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Tales of Traditional Chinese Culture consists of four books: Classic Fables of
Traditional Chinese Culture, Classic Legends of Traditional Chinese Culture,
Classic Myths of Traditional Chinese Culture and Classic Anecdotes of Traditional
Chinese Culture, which are matched with vivid illustrations and plain English transla-
tions. These illustrated books help readers of different cultural backgrounds share the
essence beauty of the traditional Chinese cultural heritage. The lovely and interesting
tales will quench the thirst of foreigners who are interested in traditional Chinese culture,
and the Chinese youngsters who enjoy the topic of traditional Chinese culture bilingually.

Fables of traditional Chinese culture often use exaggerated and imaginary means, as
well as distinct and lively languages, to convey moral truth and embody the philosophy
of life. The outstanding representatives of them are Zhuangzi's fables. Zhuangzi's fables
set forth the mystery and deep philosophy of “Non-action” and “Harmony of Human and
Nature” in a romantic and exaggerated artistic style, explaining the secret essence of
TAO with simple and common stories, which enable people to chew the taste while they
gain enlightenment and moral truth. Fables like A Walk Learner in Handan, A Mantis
Blocked a Chariot, A Sigh of River and Zhuangzhou Borrowed Grain have been
widely known by almost all Chinese families.

Legends of traditional Chinese culture are extremely rich and plentiful, passed
down from generation to generation, regarded as an invaluable treasure among the folk
literatures. Chinese legends are based on real Chinese history, and are often characterized
by the folk and race. Some famous Chinese legends like Lady Meng Jiang Wailed at the
Great Wall, Mulan Joined the Army and Jiang Ziya’s Fishing are widely spread
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[The Origin of Laba Porridge]

Once upon a time,a young couple lived with the husband’s parents together. The
old couple cared for the young couple so much that they did all the housework. As a re-

sult, the young couple never learned how to take care of themselves.

la bazhoude lai
&\ 38 RISk A

ér xi genzhe famii yi qiguon 2 ldoréndul ér z

hénjii yi gién  you i jiarén  ér 7

MALLET , H—FA, LT LEBRECE-EEHT . BAMILT .
ér xi zhiogh de f6i changzhouddo  shénme jici withubdou bii ring t menddngshou  jié gud  xidolidngkougen
JLtE R s EE % A, AR EEAILMGI 3 F o AR, D W AR

bénméiyouxuéhul i hé zhdogh 2 ji
ABAFELWMMBHAC .




Later the old couple died. The young couple-ate all the food stored in the house, and
then they sold the house to buy food. “They had*to move into a straw shack. When the
winter arrived, they were cold and hungry in their shack. On the 8th day of the 12th lunar
month, they collected a few corn and carrot pieces from rat holes and made a pot of por-
ridge. Just when they were about to eat it, a gust of wind came up and blew down the

shed, crushing them to death.
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