
weather forecasts, astronomical information, tide tables and other related
tabular information 4J7

ascend [o'send] v. to succeed to; occupy 4k ; 40

autonomous [ 5:'tonomos] adj. not controlled by others or by outside forces:
independent B4

clique [Kkli:zk] n. a small, exclusive group of friends or associates JE % , i

dispatch [ dis'p=tf] ». to relegate to a specific destination or send on specific
business Jki&

envoy [ 'envsi] n. a minister plenipotentiary assigned to a foreign embassy,
ranking next below the ambassador #FAZ {7, 45{f

eunuch [ 'jumsk] n. a castrated man employed as a harem attendant or as a
functionary in certain Asian courts E'E, &4

forefront [ 'fa:frant] n. the foremost part or area £%77J7 ; & 5 iE 60— 304>

formulate ['fommjuleit] ». to devise or invent £ %=k 448

ideological [ aidia'lodzikol] adj. of or relating to ideology ZiRFEAM R 5=
PUEEHE LK

impose [im'pouz] v. to apply or make prevail by or as if by authority &%)
7

metropolitan [ metra'politan] adj. of, relating to a major city 3l [

moat [ mput]| n. a deep, wide ditch, usually filled with water, typically sur-
rounding a fortified medieval town, fortress, or castle as a protection against
assault 3387

municipality [ mju:nisi'paliti] 7. a political unit, such as a city or town, in-
corporated for local self-government B g

proclaim [ pro'kleim] ». to announce officially and publicly; declare &4 ; IF
AR HEAFFHE A ;758

reign [rein] v. to exercise sovereign power 44

reinstate [ 'rizinsteit] v. to restore to a previous condition or position % & ; /K




