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THE SORROWS OF YOUNG WERTHER

Whatever I have been able to discover of the stery
of poor Werther I have 7ndustriously collected,' and put
it now before you, and I know that you will thank me
for it. You will not be able to withhold® your
"adm'iration and love for his mind and character or
your tears for his fate.

And you, good soul, who are labouring under the
same distress as he, draw consolation from'. his
sufferings and, if you should be prevented by fate or
your own fault from finding one more intimate, let
this little book be your friend.

4 May, 1771.

How glad I am to have got away! My dear friend,
what a thing, is the heart of man! To leave you whom
I love so much, from whom 1 was éuseparable® and yet
be cheerful! I know you will forgive me. Were not all
my other friendships veritably chosen by Fate to
oppress a heart like mine? Poor Leonore!® And yet the
blame was not mine! Could I help it if her poor heart
conceived” a passion for me while the capricious® charms
of her sister afforded me agreeable entertainment!
And yet-am I altogether blameless! Did I not feed her
emotions? DidgI not myself find pleasure in the sincere
manifestations® of ‘Nature which so often made us
laugh, however little conducive!® they were to laughter!
Did I not-Oh! what is man, that he may bewail his
lot?-I will, dear friend, I promise you, I will mend my
ways," 1 will no longzr® chew the cud of' misfortune
that Fate ekes out™ to us, as I have always done. I
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will enjoy the present, and the past shall be done with.
You are surely right, my best of friends: The sufferings
of men would be less if they did not so busily engage
their imagination-God knows why they are so comstitu-
ted ‘—Erg recalling the memory of bygone ills, rather
than bear an indifferent present.

Will you be so good as to tell my mother that I shall

look after® her business as well as I can and that |
shall Lwrite to her about it in a day or two? I called
on my auut and did not by any means® find the i#ll-
tempered® woman that they make her out® to be at home.
She is lively, impetuwous® and very warmhearted, |
explained to her my mother’s grievances”™ about the
legacy® that had been keld back.® She told me the
reasons that had smpelled™ her to do it and the terms
under which she would be ready to kand everyihing
over ''-more, in fact, than we asked.-In skort," 1 don't
want to write about it now, but tell my mother everything
will be .all right. . And in dealing with® -this little
matter I have again found that misunderstandings and
indolence’ are perhaps the cause of more disturbance in
the world than cwining' or malice.'® At any rate the
last two are certainly more rare.
. For ‘the 7est,'” 1 am quite happy here. Solitude is
delicious balm'® to my heart in this heavenly spot, and
this. youthful season pours the fulness of its warmth
into my oft-shivering'® heart. Every tree, every hedge
is a nosegay,® and one would like to turn into a cocke-
hafer® to float in a sea of fragrance and find in it all
the nourishment* one needs.

The town itself is not very agreeable, but it lies
amidst the most inexpressible natural beauty, which
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led' the late Count von® M. to lay out’ a garden on
one of the :infersecting® hills which form the most
charming valleys in the loveliest diversity® of Nature.
The garden is simple, and one feels as soo7 as® one
enters that it was planned not by a scientific gardener
but by an impressionable” soul that wanted here to
take its pleasure. I have shed many a tear for the
departed owner in the crunbling® arbour which was
his favourite sojourn,® and is also mine. Soon | shall
be the master of the garden. The gardener has
become devoted to me during the few days I have
. been here, and he will not do at all badly by it.
10 May.

My whole soul is smbued'” with a wondrous serenity,
like the pleasant Spring mornings which I enjoy with
all my heart. I am completely alone and find life so
enjoyable in this spot which was created for souls like
mine. 1 am so happy, so absorbed in the sensation of
a tranquil existence, that my art is suffering. I could
not draw a line at this moment, and yet I have never
been more of a painter than I am now. When the
mist is rising from the lovely valley and the sun is
high above the impenetrable' shade of my wood, so
that only now and then'* a ray steals into the inner
sanctuary,™ and 1 lie in the tall grass by the falling
brook, and discover a thousand different grasses on
the surface of the earth; when I feel nearer to my
heart the zeeming' little world among the blades, the
innumerable, ™ unfathomable'® creatures in the shape of
worms and insects, and when | feel the presence of
the Almidghty Spirit™ Who created us all in His image,
the breath of the All-loving One who sustains us as
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we float in sl/imitable® bliss-Oh! friend, when the world
then grows dim before my eyes and earth and sky
are absorbed into my soul like the form of a beloved,
I am often consumed with?® longing and think, ah! would
that I could express it, would that I could &7ezathe® on
to paper that which lives so warm and full within me,
so that it might become the mirror of my soul as my
soul is the mirror of the eternal God! My friend-but it
is beyond my power, and I swccumb* to the splendour
of what lies before me.
12 May.

I know not whether deluding spirits are hovering
round this spot,or whether it is the divine® and ardent
fancy of my hear: which turns everything round me
into Paradise.® Right in front” of the gate is a spring,
a spring by which I am enchanted like Melusine and
her sisters. On descending a small hill you come to an
arch, with about twenty steps going down to where
the clearest of water gushes® from the marble rock.®
The little wall above, which encloses it, the tall trees
all round, the coolness of the place-there is something
so attractive, so awesome about it all. Hardly a day
passes without my sitting there for an hour. Then the
girls come from the town to fetch water, the most
innocent and necessary of services which once even
the daughters of kings performed. As I sit there I am
reminded vividly of the days of the patriarchs,'® all
striking up acquaintance' or plighting their troth'* at the
well, and kindly spirits hovering round the springs
and fountains. Oh! he can never have reireshed
himself at the coolness of a spring, after a hard walk
on a summer’s day, who is unable to sympathise with
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my emotion.
13 May.

You ask whether you are to send my books along? I
entreat you, for the Lord’s sake, do not bother me with
books. I no longer wa;lt to be guided, enlivened or
excited. This heart is in sufficient of a ferment®
without their help. I need /«x/labies® and-1 have found
them in abundance® in my Homer.* How often do I lull
my stormy spirit, for never have you seen anything so
restless, so changeable as this heart. Dear friend! do I
need to tell you who have so often borne the burden
of my transition from grief to excessive joy, from
gentle melancholy to devastating® passion? I treat my
heart like a sick child and gratify its every whim.®
Don’t repeat this, there are people who would #ake it
amiss.”

15 May.

The poor folk here know me already and kave an
affection for® me, especially the children. I have noticed
something which saddens me. When I first mixed
with them and asked in a friendly manner about one
thing or anothr, some of them thought I wanted to
scoff,® and they put mz off " very rudely. 1 did not
take offence,™ but I felt very kecenly, what I have often
noticed, that people in a better position always kezp
cold’y alooy from'™ the common folk as though they
feared to lose something by proximity,' and there are
even heedless, mischievous wags who appear to act
condzscendingly " in order to" make poor people all the
more 'S sensitive to their arrogance.'™ 1 know quite well
that we are not all equal, and that we never can be
so. But I maintain that anyone v'hn thinks it necessary
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to hold himself aloof from the so-called' rabble,? in
order to keep its respect, is quite as blameworthy®.as a
coward who hides from the enemy because he is
afraid of defeat.

A little while ago I came to the spring and found a
young maidservant: who had put her pitcker* on the
lowest step and was looking round for one of her
friends to help her lift it o Zo her head.® 1 went down
and looked at her. “Shall I help you, young woman?”
I asked. She blushed to the roots of her hair “Oh no
sir!” she said. *“Come, don’t stand on ceremony.”® -She
adjusted” her head piece and I helped her. She thanked
me and went up the steps.

17 May.

I have made all sorts of acquaintances but have not
yet got into any circle. I do not know what there is
about me that attracts people, so many like me and
become attached to me, and it always grieves me when
our paths are the same for only such a very short
distance. When you ask what the people here are like,
I must reply, like everywhere else. The human races®
does not vary much, Most people pass the greater
part of their lives in work, in order to live, and the
modioum® of free time they have to themselves makes
them so uneasy that they seek every means they can
to Bill ¢, Alas. the destiny of man!

But they are a very worthy type of folk! When I on
occasion forget myself, and am able to enjoy with them
the pleasures that still remain to man, to exchange
jests" in all candour' and sincerity at a well-set board.
to arrange a walk or a dance at the proper time and
s0 on, " it has a good effect on me, so long as [ do -not
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remember all the other forces lying dormant in me. all
untrizd' and becoming atrophied,® which 1 must
carefully conceal. Oh! all this clutches at my heart-and
yet! It is the fate of a man like me to be misunderstood.

Alas! that the friend of my youth is gone. alas! that
I ever knew her! I would say to myself “You are a
fool! You are seeking what does not exist down here.”
But she was mine, I felt the heart, the great soul in
whose presence I seemed to myself to be more than I
really was, since I was everything that I could be.
God! was there a single force in my soul that remained
untried, was I not able to develop in her presence all
the wondrous® perception with which my heart
embraces Nature, was not our intercourse an endless
weaving of the most delicate feeling, the keenest wit,
whose variations® were all stampzd,® even to the extent
of® extravagance, with the impress of genius? And
now-Alas! she descended before me to the grave, for
she had the advantage in years. Never shall I forget
her, never shall [ cease to recall her steadfast mind
and divine fortitude.’

A few days ago I met a young man named V., a
straight-forward® youth with very pleasing features. He
has just come down from the University, does not
exactly consider himself a sage but yet thinks he
knows more than other psople. He was very diligent,
as [ can tell from various signs, in short, he is pretty
well informed. As he had heard that I draw a great
deal and know Greek {two unusual pkenomena?® in these
parts) he came to me and dug out' his store of
learning, from Batfeux" to Wood,"* from Be Piles™ to
Winchelmann, ' assuring m: that he had read right
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