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o Do you think it is always a good idea to pro-

é Passage 1

o

There are more than 20,000 kinds of bees. But only honey

bees make enough honey for people to use. Honey bees are highly




organized social insects. They work
together in a group called a colony.
Each colony lives in a hive (# ). It
contains one queen bee — she lays all
the eggs from which the members of the
colony come. Each colony has only a few
hundred males, called drones (f # ).
The majority of all bees in a colony are

workers., which are all females.

Bees even have a special stomach,
called a honey stomach. It is used to store sweet fluid (i &) that
the bees gather from flowers. Bees also have long hairs on their
body and legs. These hairs capture pollen(f£¥})as bees go from
flower to flower. Some of the pollen is taken back to the hive.
Some, however, is passed to the next flower. This is how many
plants are fertilized(42#}). Pollen is the reproductive material of
plants. Many important agricultural crops depend on bees for
fertilization.

Inside their hives, bees store sweet fluid from flowers,
called nectar(£%) , and also pollen. They may even gather nec-
tar from some other kinds of insects. These kinds of nectar are
also stored in the hive.

Bees make honey through a process. They add liquid from
their own mouths to the nectar they have stored in the hive. The
liquid breaks down the nectar into simple sugars. As the honey is
stored, it dries. It becomes thicker and darker.

Honey can be very thin and light in color or dark and thick.
How the honey looks depends on the kinds of flowers used by the
bees. Most honey is the easily recognized golden color. Although
bees are often thought of as honey-makers, they provide a sur-
prising number of products. Also, their greatest economic value
is in fertilizing crops — not in making honey.
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xXercises

Choose the best answers.

1) Acolonyis
A. a place where bees live
B. a bee which makes honey
C. a group of bees working together
D. a male bee

2) Nectaris
A. the sweet fluid from flowers
B. the reproductive material of plants
C. the honey fed to young bees
D. a plant that produces honey

3) The liquid from bees’ own mouths
A. fertilizes plants
B. breaks down the nectar into simple sugars
C. makes the honey thicker and darker
D. breaks down pollen

Answer the following questions.
1) What does the queen bee do in the hive?

2) What’s the greatest economic value of bees?

m honey n. é&% m break down ’\ﬁiﬁ

Vocabu‘lary __________________________________________________________
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m The majority of all bees in a colony are workers, which

e S e o

are all females.

WEREh K B0 T, AT R METERY .

m How the honey looks depends on the kinds of flowers used

by the bees.
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{ Passage 2

Scientists used to think that Wollemi pine trees only grew in
ancient history. But now one of the places where visitors can see
a living example is in Washington, D.C.

The Wollemi pine tree has thin leaves that look like needles
growing close together, much like a fern plant(BRZAHY)) .

The other day, a young girl took a long look at the Wollemi
pine at the United States Botanic Garden. Then she asked her
mother where the dinosaurs (2 ) were. The little girl recog-
nized the tree from books and movies about prehistoric ( 5 Fij )
earth.

Wollemi pines can grow as tall as forty meters. But this one
at the Botanic Garden is not much taller than 40 centimeters. In
fact, it is small enough to grow inside a glass container.

Wollemi pines have been found in only one place in the

\.




