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Greek Mythology Introduction

Introduction

The religion of ancient Greece is no longer. The so-called gods

and goddesses of Olympus have not a single worshipper among liv-
ing men. They belong now not to the department of religion, but to
those of literature and taste. There they still hold their place, and
will continue to hold it, for they are too closely connected with the
finest productions of poetry and art, both ancient and modern, to be
forgotten.

We propose to tell the stories relating to them which have
come down to us from the ancients, and which are alluded to by
modern writers. Our readers may thus at the same time be enter-
tained by the most charming fictions which fancy has ever created,
and put in possession of information indispensable to every one
who would read with intelligence the elegant literature of his own
day.

In order to understand these stories, it will be necessary to ac-
quaint ourselves with the ideas of the structure of the universe
which prevailed among the Greeks — the people from whom the
Romans, and other nations through them, received their science
and religion.

The Greeks believed the earth to be flat and circular, their
own country occupying the middle of it, the central point being
Mount Olympus, the home of the gods.

The northern portion of the earth was supposed to be inhabited
by a happy race named the Hyperboreans, dwelling in everlasting
pleasure and spring beyond the mountains whose caves were sup-
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posed to send forth the piercing blasts of the north wind, which
chilled the people of Hellas (Greece). Their country was inaccessi-
ble by land or sea. They lived exempt from disease or old age, from
labor and warfare.

On the south side of the earth, close to the stream of Ocean,
lived a people happy and true as the Hyperboreans. They were
named the Aethiopians. The gods favored them so highly that they
were known to at times leave their Olympian homes and go to share
their sacrifices and festivals.

We thus see that the Greeks of the early ages knew little of
any real people except those to the east and south of their own
country, or near the coast of the Mediterranean. Their imagination
meantime peopled the western portion of this sea with giants, mon-
sters, and enchanted women, while they placed around the disk of
the earth, which they probably regarded as of no great width, na-
tions enjoying the peculiar favour of the gods, and blessed with
happiness.

The dawn, the sun, and the moon were supposed to rise out of
the ocean, on the eastern side, and to drive through the air, giving
light to gods and men. The stars, also, rose from the ocean. There
the sun-god embarked in a winged boat, which conveyed him round
by the northern part of the earth, back to his place of rising in the
east.

The home of the gods was on the summit of Mount Olympus,
in Thessaly. The gods had their separate dwellings; but all, when
summoned, repaired to the palace of Zeus, as did also those gods
whose usual home was the earth, the waters, or the underworld.

When the sun was set, the gods retired to sleep in their respective
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