World Perspectives on 100 Poems and Ci of Mao Zedong
in English and Chinese
- A Comprehensive Political, Social and Historical Research

$RMFT: LR AFEAARG BT
Bih e HERBNLHERR '

IBy[ChunhoutZhang;
GRETE &

Wen Wei Publishing Co.,Ltd.
% it 5 B i KR At s



World Perspectives on 100 Poems and Ci of

in English and Chinese
A Comprehensive Political, Social and Historical Research

HRMF: LR A FAEARAB—FTE
Big & pRufames s

By Chunhou Zhang

kB IE &

Wen Wei Publishing Co. ,Ltd.
EHACHE HR



World Perspectives on 100 Poems and Ci of Mao Zedong In English and Chinese
R, LFRFRR—FTH

Preface

It is in 1995 that I began to translate Mao Zedong’ s
poems and ci into English. When I failed to have my
manuseript published in China, an American publisher
showed interest to my manuscript. Then, Professor C.
Edwin Vaughan in the Department of Sociology , Univer-
sity of Missouri ~ Columbia joined me in preparing an
English version of Mao’ s poems and ci in social and his-
torical background for publication in the United States.
He helped check the language and wrote the general intro-
duction and introductions fof the four chapters respective-
ly. An American publisher and we countersigned a con-
tract in 1998 when I was studying for master of public ad-
ministration at Central Michigan University. But nothing
happened until 2001 when we had the manuscript trans-
ferred to the Lexington Books.

The book titled Mao Zedong as Poet and Revolutionary
Leader : Social and Historical Perspectives was published
in 2002. It contained 89 poems and ci, which was inter-
preted socially and historically with the literature from
both China and the western countries. The book was
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considered as the most extensive English version of
Mao’ s poems and ci at that time, and attracted attention
in both western countries and China. However, as soon as
the book was published, 1 saw some newly published
Mao’ s poems and ci and newly disclosed historical mate-
rials about Mao Zedong. So I felt the book needed to be
expanded, and the expanded version should be in both
English and Chinese.

In 2004, when I finished my Ph. D. of political sci-
ence with University of Cincinnati, I began to rewrite and
expand the book , Mao Zedong as Poet and Revolutionary
Leader , and prepare an English — Chinese version. With
this manuscript I intended to provide the adult readers in
China and abroad with complete translation of Mao’ s po-
ems and ci and up - to — date historical materials and in-
terpretation, which reflects not only more complete and
accurate information but also the contemporaneous under-
standing of Mao Zedong by people in China and abroad.

As I proceeded to collect information and adapt the
book into the new version, the workload appeared unex-
pectedly big to me. The information we had included in
the American version was not only limited but also occa-
sionally inaccurate. The newly disclosed materials made it
possible to compose more systematic interpretation on the
background of the poems, and ci, and the newly pub-

lished poems and ci of Mao Zedong presented a more
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consistent poetic life of Mao. As a result, I rewrote most
of the background interpretation and added translation of
25 poems and ci, for which I had to devote almost all of
my vacations, weekends and evenings during the period
between January and November 2005 while working at
Xi’ an International University. In January 2007, under
the vigorous support of the leadership of Yan' an Univer-
sity, especially Yan’ an University Party Secretary and
Professor Liu Jiande, President and Professor, Dr. Lian
Zhenmin, and Director of the Office of Science and Tech-
nology, Professor Guo Bixuan, I spent part of the winter
vacation, and accomplished the complete manuseript for
the Wenhui Publisher of Hong Kong.

Plus the original translation of 89 poems and ci, we
now have 114 poems and ci in this new manusecript, of
which five are incomplete poems, seven are versified writ-
ings, and six are other peoples’ writings revised by Mao.
Of the 102 complete poems and ci, 67 are poems and 35
are ci. In writing the poems, Mao Zedong used all kinds
of foﬁnats of Chinese poetic composition, of which most
are classical formats. From among the classical formats,
those he used the most are * verse with eight seven — char-
acter lines” and “ verse with four seven — character
lines”. In writing the 35 ci, Mao Zedong used as many as
19 patterns of ci. Most of the patterns were used only once

or twice, and only “The Clear and Level Music” and
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“Missing the Charming Maiden” were used three times
respectively.

In the American version, the introductory part of each
chapter, in which a few poems and ci were cited, was
separated from the main body of poems and ci, but now
all the poems and ci are mingled with the background in-
terpretation. The length of this manuscript is four times as
long as the American version, and the four chapters are
extended into five chapters. This adapted version provides
more systematic interpretation on the background of the
poems and ci, more pertinent critical comments as well as
Chinese version of the text, which makes it more conven-
ient for readers to check the original meaning of the poems
and ci as well as the cited historical documents and events
in Chinese.

One of the purposes for writing this book is to prepare
an English — Chinese version of Mao Zedong’ s poems
and ci that is the most complete in terms of content, and
as accurate as possible in terms of information. Among the
books I have referred to is Professor Zhang Zhongju' s
Interpretation and Annotation of a Complete Collection of
Mao Zedong ’ s Poems and Ci from Yan’ an University,
which includes 102 poems and ci of Mao Zedong. I se-
lected several newly discovered poems and ci from that
book. But I excluded four ci. They are “ An Added Part
of Recounting Heartfelt Emotion: To Zhou Enlai,”
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“Congratulating the - Bridegroom: Revision of Zhang
Yuangian’ s ‘ Seeing off Hu Banghong Relegated to New
Prefecture’ for Mourning Comrade Dong Biwu,” “A Bal-
lad about Returning Home: The Moon Tonight” and “ A
Song of Divination: Mourning for the International Com-
munist Fighter Comrade D. N. AIDIT. " The reason for
me not including the first one is that the basis for some
writers to include this ci is A Biography : Mao by Ameri-
can scholar, Ross Terrill without any direct evidence pro-
ving that this ci is written by Mao Zedong. The reason for
me not including the second one is that Mao Zedong re-
wrote the last two lines of the twenty lines of that ci only,
and that is only six characters, which does not indicate
that Mao really rewrote that ci. The reason for me not to
include the third and the fourth ones is that I believed that
these two ci are not really written by Mao Zedong after
consulting with Professor Zhang Zhongju, an expert in
studies of Mao’ s poems and ci.

Lastly, I am grateful to my friends Paul Chiasson, Vik-
ki Boyd, Gao Xiaojun and Li Honghui for their proofread-
ing of the manuscrpt.

The following is the introduction to Mao Zedong as Poet
and Revolutionary Leader by Professor C. Edwin Vaughan
and me, which is revised a little this time. Even ﬂlough I
am the first author of that book, I list Professor Vaughan

as the first author here because he drafted the initial
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manuscript of this introduction.

Chunhou Zhang
January 2007 in Yangjia Ridge, Yan’ an, China
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Introduction to Mao Zedong as
Poet and Revolutionary Leader .
Social and Historical Perspectives

C. Edwin Vaughan and Chunhou Zhang

What lens to apply to Mao Zedong?

Peasant rebel?

He coaxed riffraff from Hunan’ s rice fields and
Jiangxi’ s green hills

Into a shoestring army that wrenched the right to
rule from China’ s landlords.

Military Commander?

He said his bowels never worked so well as during
a battle.

Poet?

He seldom finished a battle without turning aside

To express in verse his excitement at the beauty of
China’ s mountains and rivers.

Nor was he always modest about his fairly good

poetry,
Written in a classical style which he forbade
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China’ s youth to emulate.
“Who says we haven’t any creative workers?”
He exclaimed in a 1942 speech.
Pointing to himself, he added:
“Here’ s one right here!”
Latest in a long
Line of Chinese patriots
Who reached outside China for the means to renew

the ailing China?

From Europe he borrowed: not

Machines or religion or the blueprint of a liberal

constitution:
But Communism.
With skill and flexibility he brewed it as medicine
to revive a patient, China,
That was felt to be sick unto death.
Emperor?
He taught three generations to laugh in the face
of taboos and authorities held in awe
By Chinese people for two Millennia.
Yet he ended up, maybe to his own despair,
As a mirror - image Son of Heaven
Whose every syllable was truth and law——
Terrible proof that the Old World lives on to haunt
the New. (Terrill, Ross. 1980)
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Mao Zedong was the father of the modem Chinese na-
tion. For forty — one years (1935 - 1976} he headed the
Communist Party of China {CPC), which, with the crea-
tion of the People’ s Republic of China ( PRC) in 1949,
governed China and permitted no opposition.

Mao is and has been admired by revolutionaries and
people seeking social justice all around the world. Against
great odds he helped form a new nation, and the Chinese
revolution resuited in the restructuring of social and eco-
nomic relations in a manner achieved by no other revolu-
tion. Mao led a “ class struggle” to bring equal living con-
ditions to the Chinese peasantry who had experienced op-
pression and deprivation throughout most of their history
and who comprised the overwhelming majority of the pop-
ulation.

Mao’ s revolution brought to an end more than 100
years of continual military conflicts within China’' s
boundaries. He consistently championed Chinese nation-
alism and made China independent of external domination
from USSR, Japan, the United States, and other Europe-
an countries having economic interests in China.

Today modern China has moved rapidly away from the
planned economy that characterized Mao’ s social revolu-
tion. Although the ideology of socialism still dominates
government rhetoric and the CPC still controls the coun-

try, China now has the world’ s most rapidly growing e-
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conomy and the free market sector produces nearly two —
thirds of China’ s gross domestic product. This percent-
age is increasing. The Spartan life of revolutionary years
has been replaced since Mao’ s death with consumer - o-
riented consumption patterns. Although it was under
Mao’ s leadership that China began a rapprochement
with the West, through the visit of U. S. President Nixon
in 1972, new policies after his death have led to China’

s integration into the world economy.

To many westerns Mao is a mysterious and complex per-
son. He was continually vilified by the mass media in the
United States. The United States supported Chiang Kai —
Shek and fought Chinese soldiers during the Korean War.
Its national media also credited China with giving much
aid to the North Vietnamese in the ill - fate(i effort to re-
place the French as the defenders of Western domination
in Vietnam.

Mao is also a puzzle to many modem Chinese. Most
admired his leadership without qualification until 1957.
Then famines and poorly conceived and unrealistic eco-
nomic plans led to much suffering following the period of
The Great Leap Forward. The Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution {1966 — 1976), Mao’ s last rectification
campaign, led to much suffering, economic turmoil and

many deaths. Many of those who suffered most felt
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themselves loyal to the party and the goals of the revolu-
tion. As we explain in Chapter Four, Mao saw the great
majority of the party involved in corruption, capitalism,
feudalism, Confucianism or Marxist revisionism which he
perceived as endangering the revelution. The Cultural
Revolution left a deep wound in China that has not yet
healed. Following Mao’ s death, the CPC arrested and
sentenced Mao’ s wife to death. However, her sentence
was commuted and she lived under house arrest until com-

mitting suicide in 1991. In recent years, the Party offi-

cially has tried to quantify the percentage of Mao’ s mis-

takes.

Many, both within and outside China, have tried to un-
derstand Mao’ s “mistakes” in the last eighteen years of
his life. Books are now popular that focus on Mao® s sex
life, personal hygiene and mental health. In his last major
book, Harrison Salisbury (1992) refers to Mao, among
other things, as an “evil person”. Many of the recent
works about Mao are based on interviews with people who
suffered from the Cultural Revolution. Recent Western
writers have focused on “Mao’ s personal failures” , re-
flecting the values of western culture. It is our argument
that Mao must be judged by the dominant values of the
Chinese culture in which he lived. In this presentation of
Mao’ s poetry and the social and historic context of his

life, we attempt to locate Mac within the political,
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economic and social world that he encountered and the

perspective from which he viewed it.

In this effort we do not ignore the international and na-
tional social structures and values that influenced the Chi-
na where Mao grew up and led one of the world’ s grea-
test revolutions. We base this latter claim on the number
t in the

of people involved and the per t improw

lives of Chinese peasants.

Social scientists and social historians frequently look for
the common elements shared by revolutions. While paying
little attention to the individuals who lead them, such in-
terpretations emphasize the social and economic conditions
that produce revolutions. For example, Skocpol has fo-
cused attention on historically specific transnational struc-
tures and processes of social revolutions within specific
countries (1994, 315). Examples of these external fac-
tors include the contribution of World War I to the Rus-
sian Revolution and the influence of the Comintern on the
Chinese revolution. The Comintern was created by Lenin
in 1919 and later was headed by Stalin. Its purpose was
to promote socialist revolutions in countries other than
Russia.

Skocpol also notes the importance of transnational
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ideological influences, such as Marxist ~ Leninist ideas,
which attracted the attention of many Chinese political
leaders after 1917. Several hundred young Chinese stud-
ied abroad. For example, Zhou Enlai acquired socialist i-
deas while working and studying in France. Other Chi-
nese studied in Russia, and within three years of the Rus-
sian Revolution, Russia was sending advisors to help or-

ganize the Chinese proletariat.

For Skocpol, these transnational cultural and economic
influences work indirectly on domestically centered struc-
tures anti social movements. Forces that intruded into
China from the outside, for example, imperialism in its
many forms from both Japan and Westem countries, con-
tributed to the downfall of China’ s last imperial dynas-
ty. China’ s modern revolution began in October 1911
with the downfall of the Qing Dynasty.

Dr. Sun Yat - Sen emerged as the Western educated
leader following the revolution. Following the death df Sun
Yat ~ Sen, Chiang Kai — Shek eliminated socialism from
the Party platform in 1927. However, concerns for social
justice and a restructuring of economic relations in China
were maintained by the Communist Party of China from
1923 -1949. The Red Army grew in strength in part due
to peasant mobilization, which included efforts to elimi-

nate local warlords. The leaders of the CPC became the
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champions of nationalism through their consistent opposi-
tion to any kind of foreign presence. The Kuomintang be-
came steadily weaker, despite massive military aid from
outside China. " Chiang’ s corrupt and patronage — ori-
ented techniques of rule on the Chinese mainland after
1927 both politically alienated many educated, middle
class and elite Chinese ( thus creating urban sympathizers
and cadre recruits for Communist nationalism) and, at
the same time, undercut military effectiveness against the
Japanese invaders and the Communist Red Armies"”

(Skocpol, 1994, 312}.

Such general observations are useful in understanding
the emergence and final success of the CPC. The peasant
— hased revolution occurred in a culture that had a long
history of peasant revolts. This is particularly important,
as we explain later, in Hunan province where Mao spent
his formative years. China surely would have emerged
from these decades of civil war and fighting external ene-
mies with a society and government that would have pre-
served many of the traditions of its civilization. However,
from among the many individuals and factions struggling to
organize the new China with socialist ideas borrowed from
the writings of Marx and Lenin and the example of the
Russian Revolution, Mao Zedong emerged as the supreme

and unquestioned leader. Of course, modem China

— viii —
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cannot be understood without understanding the events
surrounding Mao’ s life and his own influence on subse-
quent events.

In our efforts to provide a context for Mao’ s poetry,
we argue that Mao acted consistently as he developed his
ideas about the potential of a revolution that would mobi-
lize the peasant masses of China. This revolution would
be rooted in demands for social justice for the oppressed
peasantry. He consistently supported Chinese national-
ism, even when it meant a break with the international
Communist movement. He consistently argued for a “ con-
tinuing class struggle” . the revolutionary movement re-
quired continual renewal to prevent old patterns of social
domination from re — emerging. Mao was committed to im-
proving China’ s economic infrastructure to assure its self
- reliance and to help the Chinese people recapture a
sense of national dignity after a century of internal turmoil
and imperialist plunder.

Just as his revolutionary success, Mao’ s mist:!kes
should also be understood in the historical background
and his personal experience, especially his educational
background. As we show later, Mao recognized some of
his own mistakes. In this book we attempt to contribute to
readers one additional perspective for understanding Mao

Zedong as an individual person, revolutionary leader and
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