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INTRODUCTION

With regards to writing this fundamental book, the great philosopher Karl
R. Popper emphasizes “Objektive Erikenntnis” , and of course, he might
be wrong. This word is obviously no excuse for slipshod research or
sloppy writing, but rather the scientific confession, for human thinking is
fallible and the truth of discoveries not eternal. The development of
science is imperatively influencing the dynamic modification of
knowledge. The quality of truth is not based on a single concept of truth
but rather on very different ideas of truth. And there is a gap between our
experiences of the world and the world outside of our psyche; the

perception of the word and the world itself are not of the same quality.

In this sense it might be that I err, that some of my arguments will be
wrong in 20 years, that there are other opinions with good reason, which
differ from mine. Thus this textbook must not be understood as an
invariant foundation of music education, but rather as an introduction to
the various fields of music education. It wants to stimulate discussions and
trigger progress in music education. Music education is not an ideological

matter; it represents an exciting cross-over of cultural phenomena and
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political confessions, of neuro-biological realities and the individual mind, of

empathic communication and skilled application of methods.

Music education as a scientific discipline is relatively young. About 30 years
ago the first possibilities of doctoral studies in music education were opened in
Europe. And still music education as an academic discipline faces frequent
difficulties to argue for its right of existence: the history of music education
can also be subject to historical sciences, the questions of musical learning
processes are often better answered by psychology, the social phenomenon of
musical learning belongs perhaps better to anthropology and sociology, issues
concerning curricula depend on the role of schools within the constitution of a
state as well as on a credo in the goals of music education. These arguments
point to the possibility, that music education could also be treated scientifically

by interdisciplinary science beyond the specific discipline of music education.

The complexity of teaching and learning music, the role of music education in
musical life and society, issues concerning cultural identity etc. have made
music education both an academic discipline and a highly specialized discipline
of classroom education. Music related learning processes with all their aspects
and anthropological,, sociological, psychological and musicological correlates

are today subject to music education and its interdisciplinary networks.

This feature, however, seems to be to some extent less definite than e. g.
issues in chemistry. After the discovery of oxygen by Antoine Laurent
Lavoirsier, Joseph Priestley and Carl Wilhelm Scheele it has been evident that
the phlogiston, the “element of fire”, does not exist and that water is
composed of two elements. This finding is much more invariant than the
question, how to develop a pupil’s talent for composing music. And after the
proofs of Einstein’s theory that space and time are relative categories, his
findings — finally — seemed to be less susceptible to criticism than the

curricular decision, that the time of Classicism and Romanticism should be
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more important for classroom education than the time of Renaissance and the
early Baroque. Music education has to deal both with hard facts and with soft
facts. It has to do with issues belonging to natural sciences and those which
belong to empirical research. And music education is not at least deeply
involved in questions belonging to the world of creative ideas, political
confessions, and aesthetic considerations. Scientific music education is a key
discipline for music oriented classroom education. It holds an integrating
function within the complex field of sciences, which are concerned with
specific aspects of music education. Still music education has no very proper
scientific methodology, but is rather a scientific method hopper, depending on

the research quality of the actual music educational issue.

I deeply hope that this book will contribute to a flourishing development of
music education in China. And I hope it will be able to contribute to bridging
the gap between the two cultures of the East and the West. Concerning this
cross-cultural attempt I have to express my thanks especially to the music
educator Dr Yu Danhong, to the percussionist Peng Yu, and to the harpist
Zhou Jie who helped me enormously to get insights into Chinese music and

music education.

Wolfgang Mastnak, Summer 2006
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